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Date: Sun, 28 Dec 1997 03:51:16 -0800

From Tom Howe

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: FORWARDED TO CED DI GEST FROM REC. COLLECTI NG
M me-Version: 1.0

Subj ect : VI DEO DI SKS: STAR COVERS & TITLES... QLD !

From AVCCO1A@r odi gy. com (M. Dino J. Provenzano)
Dat e: 1997/ 12/ 16

Message- | D <676v7b$27c4$1@ewssvr04-i nt. news. prodi gy. conr
Newsgr oups: rec.collecting

[ More Header s]
VI DEO DI SKS:

FEATURE MAJOR MOTI ON PI CTURES ( ALL VI DEO DI SKS FROM 1979-84 )

CED ( CAPACI TANCE ELECTRONI C DI SC SYSTEM )

GREAT COLLECTI BLE TI TLES ( SUPERSTAR COVERS )

EXTREMELY LI M TED QUANTI TI ES

( The video-disks are no | onger made and are beconing a true collectible in the
novi e/ TV

collectible field. Every video-disk features the superstar or superstars on the
cover!

These vi deo-di sks were quite expensive when they first hit the market ( early
1980's ) and now

have found a place again in the Star-collectible fields ).

HERE' S WHAT | HAVE:

CHARLI E BROAN FESTIVAL ( 4 MOVIES ) ( 1979 )
A DOLL'S HOUSE ( JANE FONDA / TREVOR HOWARD )  ( 1973 )
A FUNNY THI NG HAPPENED ON THE WAY TO THE FORUM

( ZERO MOSTEL / PHIL SILVERS ) ( 1966 )
A STREETCAR NAMED DESI RE
( MARLON BRANDO / VIVIEN LEIGH ) ( 1951 )

ABSENCE COF MALI CE ( PAUL NEWWAN / SALLY FIELD ) ( 1981 )
ALl CE DCESN T LI VE HERE ANYMORE

( ELLEN BURSTYN / KRI'S KRI STOFFERSON ) ( 1975 )
ALI EN (S| GOURNEY WEAVER ) ( 1979 )
ALTERED STATES ( WLLIAM HURT / BLAIR BROAN )  ( 1981 )
AVAZI NG SPI DERVAN ( THE ) ( 1982 )
AVERI CAN G GOLO ( RI CHARD GERE ) ( 1980 )
AN EVENI NG W TH ROBI N W LLI AVS ( 1982 )
AND JUSTI CE FOR ALL ( AL PACINO / JOHN FORSYTHE ) ( 1979 )
APARTMENT ( THE ) ( J. LEMON / SHI RLEY MACLAI NE ) ( 1960 )

APCCALYPSE NOW ( 2 DI SKS )



( MARLON BRANDQO' MARTI N SHEEN/ D. HOPPER )
ATLANTI C CITY ( B LANCASTER / SUSAN SARANDON ) (
BACKROADS ( SALLY FIELD / TOMMW LEE JONES )

BAD BOYS ( SEAN PENN / ALLY SHEEDY )
BAD NEWS BEARS ( THE )

( WALTER MATTHAU / TATUM O NEAL )
BAD NEWS BEARS ( BREAKI NG TRAI NI NG )

( W LLI AM DEVANE )
BANANA' S ( WOODY ALLEN / LOUI SE LASSER )
BELLS ARE RI NG NG ( DEAN MARTIN / J HOLLI DAY ) (
BEI NG THERE ( PETER SELLERS / SHI RLEY MACLAI NE )
BLADE RUNNER ( HARRI SON FORD / RUTGER HAUER )  (
BLONDI E ( EAT TO THE BEAT )
BLUES ALIVE ( JOHN MAYALL / JOHN MVIE & MORE ) (
BLUE HAWAI I ( ELVIS )
BONNI E & CLYDE ( WARREN BEATTY / F DUNAVAY ) (
BREAKI NG AWAY ( D CHRI STOPHER / D QUAID )
BRONCO BI LLY ( CLI NT EASTWOOD / SONDRA LOCKE )  (
BRUBAKER ( ROBERT REDFORD ) 2 DI SKS
BUDDY BUDDY ( J LEMMON / W MATTHAU )
BUTCH CASSI DY & THE SUNDANCE KI D

( PAUL NEWVAN / ROBERT REDFORD )
CALI FORNIA SUI TE ( B COSBY / A ALDA / J FONDA )
CANDI DATE ( THE ) ( ROBERT REDFORD )
CARNY ( GARY BUSEY / JODIE FOSTER / R ROBERTSON )
CAPRI CORN ONE ( QJ SI MPSON / KAREN BLACK )
CARRIE ( SISSY SPACEK / JOHN TRAVOLTA )
CATCH 22 ( ALAN ARKIN / JON VOI GHT )
CHAVP ( THE ) ( JON VO GHT / RI CKY SCHRODER )
CHARI OTS OF FIRE ( BEN CROSS )
CHARLEY CHAPLIN MODERN TI MES B/ W
CHI LDREN OF THE CORN ( LI NDA HAM LTON ) (
CHI NA SYNDROVE ( THE ) ( J FONDA / M DOUGLAS ) (
CLARENCE DARROW ( HENRY FONDA )
5CLOCKWORK ORANGE ( MALCOM McDOVELL ) 2 DISKS
COVE BACK TO THE 5 & DIME JI MW DEAN ( CHER )  (
COVES A HORSEMAN ( JANE FONDA / JAMVES CAAN ) (
COVPLETE TENNI' S FROM THE PROS ( A ASHE & MORE ) (
COM NG HOME ( JANE FONDA / JON VO GHT ) (
COUNTRY GIRL ( THE ) ( B CROSBY / GRACE KELLY ) (
COUSI N COUSI NE
CRUSI NG ( AL PACINO / KAREN BLACK )
DARK VI CTORY ( BETTE DAVIS / HUWPHREY BOGART ) (
DELI VERANCE ( BURT REYNOLDS / JON VO GHT )
DETECTI VE ( THE ) ( FRANK SINATRA / LEE REM CK )
DI ARY OF ANNE FRANK ( THE ) B/ W
DI NER ( M CKEY ROURKE / KEVI N BACON )
DI VI NE MADNESS ( BETTE M DLER )
DON KI RSHNER S ROCK CONCER

( COVMODORES / SMOKEY ROBI NSON & MORE )
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DRESSED TO KILL ( M CHAEL CAINE / A DI CKI NSON )
DURAN DURAN
EARTHLING ( THE ) ( WLLI AM HOLDEN / R SCHRODER )
EASY MONEY ( RODNEY DANGERFIELD / JOE PESCl )  (
EDDI E MACON' S RUN ( KI RK DOUGLAS / J SCHNEI DER )
EDUCATI NG RI TA ( M CHAEL CAINE / JULIE WATERS ) (
EL CID ( C HESTON / SOPHIA LOREN ) DI SK 1
ELECTRI C HORSEMAN ( THE ) ( R REDFORD / J FONDA )
END ( THE ) ( BURT REYNOLDS / SALLY FIELD )
ENTER THE DRAGON ( BRUCE LEE / JOHN SAXON )
EYES OF LAURA MARS
( TOWY LEE JONES / FAYE DUNAVAY )

FLAM NGO STAR ( ELVI S PRESLEY )
FLASH GORDAN ( SAM JONES / MAX VON SYDOW)
FLEETWOOD MAC | N CONCERT: M RAGE TOUR (
FOUL PLAY ( CHEVY CHASE / GOLDIE HAWN ) (
FRANCES ( JESSI CA LANGE / SAM SHEPARD )
FRENCH CONNECTI ON ( THE ) ( GENE HACKMAN )
FUN | N ACAPULCO ( ELVIS )
FUTURE WORLD ( PETER FONDA / BLYTHE DANNER ) (
GAVE OF DEATH ( BRUCE LEE / K ABDUL- JABBAR
GO TELL THE SPARTANS ( BURT LANCASTER ) (
GORKY PARK ( WLLIAM HURT / LEE MARVIN )
GREASE 2 ( M CHELLE PFEI FFER / ADRI AN ZMED )
GREAT DI CTATOR ( THE ) ( CHARLIE CHAPLAN )
GREAT SANTINI ( THE ) ( ROBERT DUVALL )
HARD TO HOLD ( RI CK SPRI NGFI ELD )
HAROLD & MAUDE ( RUTH GORDAN / CAT STEVENS ) (
HARRY & SON ( PAUL NEWWVAN / BOBBY BENSON )
HEAVEN CAN WAI T ( WARREN BEATTY / J CHRISTIE ) (
HELL I N THE PACI FIC ( LEE MARVIN )
| SLAND OF DR MOREAU ( THE ) ( B LANCASTER )
JAMES TAYLOR | N CONCERT
THE JERK ( STEVE MARTIN / BERNADETTE PETERS )  (
JETHRO TULL ( SLI PSTREAM )
JINXED ( BETTE MDLER / RIP TORN )
JONI M TCHEL ( SHADOW & LI GHT )
KING OF COMEDY ( THE ) ( ROBERT DENFIRO/ J LEWS )
LADY SINGS THE BLUES ( 2 DI SKS)

( DIANA ROSS / B DEE W LLIAVS )
LAST TANGO I N PARI'S ( MARLON BRANDO )
LAST WALTZ ( THE ) ( THE BAND & MORE )
LEGEND OF THE LONE RANGER ( THE )

( KLI NTON SPI LLSBURY )
LI TTLE BIG MAN ( D HOFFMAN / FAYE DUNAVAY ) (
LONELY GUY ( STEVE MARTIN / CHARLES GRODI N )
LONE WOLF McQUADE ( CHUCK NORRI'S / D CARRADI NE )
LOVE ME TENDER ( ELVIS )
LOVE & DEATH ( WOODY ALLEN / DI ANE KEATON )
MAI N EVENT ( BARBRA STREI SAND / RYAN O'NEAL )  (
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MAKI NG OF STAR WARS ( THE ) & ESB ( 1980 )
MAN WTH 2 BRAINS ( THE ) ( STEVE MARTIN / K TURNER ) ( 1983 )

MARATHON MAN ( DUSTI N HOFFMAN ) ( 1976 )

MELI SSA MANCHESTER ( 1980 )
M RACLE OF LAKE PLACID ( THE ) ( HOCKEY & MORE ) ( 1980 )

M SFITS ( THE ) ( CLARK GABLE / MARI LYN MONRCE ) ( 1961 )

M SSI NG ( JACK LEMMON / S| SSY SPACEK ) ( 1982 )

MODERN PROBLEMS ( CHEVY CHASE ) ( 1981 )

MONSI GNOR ( CHRI STOPHER REEVES ) ( 1982 )

NEI GHBORS ( JOHN BELUSHI / DAN AYKROYD ) ( 1981 )
NEI L YOUNG & CRAZY HORSE  ( RUST NEVER SLEEPS ) ( 1979 )
NI GHT HAVKS ( SLY STALLONE / RUTGER HAUER ) ( 1981 )
NORMA RAE ( SALLY FIELD / BEAU BRI DGES ) ( 1979 )
ORDI NARY PEOPLE ( 2 DI SKS )
( D SUTHERLAND / MARY TYLER MOORE ) ( 1980 )
OSCAR ( THE ) ( ELKE SUMMER / M LTON BERLE ) ( 1965 )
PAPI LLON ( STEVE MOQUEEN / DUSTI N HOFFMAN ) ( 1973 )
PATERNI TY: HE WANTS YOU TO HAVE HI S BABY
( B REYNOLDS / L HUTTON / BEV D ANGELO ) ( 1981 )
PAUL SI MON ( | N CONCERT ) ( 1981 )
POPEYE ( ROBIN WLLIAMS / SHELLY DUVALL ) ( 1980 )
POSTMAN ALWAYS RINGS TW CE ( THE )
( JACK NI CHOLSON / JESSI CA LANGE ) ( 1981 )
PRODUCERS ( THE ) ( ZERO MOSTEL / GENE WLDER ) ( 1964 )
PUVPI NG | RON ( ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER ) ( 1976 )
QUADRCPHENI A ( THE WHO ) ( 1979 )
RED AUERBACH ( RED ON ROUNDBALL )
( JABBAR / RUSSELL / WALTON / ERVI NG & MORE ) ( 1982 )

RI CH AND FAMOUS ( JAQ BI SSET / CANDI CE BERGEN ) ( 1981 )
ROAD GAMES ( STACEY KEACH / JAME LEE CURTIS ) ( 1981 )
ROLLI NG STONES ( G MME SHELTER ) ( M CK JAGGER ) ( 1970
ROLLI NG STONES ( LET; S SPEND THE NI GHT TOGETHER ) ( 1983
ROLLI NG THUNDER ( W LLI AM DEVANE ) ( 1977
RUVBLE FI SH ( MATT DI LLON / M CKEY ROURKE ) ( 1983
SCARFACE ( AL PACINO ) 2 DI SKS ( 1983
SEM - TOUGH ( BURT REYNOLDS / K KRI STOFFERSON ) ( 1977 )

— N N N

SERPI CO ( AL PACINO ) 2 DI SKS ( 1973 )
SHAFT ( RI CHARD ROUNDTREE ) ( 1971 )
SHAZAM ( 1981 )

SHOOT THE MOON ( ALBERT FINNEY / DI ANE KEATON ) ( 1981 )
SHOWDOWN ( THE )

SUGAR RAY LEONARD VS THOVAS HEARNS  SEPT 16 ( 1981 )
SI X WEEKS ( DUDLEY MOORE / MARY TYLER MOORE )  ( 1982 )
SLEEPER ( WOODY ALLEN / DI ANE KEATON ) ( 1973 )
SMOKEY AND THE BANDI T 3 ( JACKI E GLEASON ) ( 1983 )
SNOOPY COME HOVE ( 1972)
SOPHI ES CHOI CE ( MERYL STREEP / KEVI N KLI NE ) ( 1982 )
SOYLENT GREEN ( CHARLTON HESTON ) ( 1973)
STAR 80 ( MARI EL HEM NGMAY ) ( 1983 )
STARDUST MEMORI ES ( WOODY ALLEN ) ( 1980 )



STARTI NG OVER ( B REYNOLDS / C BERGMAN / J CLAYB ) ( 1979
STAR WARS ( MHAM LL / H FORD / C FI SHER ) ( 1977
STAYI NG ALI VE ( JOHN TRAVOLTA ) ( 1983
STING ( THE) 2 ( J GLEASON / TERI GARR/ MAC DAVIS )  ( 1983
SUDDEN | MPACT ( CLINT EASTWOOD / SONDRA LOCKE ) ( 1983 )

— N N

SUPERBOW. XIV ( RAMS VS STEELERS ) ( 1980 )
SUPERMAN |11 ( CHRI STOPHER REEVES / RI CAHRD PRYOR )( 1983 )
SUNSHI NE BOYS ( THE ) ( GEORGE BURNS / W MATTHAU ) ( 1975 )
SWAMP THI NG ( ADRI ENNE BARBEAU / L JOURDAN ) ( 1981 )
SYBIL ( SALLY FIELD ) ( 1977 )
TAKE THE MONEY & RUN ( WOODY ALLEN ) ( 1969 )
TALES FROM MUPPETLAND ( 1977 )
TAXI DRI VER ( ROBERT DENIRO / CYBIL SHEPHARD ) ( 1976 )
TEN TIL M DN GHT ( CHARLES BRONSON ) ( 1983 )
TESS ( NASTASSI A KI NSKI ) ( 1982 )
TI GHTROPE ( CLI NT EASTWOOD ) ( 1984 )
THEY ALL LAUGHED
( A HEPBURN / J RITTER / DOROTHY STRATTEN ) ( 1982 )

THEY DRI VE BY NI GHT ( H BOGART / GEORGE RAFT ) ( 1968 )
THEY SHOOT HORSES DON' T THEY ?

( JANE FONDA / M CHAEL SARRAZIN ) ( 1969 )
THI EF ( JAVES CAAN / TUESDAY VELD ) ( 1981 )
THOVAS CROWN AFFAIR ( THE )

( STEVE McQUEEN / FAYE DUNAVAY ) ( 1968 )

TOMWY- THE WHO ( ANN MARGRET / ERI C CLAPTON ) ( 1975 )
TOOTSI E ( DUSTI N HOFFMAN / JESSI CA LANGE ) ( 1982 )
TRI BUTE ( JACK LEMON / ROBBY BENSON ) ( 1980 )
TRUE CONFESSI ONS ( ROBERT DENI RO / ROBERT DUVALL)( 1981 )
TWELVE ANGRY MEN ( HENRY FONDA / EG MARSHALL ) ( 1957 )

VERDI CT ( THE ) ( PAUL NEWAN ) ( 1982 )

VISTOR ( THE ) ( M CK FLEETWOOD ) ( 1981 )
VI VA LAS VEGAS ( ELVIS / ANN MARGRET ) ( 1963 )
WESTWORLD ( YUL BRYNNER / JAMES BROLIN ) ( 1973)

WHAT' S UP TI GERLILY? ( WOODY ALLEN ) ( 1966 )

W LD IN THE COUNTRY ( ELVIS / HOPE LANGE ) ( 1961 )

W MBLEDON 1981 ( JOHN McENRCE & MORE ) ( 1977 )

YOU ONLY LIVE TWCE ( JAMES BOND ) ( S CONNERY ) ( 1967 )

ZAPPED ( SCOTT BAIO/ WLLIE AVES ) ( 1982 )

DI NO PROVENZANO
( 914 ) 255-0355
EMAI L BACK TO <avccOla @rodigy .conp

Date: Sun, 28 Dec 1997 22:03:30 -0500
From donal d bar af

M ME-Version: 1.0

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: Useful Information



I have 5 RCA players. One of virtually every nodel. None of them work
The problens are the follow ng:

1- Bad Needl e.

2- Automatic transport doesn't work.

3- Player works intermttently. One some disks it will start and on
others it won't.

It seens to nme that all of these probl ens except needl e replacemant can
be fixed with standard parts. The problemis that | don't have a
service manual of the know how to repair the machine.

One use of this newsletter would be to encourage the witing of a
manual , the establishment of a network of service centers, a voluntary
hotline, the warehousing of parts that are available and the creation of
contacts at RCA or Thonson.

It seens to ne that except for the manufacture of parts that are not
standard itens in other machines there is no point in talking about
buyi ng the ol d manufacturing dies.

This really needs to be approached in a rational manner.

The point here is for us to be able to play what we bought and to use
t he machi nes.

Let's rally around those issues and stop tal ki ng about manufacturing new
di sks and nmanuf acturing new machi nes.

I'"d love to start a dial ogue al ong those |ines.

From TerryTCl

Date: Sat, 3 Jan 1998 01:28:42 EST
To: ceds@el eport.com

Subject: Fix for J series players?

| have a couple of J series players that have both recently conme down with the
same synptom Wen a disc is |oaded there is a greater than nornal del ay
before starting and then the disc begins play anywhere from 10 to 30 seconds
into the side. Doing a reverse scan will only reluctantly bring the disc back
begi nning often taking several on and off applications of the search control
Once you have "l oosened" it up the player seens to partially recover but
usual Iy exhibits the sane problemthe next tine it is turned on. Does anyone
have any idea of what is causing the problemor better yet what the solution
mght be? Is it a failure of the stepper notor or is sone |ubrication needed?



Hopi ng someone can hel p
Terry Collins

TerryTCl@ol . com

From "Daniel P. Cayea"

To: <ceds@el eport. conp

Subj ect: CED Pl ayer Search

Date: Sat, 3 Jan 1998 14:32:43 -0500

M ME-Version: 1.0

X-Priority: 3

X-MSMai | -Priority: Nornal

X-M nmeOLE: Produced By M crosoft M neCLE V4. 72.2106. 4

Tel ecom Technol ogi es Incorporated is in search of a series 400 player for
the National Capacitance Disc Library. Please send bids for sale to
cayead@west el com com or postal service nail to: Tel ecom Technol ogi es
I ncorporated National Capacitance Disc Library 2841 First Street Lyon Muntain,
New Yor k 12952

From "Daniel P. Cayea"

To: <ceds@el eport.conp

Subj ect: NCDL Live Discussion

Date: Sat, 3 Jan 1998 14:38: 00 -0500

M ME-Version: 1.0

X-Priority: 3

X- MSMai | -Priority: Normnal

X-M meOLE: Produced By M crosoft M meCLE V4. 72.2106. 4

On Saturday, January 10th, the NCDL will hold a live discussion in the new
CED Chat Roomvia the CED Magic site for those interested or inquisitive about
the National Capacitance Disc Library, its mnission and its current status.
The di scussion will be held at 5:30 pmto 6:30 pmon Saturday, January 10t h.
Hope you will attend. Sincerely Dan Cayea NCDL at Tel ecom Technol ogies

M ne-Version: 1.0

Date: Sat, 3 Jan 1998 23:35:49 -0800
To: ceds@el eport.com

From Tom Howe <ceds@ el eport.conp
Subj ect: Vi deoDi sc Chat Room

Fel | ow CED ers:

As you nmay have gathered fromthe prior nessage, | added a chat roomto
www. cednagi c. comthis past week. The link is near the top of the main page,



enphasi zed with a "new' icon. Since CED Magic only gets about 15

non- consecutive hits per day, it's unlikely you'll be able to drop into
this roomat random and find anyone el se there. So the intent is to set up
specific times to hold chat roomsessions as Dan did in the prior nessage.
Dan, | noticed you didn't specify a time zone for your start time of 5:30
PM but assune it's Eastern Standard Tine, as you reside in New York. For
everyone reading this, assune it's 5:30 PM EST unl ess you get a followp
nmessage stating otherwise prior to the start of the chat session

--Tom Howe
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Date: Sat, 03 Jan 1998 16:32: 13 -0800
From Neil Wagner

M ME-Version: 1.0

To: CED Di gest <ceds@el eport.conp
Subj ect: Vi deodisc Hi story Returns!

I finally nmade it back to ny parents' house and pored
over the early 80's copies of Popular Science | had

|l eft there. These nagazi nes had a cornucopia of news
briefs and feature articles relating to CED s.

About a year ago | presented the first 9 parts of this
series (CED digests vol. 1 no. 4 through vol. 2 no. 6).
Wthout further ado, | now reintroduce this series to
the CED digest. ENJOY!

Vi deodi sc History, Part 10

>From t he January 1981 Popul ar Sci ence -

[This article deals primarily with Pioneer's first Laser
Di sc player, and as such is not generally on topic.
However, there are a few lines worth quoting to give the
reader a basis of conparison with the CED players of the
day. - Ed.]

Vi deo-di sc player - instant novies with push-button options
by W J. Hawkins

Vi deo-di sc players are not new - PS has been follow ng
their growth for five years and even devoted a 1977 cover



to them But now they're out of the |abs, out of the linmted
test-market stage, and, by the time you read this, into sone
46 major cities throughout the country. Surprisingly, the
first mass producer is Pioneer, the hi-fi manufacturer

Pi oneer calls its $750 vi deo-di sc player Laser Disc.

>From t he February 1981 Popul ar Sci ence -

[This brief also is not directly on topic. However, it shows
that RCA wasn't solely dedicated to CED technol ogy. - Ed.]

Sci ence Newsfront - Data disc
by Arthur Fisher

Two engi neers at RCA Laboratories have received a patent on
the di sc storage system shown above. Dr. Robert A. Bartolini
and Dr. Allan E. Bell developed the 12-inch disc, which can
hold 100 billion bits of information - enough, they say, to
store the entire contents of a multivolume encycl opedia, and
10 to 20 times the storage capacity of currently used nagnetic
discs. Information is recorded and retrieved by laser, in a
way simlar to that used in some video-disc formats. Key to
the RCA patent is a very thin layer of telluriumnetal in the
coating of the plastic disc. To inprint information, engineers
use an intense beam of a new seni conductor |aser, recently
devel oped by RCA, to burn a series of microscopic pits in the
tellurium The information is later read by a | ess powerful
beam fromthe sane |l aser. The beam passes through the pits
and is reflected into an electronic Iight detector by a | ayer
of al um num situated below the tellurium

Neil - nw@ x. netcom com

From LLP33

Date: Sun, 4 Jan 1998 13:18:31 EST
To: ceds@el eport.com

Subject: Re: CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 1

if you do not |ike people on here tal ki ng about remanufacture, then ignore it,
because when you bring up the fact that you dont like it, you are only

per petuating the discussion further, because that discussion until now was
over alittle while ago.

Date: Mon, 5 Jan 1998 16:54: 46 -0500 (EST)
From return
To: Tom Howe <ceds@ el eport.conp



Subj ect: Re: CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 1
M Me-Version: 1.0

Subj ect: The repairing of machi nes, and technical support.

Its nice to know that I'mnot the only one out there that is al one
trying to chanpion sone sort of " sanity in regards to "basic common
sense" about getting your nmchines repaired when they breakdown!!

| have over the past 4 Digests tried to rally the cause for setting up a
toll-free support line, Some sort of tech assist-line, or a list of
Service centers in "all of our" areas and regions to help and assist us!

It is good to see soneone el se that does have sone "Fore sight" that is
poi nting out the loom ng problemthat all will face when nachi nes
breakdown. |'ve pointed out repeatly, how there needs to be equal access
and oportunity for "ALL" persons to get nachines repaired, or to get
techni cal assistance with machi ne probl ens.

I"1l quote one recent person who has also stated this cause with me, "One
use of this newsletter would be to encourage the witing of a manual, the
establishnent of a network of service centers, a voluntary hotline, the
war ehousi ng of parts that are available and the creation of contacts at
RCA
or Thonson."

If | could elaborate just a bit, it is inmportant that we find sonmeone
who has particul ar experience on these types of nachi nes, because sone
Tech's don't have this specific skill on these types of nmachines, but |'m
very sure there are enough out there who are skilled enough with
background on these nmachines to help the people out on this page. To be
there when we all need assistance by tel ephone, or a repair policy set at
a very resonable rate to ship our machines to be repaired there if we so
desire

If we don't address the problens at hand, then there won't be nuch of a
future in this thing.

So, | recommend that we get oursel ves networked, and organi zed together
to began addressing this probleminorder to come up with a working
solution to this. (instead of sone of us sitting back on our duff's)

"I mean |l ook at all the people that e-mail into this Digest that need
Technical help with nmachines" | think the need has been established.
To reiterate the | ast statenent fromthe previous D gest volune, "Yes, we
do need and deserve technical and repair service for what we have!

Date: Tue, 6 Jan 1998 10:15: 37 -0800 (PST)
From Phil Frakes

Subj ect: WANTED: Linda Ronstadt in Concert
To: ceds@el eport.com



M ME-Version: 1.0

Looking for copies of the CED disc "Linda Ronstadt in Concert".
WIling to pay top dollar. Email ne at pfrakes@ ocketnmail.com

Thanks.
-Phil Frakes
405- 340- 9062

Date: Wed, 7 Jan 1998 17:32:49 -0600 (CST)
From "Jason P. Ransey"

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: WANTED: A good pl ayer and/or novies
M ME-Version: 1.0

I would like to purchase or trade for a good CED player. It nust be in
very good working order. | would prefer it to be a later nodel with a
remote. |'malso |ooking for any Di sney, James Bond or Star Wars rel ated
filnms.

Pl ease enmail ne if you have any of the above. | have a few novies that |
will trade with. LM what you want, off the top of ny head | know | have
a few Pink Panther novies, Pink Floyd from Ponpei, Rush: Exit Stage Left,
The Who: the Kids are alright, The Go-Gos Live and a few others.

Thanks,
Jason
ransej p@mi | . aubur n. edu

Date: Fri, 09 Jan 1998 22:51:16 -0800
From Tom Howe

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: Vi deoDi sc Auctions

M nme-Version: 1.0

Fel | ow CED ers:

The expl osive growth of the auction web site http://ww. ebay.comhas resulted in
CED s nearly always being up for auction there. Basically people list their
itens and a starting price, then others bid on them generally for seven days.
It's rather interesting to see how widely the prices vary. Sonetines there will
be no bids on discs with starting prices of $3.00, and at other tinmes discs that
at first thought nmight seemuninteresting are bid up, Iike a Mary Tyl er Mdore
disc that went for $18. Qut of curiosity, | put the Beatles "Let It Be" up for
auction, because it's been long out of print and is probably one of the nost
collectible titles. Right now, there's sonmeone with an Elvis disc with a mini num
bid of $100. It will be interesting to see if sonmeone actually bids on it. |
recently updated the CED FAQ question "Were can | find RCA VideoD scs and

pl ayers?" with sone suggestions for using Ebay.



--Tom
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Date: Sun, 11 Jan 1998 08:53:50 - 0800
From Neil Wagner

M ME-Version: 1.0

To: *CED Digest <ceds@el eport.conp
Subj ect: Videodisc History, Part 11

>From t he March 1981 Popul ar Sci ence col um "Look and Li sten"
by John Free

Vi deo-di sc race

Toshi ba has joi ned Zenith, JCPenney, Sears, Sanyo, and Radio
Shack to market RCA's capacitance el ectronic-disc (CED) system
CBS will make discs for the video players. RCA plans to offer
its under-$500 disc machine this spring. Radio Shack may sel
a Htachi-made player with nore features than RCA's. An under-
$100 adapter will enable Radio Shack CED owners to play stereo
disc releases. RCA has indicated its initial entry will be a
monaur al -only nodel with a step-up stereo CED player to foll ow.

Later in the year, the vidio high-density (VHD) disc system
is slated for sale by three jointly owed conpani es just formned
by General Electric, Matsushita, JVC, and Thorn EM. VHD pl ayers
al so use capacitance-type discs but are not conpatible with CED
VHD firms, apparently making |ast-ninute decisions about what
pl ayer features to include, stress that the groovel ess VHD disc
system can have stop-action, random access, and sl ow notion
capabilities that CED doesn't have. To fill the VHD program
l'ibrary, novie conpanies and others are being offered bargain
pressing rates ($5.50 for a two-hour disc).

Not to be outdone in the three-way disc-systembattle, Japanese,
Dutch, and U.S. supporters of optical (laser) video discs have
formed a pronotional outfit called the Laservision Assn. Optical-
di sc players are now being sold in najor cities by both Pioneer
and Magnavox. Newest optical converts are Advent and Fi sher
whi ch plan to market the noncontact disc machines along with
gi ant-screen projection TV's. A Laservision Assn. nenber, 3M
i s maki ng video discs.

Neil - nw@ x. netcom com



Date: Sun, 11 Jan 1998 08:57:11 -0800
From Neil Wagner

M ME-Version: 1.0

To: *CED Digest <ceds@ el eport.conp
Subj ect: Re: VideoDi sc Auctions

On Fri, 09 Jan 1998 Tom Howe wr ot e:
>The expl osive growh of the auction web site http://ww. ebay. com has
>resulted in CED s nearly always being up for auction there.

I concur that ebay is a great outlet for obtaining CED's. |'ve
had good success getting discs | want for a relatively | ow price

Neil - nw@ x.netcom com

From "George Butts"

To: <ceds@el eport.conp

Subj ect: CED Supply

Date: Sun, 11 Jan 1998 11:15:56 -0800

M ME- Version: 1.0

X-Priority: 3

X-MSMai | -Priority: Nornal

X-M meOLE: Produced By M crosoft M nmeCLE V4.71.1712.3

I recently had a rather disturbing experience regardi ng the purchase of
CED' s and | thought | might share it with the newsgroup. Last week | had a
few days off and had an opportunity to visit my local Goodwill early in the
nor ni ng. Usually | don't find nuch there, but to my surprise | discovered a
giant bin full of CED s priced at 99cents per disc. Star Wars, Soylent Geen
Aneri can Werewol f in London, The Wath OF Khan... Sone really great titles.
The manager cane by as | was sorting through themand told ne that a local nan
had called the store and asked if they would be interested in receiving his
collection of 400 CED s. The nmnager wasn't even exactly sure what they were,
but he said yes. VWhen | arrived there were about 100 in the bin. | asked
where the remai nder were and he said that w thout his know edge one of his
enpl oyees sent the rest to the main Goodwi |l store because they didn't think
they could possibly sell them all. He nmentioned that since | was so interested
(I purchased about 40-1 would have purchased nore, but nmany 2 disc sets had
been broken up when they randomy sent the renmi nder of the <collection to the
other store) he would see if he could contact the warehouse and get them
back. Well, | kept checking day after day. He wasn't able to find anyone at
t he war ehouse who had seen them Then this weekend | discovered their fate.
He said he finally got in touch with the person at the warhouse that had

unpacked them when they arrived. Thi s person made the decision that they were
too old and nobody would be interested in them So, he threw all 300 of them
in the dunpster. The manager asked if they could be retrieved, but the

gar bage had al ready been taken away. I find this naddening. | used to get



upset with people that take advantage of collectors interest in CED s and drive
up the price, but at |least that keeps the CED s in circulation. | really don't
know what the solution to this is. Wile the gentleman who donated them was no
longer interested in them | think he would be very disturbed to find that they
had been thrown out with the garbage. |I'msure nore CED' s than we would like
to think end up in soneone's trash.

Date: Sun, 11 Jan 1998 17:27:49 -0700 (MST)
From GLAHE FRED R

To: Tom Howe <ceds@ el eport.conp

Subj ect: Re: CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 2

M ME-Version: 1.0

The January 1998 issue of ELECTRONICS NOW has a good article by Sam
CGol dwasser (sam@tdavi ds. pi cker.com) entitled "Finding Information." It
describes how to get repair parts and information from many sources,
especially on the WAV

Fred d ahe

Priority: Nornal

X- MSMai | -Priority: Normal
X-Priority: 3

To: ceds@el eport.com

M ME-Version: 1.0

From "Daniel P. Cayea"

Subj ect: CED I nformation Bi nder
Date: Sun, 11 Jan 98 16:39:29 PST

Tel ecom Technol ogies is offering to those who are interested an attractive
i nformati on bi nder on the CED Format. The binder includes Frequently Asked
Questions, CED Titles, the National Capacitance Disc Library Collection

Dat abase, and nuch, nuch nore.

This colorful and infornmative binder is available to you for only $24.95

(i ncludes shipping) and conmes conplete with free updates for one full year and
as an added bonus to your purchase Telecomw ||l offer large discounts on future
bi nder purchases and bi nder upgrades.

*Com ng Soon

CED Techni cal Reference Binder 3.1 Software Edition

The Crafted Techni cal Reference Binder available for |1BM Conpati bl e Conputers.
This is currently in the beta stage, if you would like to beta test this
software, please wite to us.

If you would like nore information on this binder please wite to
cayead@westel comcomor wite to:

Tel ecom Press



2841 First Street
Lyon Muntai n, New York 12952

To Order: (Cash & Money Orders Accepted ONLY)
Tel ecom Press

CED Techni cal Reference

2870 First Street

Lyon Mountain, New York 12952

Priority: Normal

X-MsMai | -Priority: Nornal
X-Priority: 3

To: ceds@el eport.com

M ME- Version: 1.0

From "Daniel P. Cayea"

Subj ect: Defective Player Search
Date: Sun, 11 Jan 98 16:45:28 PST

Tel ecom Technol ogi es Incorporated is in search of defective or nal functioning
pl ayers for use and repair in the National Capacitance Disc Library. All
contributions will be duely noted and appreciated. For nore information or to
send donations the address is:

Tel ecom Technol ogi es | ncor por at ed
Nati onal Capacitance Disc Library
2841 First Street

Lyon Mountain, New York 12952

Priority: Nornal

X-MSMai | -Priority: Nornal
X-Priority: 3

To: ceds@el eport.com

M ME-Version: 1.0

From "Daniel P. Cayea"

Subj ect: CED Chat Room

Date: Sun, 11 Jan 98 16:49:47 PST

Dear CED Ent husi ast s:

I would like to personally apol ogi ze for abandoni ng those who were in the CED
Chat Room on January 10 from 5:30 to 6:30 pmEST. As you nay or nmay not have
heard of the severe ice stormthat has effected those of us in the northeast.
Such effects have been conmunications |ine and power failures. This is the
primary reason in which | was not available. | have scheduled a new tine for
the discussion. It has been scheduled for January 23 from5:30 to 6:30 pm EST.

| hope to see you there and once again | apol ogi ze for any inconviences that nay
have been caused.



Si ncerely
Dan Cayea
Tel ecom Technol ogi es

Priority: Normal
X-MSMai | -Priority: Nornal
X-Priority: 3

To: ceds@el eport.com

M Me-Version: 1.0

From "Daniel P. Cayea"

Subj ect: The CED Future: 1998
Date: Sun, 11 Jan 98 17:21:07 PST

The CED Future: 1998

As stated in CED Digest, Volune 3, Edition Two, | noticed a dicussion about the
revivication of CED being dropped. 1In no case has it been. | have two non
rhetorical questions to ask all of you.

A.  Should we all contradict each other and have few resources? or...
B. Should we conbing our resources and have nuch?

For the nost part it has been said that the resurrection of this format woul d
not be financial feasible. | would Iike to state once again (for those who
didn't plug one ear to get this) that it was never nentioned that this project
woul d be econonmically feasibile. That is true that it is relatively expensive
to performsuch a feat, this is true.

| propose this, and it has been stated tine again that we attenpt resurrent the
media as in the filns on CED instead of players in which to viewthem RCA
(before corporate buyout) actually had nore revenues in production of nedia for
CED pl ayers than the players thensel ves.

Just a thought...

(URC) 1998 Tel ecom Technol ogi es

Date: Mon, 12 Jan 1998 14:48:53 -0800 (PST)
From Jesse Skeen

To: Tom Howe <ceds@ el eport.conp

Subj ect: Re: CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 2

M nme-Version: 1.0

The Ebay note rem nds nme of a good question to ask everyone- what is THE
absol ute RAREST CED ever made that was intended for sale (neaning this
doesn't include the pronpb-only discs). | know that Beatles and Elvis
related stuff is getting to be a bitch with all the "collector" people



swarning around them | was |ucky enough to get Let It Be and a few Elvis
novies for nornal prices, |'ve paid a $10 prem um price however for G

Bl ues and the 1968 Coneback Special, as well as Mihanmad Ali's G eatest

Fi ghts, and at an antique mall the New York Yankees Mracle Year. But
keep in nmind, the nost notorious event on the 8-track front was the sale
of "Never M nd the Bollocks, Here's the Sex Pistols" for $100, making it
the Holy Grail of 8-tracks for those of us who go | ooking for such junk

I had to cough up $20 for Hard Day's Night at a flea market,

just because | didn't even know it existed on CED, and

it was on MPI Video which | never knew put out any CEDs. Did MPI put out
any others? They've held the rights to the classic novie "Faces of Death"
so it'd be cool to have that on CED (and as many of you may know,

al though it's supposed to be a docunentary featuring actual death
footage, nost of it is actually just special effects; the narrator clains
to be a doctor but it was found out he was just sone actor.)

Finally, a question |'ve asked before but haven't gotten an answer to so
"Il see if there's anyone new who knows: What was the COWPLETE list of
all the titles available at the March 1981 product |aunch; in other words
if | bought a player the first day it came out and | al so bought EVERY
avai l abl e di sc, what would | have ended up with? I'd like to know this so
I can group themin a special section on ny shelf. As has been nentioned
before, the very FIRST title to come off the production |line was "Race
For Your Life, Charlie Brown" (which was why | bugged ny parents to get a
vi deodi sc pl ayer back then so | could have ny own copy of it!) and the
very LAST apparently was "Jewel of the Nile," although soneone else told
me it was 2 titles released the sanme day that were the very | ast,
Youngbl ood and another novie | forget at at the nonent. |'ve al so been
told that "Flashdance" was the first CED to have cl osed captioning, and
considering the skipping problemit's often quite fun to try to read
captions on CEDs because the captions go nuts when it skips. Thank god
for built-in decoders, | can just imagi ne someone with their CED pl ayer
and new copy of Flashdance runni ng through one of those hunongous

Tel eCaption decoders you had to get to see them |'mnot hard of hearing,
but | enjoy this technology for some strange reason. It's the nost fun
when songs are pl ayi ng because they print the lyrics, and sonetinmes get
them wong since | guess they didn't have any actual scripts to work
with. (At the very end of nost novies there's credits for what conpany
did the captions along with a copyright indicating what year they were
done and a warni ng about public perfornmance of captions w thout

perm ssion.)

From ESmith1711

Dat e: Thu, 15 Jan 1998 14:44:04 EST

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: looking for the following CED S

i amlooking for the follow ng novies, have not got any to trade butw |l buy
for them
1. return of the jedi



2. aviewto a kill

3. maki ng of michael jacksons thriller
4. di anonds are forever

5.tron

6. on her majestys secret service

al so looking for a later series player (200 or above). will buy any of the
foll owi ng nentioned above.
Gene (esmithl7l1@ol . com

Date: Sat, 17 Jan 1998 11:43:15 -0800
From Tom Howe

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: Interactive VideoD scs

M nme-Version: 1.0

Hello All:

Sone of you have queried ne about interactive CED s. The current featured CED is
"A Wal k Through the Universe", the first interactive CED title. This feature
deals with interactive discs in general and al so provides tables of rel eased and
unrel eased titles.

--Tom
http://ww. cedmagi c. com

From "Bud Kl ass"”

To: <ceds@el eport. conp

Subj ect: CED S For Sal e!

Date: Sat, 17 Jan 1998 16: 38: 04 -0500
X-MsMai | -Priority: Nornal

X-Priority: 3

M ME-Version: 1.0

| have a nunmber of CED s for sale. Prices are $2.50 for single discs and $3
for double discs plus shipping. O i would sell themall at $2 apiece plus
shi pping. Please email nme for the list.

Thanks, Bud

BudKl ass@pr ynet.com
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Date: Sun, 18 Jan 1998 12:09: 01 +0200
From sobel

M ME-Version: 1.0

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: ad

X-Priority: 3 (Nornal)

I have 650 TITLES including rare, nultiple, and even box set which I
want to sell with three 400 series RCA players. The discs are $2 ea./$4
doubl e plus shipping. Approx. half the discs are still in the shrink
wap. Al offers considered. Players are $100 api ece plus shi pping.
must sell as a package only!! sobel @sracomco.il

From MPatoray

Date: Sun, 18 Jan 1998 11:37:43 EST
To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: No Subject

Organi zation: AOL (http://ww. aol . com

I am | ooking for an RCA 400 series player working or not. |If anyone has one
pl ease | et me know.
Matt Pat oray

Date: Mon, 19 Jan 1998 10: 09: 39 -0800 (PST)
From Jesse Skeen

To: Tom Howe <ceds@ el eport.conp

Subject: Re: CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 3

M me-Version: 1.0

I've heard simlar stories about Goodwi |l throwing out stuff that either
has been in the store unsold for too long or that they think nobody even
wants. Those who've read "8-track M nd", a "zine" for 8-track

ent husi asts, had a story once about soneone who regularly got |ots of
great tapes at a Goodwi Il until they got a new manager who st opped
putting themout, just leaving themin boxes in the back room Wen the
witer of the letter asked where all the 8-tracks went, she lied and said
there weren't any nore, but one day she snuck into the back room and
found the boxes of 8-tracks just sitting there, with Iots of ones she'd
wanted for a long tine. She got caught though and pernanently banned from
the store- the manger told her "Goodwi Il has a policy, and | follow that
policy: Never overload the nmerchandi se, especially the 8-tracks, because
they're dirty, bulky, and no one buys them anyway!"

I've heard other stories about things like perfectly good Vectrex gane

systens getting thrown out too. | don't know if the stores near ne
operate the sane way, but this has nmade me very wary of them and if |
ever have extra stuff that | can't sell or trade on the net | will NOT be

donating themto Goodwill. | will give themto sone thrift store but



first nmake sure that they actually get put out for sale and never thrown
out even if no one's bought them for nonths.

I wonder how nmany peopl e who donate stuff know about this? It seens
they'd do it with the assunption that it'd get sold and the noney going
to their charity, but if they get thrown out then that's just plain
stupid; sone thrift stores refuse certain donations if they think they
won't sell

I have occasional good luck with Goodwi || though; went to one in Lodi on
a whim(l live in Sacramento), this was during the first month | got into
the format, and found | ots of great discs there including Raiders of the
Lost Ark, which turns out to be a pretty comon title but | didn't have
many stereo discs yet and | wanted sonmething with a killer soundtrack to
see how good the sound on CED was.

If the goodwills in your area are taking donations and just trashing
them 1 suggest contacting the head of the organazation for the area and
I et them know you're displeased with this practice and won't be donating
anything to them and probably rarely stop at their stores either.

From ESmithl711

Date: Wed, 21 Jan 1998 00: 09: 47 EST
To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: CED post

I amlooking for the foll ow ng discs

1. Return of the jedi (1st disc only)

2. Aviewto a kill (1st disc only)

3. Rocky 4

4. Dianonds are forever

5.0n her nmjesties secret service

6. Thunderball ( 1st disc only)

i will buy or trade discs for these, will trade multiple discs for a couple of
t he above. Esm thl711@ol . com

Date: Fri, 23 Jan 1998 22:46: 26 -0800
From Tom Howe

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: RE: Rare VideoDi scs

M me-Version: 1.0

On Mon, 12 Jan 1998 Jesse Skeen wrote:

<The Ebay note rem nds ne of a good question to ask everyone- what is THE
<absol ut e RAREST CED ever made that was intended for sale (neaning this
<doesn't include the prono-only discs).

If I had to pick the rarest retail disc it would be "Janes Cagney: That Yankee
Doodl e Dandy". This was one of the last titles schedul ed for August 1986

rel ease (the date was later noved forward to June to acconmodate cl osure of the
pressing plant). Since this was a docunentary, and an old one at that (fromhis



1981 cone back in Ragtine), it probably was pressed in snmaller quantities than
any of the other August 1986 rel eases which included Eneny M ne, Mirphy's
Romance, Marie, Spies Like Us, Sweet Dreans, and Youngbl ood. The very last title
pressed on June 27, 1986 was "Jewel of the Nile", but this one apparently isn't
exceptionally rare as the plant personnel kept pressing it until there were no
nore enpty caddies in the warehouse (nost copies of this title will have two
caddy | abels, one glued directly over the other).

Looking over all the 1986 rel eases, there is only one that |'ve conme across only
once "Mad Max Beyond Thunderdone". This title was a January 1986 rel ease and a

much hyped novie, so it nmay be nmere coincidence that |'ve seen it only once. I'd
be interested to know if anyone else on the list has this title.

I"'mstill working on the overall rarity rating for all titles, It's a very

nmonot onous task. | need as many people as possible to fill out the rarity

survey at the CED Magic site, as | still don't have enough of those to make a
statistically significant distinction between the title pairs listed. Even if
you have only one title on that survey, it's still useful to check it off and

submit the form One thing about the analysis is that some titles have emerged
as being very common. Does anyone want to guess what the nmpbst conmon title
appears to be? Here's a hint-- it's a novie that figured proninently in the news
al nrost exactly one year after RCA introduced the CED system

--Tom
http://ww. cedmagi c. com

From "Daniel P. Cayea"

To: <ceds@el eport.conp

Subj ect: NCDL Newsletter & Chat Room Meeti ng

Date: Fri, 24 Jan 1997 09: 31:01 -0500

M ME- Version: 1.0

X-Priority: 3

X-MSMai | -Priority: Nornal

X-M meOLE: Produced By M crosoft M nmeCLE V4. 71.1712.3

Dear CED Ent husi asts: I would lIike to apol ogi ze for the abandonnment of
the nmeeting and the tenporary halt of the newsletter. The weather in northern
New York, nore specifically the Ice Stormof 1998 which you may or may have
not known about has been wreaking general havoc on all here, including the
computers. | ask you if you were subscribed to the newsletter to please
subscri be again, so that | may update damaged fil es. Thanks Dan Cayea Tel ecom
Technol ogi es

Date: Sat, 24 Jan 1998 09: 32:21 -0800
From Neil Wagner

M ME-Version: 1.0

To: *CED Digest <ceds@ el eport.conp
Subj ect: Videodisc History, Part 12

>Fromthe April 1981 issue of Popul ar Science,



the first half of a feature article
by WIliamJ. Hawkins.

Now you can buy it: RCA's videodisc player

It's easy to set up, use, nmamintain--and features
a reasonable price to boot

If you' ve been follow ng the videodisc evol ution
in PS for the past few years, you know there are
three najor systens: Philips optical, RCA capaci-
tance, and Matsushita's VHD. Magnavox and Pi oneer
are already selling players using the Philips system
(both units tried by PS, Sept. '79 and Jan. '81).

And now the RCA systemis avail abl e.

But that's not all. At a recent Electronics
I ndustries Assn. dealer trade show, about a dozen
di fferent brands were shown, all using one of the
three major formats. Al should be available within
a year. And 1981 isn't just the year for video--it's
prom sing to be the year for the videodisc.

I've been living with the RCA system for sone time
now. It's sinple to use and easy to hook up. One
control--a three-position | ever switch--does nost of
the work. Push it down to the "LOAD' position, and a
front door opens w de so you can insert the disc-jacket
and all. You never touch the record. The nmachinery
inside the player extracts the disc, and you pull out
the enpty plastic jacket. Then you just slide the
switch up to "PLAY".

This player is different fromthe prototype | saw a
few years ago. It has additional buttons for special
effects: Reverse and forward "VI SUAL SEARCH' buttons
| et you scan for a scene at about 16 tines norma
speed. Reverse and forward "RAPI D ACCESS" buttons | et
you | eap through the hour-long side. You can't see
the picture in this node, but a digital display counts
up or down to show how for you' ve gone. The |ast
button is "PAUSE", and it tenmporarily holds the show
and bl anks out the screen.

When the first side is through, you insert the disc
jacket into the |oading hole again. The disc is placed
back in the sleeve and you pull it out. Turn it over
place it back in the hole, and renpove the enpty jacket.
Anot her hour of play is ready to go.

[Look for the second half of this article in
next week's CED Digest.]



Neil - nw@ x. netcom com

Date: Sat, 24 Jan 1998 13:10:16 -0700
From "Jerry E. Harper"

M ME-Version: 1.0

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: subscribe to digest

Where can | get ny player repaired?
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Date: Sun, 25 Jan 1998 21:10:56 -0800
From Neil Wagner

M ME-Version: 1.0

To: *CED Di gest <ceds@ el eport.con
Subj ect: Videodisc History, Part 13

>Fromthe April 1981 issue of Popul ar Sci ence,
the second half of a feature article
by WIliamJ. Hawkins.

Now you can buy it: RCA' s videodisc player

It's easy to set up, use, naintain--and features
a reasonable price to boot

[see CED Digest vol. 3, no. 4, for part one]

The RCA systen uses a stylus to track the record.
It will wear out eventually (after several years of
normal play, according to a spokeswonan for RCA).
To replace it, you lift the plastic cover fromthe
top of the machine to expose the stylus unit. Push
a lever to renove it, and drop in a new one. The
whol e thing is done at hone in about 30 seconds.
Cost of a new stylus will be approximtely $70.

Connecting the player to your TV is also sinple:
It goes between your antenna (or cable) and the TV-
antenna terminals. The player does all the switching



automatically. M only criticism There are no video-
and audi o-out put jacks. These would provide cleaner
signals to TV s that accept them

Neverthel ess, the quality on ny Heath projection TV
is excellent, and audi o reproduction is good. | did
see an occasional glitch on one of the discs |I watched.
(Fast search sonetines caused a frenzied picture, cured
only by turning off the player and restarting.) This
may have been a disc problemand could be attributed to
an early pressing. But it enphasized one inportant
point for disc players: The quality of the prograns--
technically and artistically--will be key to the players
success.

RCA has done an excellent job of keeping its player
sinpl e but useful, and reasonably priced at $499. 95.
(Discs will cost between $15 and $25.) Still, its suc-
cess, | think, will depend on deals signed in Hollywood.

[ photo of a then-new SGT-100 (I presune) with a CED of
"Saturday Night Fever' being (un)loaded. Caption reads:
"Disc and jacket are inserted into player. Jacket cones
out, but the disc stays in."]

[ photo of open stylus access panel and a hand hol ding a
stylus hol der upside down. Caption reads: "Top door
on player pops off to expose stylus holder. Changing
the stylus is easier than changing an audio cartridge."]

Neil - nw@ x.netcom com

Date: Mon, 26 Jan 1998 10: 31: 24 -0600
From David Potochick

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: The RCA DVD Deno...

Has anyone seen the RCA DVD deno??? | saw it in a store this
weekend and noticed it being very similiar to the old CED denp discs they
used to have. It looks like DVDis here to stay and it's even conmng to you

I"l'l have to bite ny tongue on what | previously said about DVD.... |
conmpared DVD to VHS and it is far superior even though it uses pixels to
make a picture..... VHS is the worst format there is and | don't know how
it has survived this long.... But, when VHS is finally killed, people wll
probably collect VHS tapes like CED s.......

Lat er,



Date: Tue, 27 Jan 1998 13:14:19 -0600 (CST)
From "Jason P. Ransey"

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: WANTED:

M ME-Version: 1.0

I'"'m1ooking for any good novies, but the on | really need is RETURN OF THE
JEDI, both discs. Wuld like it in good shape and working but |'I]
probabl y take anyt hing.

I"'malso in need of a good PLAYER | would like it to be a | ater nodel
with renote, but as long as it's in good shape and works well |'m

i nterested.

I'"ve got things to trade so if you have either one of these itens, please
l et me know and we'll work somet hing out.

Thanks,

Jason

ransej p@mi | . aubur n. edu

Date: Tue, 27 Jan 1998 17:45:47 -0800
From Neil Wagner

M ME-Version: 1.0

To: *CED Digest <ceds@ el eport.conp
Subj ect: Stereo caddies

Generally, | know that stereo CED s cone in blue
caddies. Today | came across a stack of discs
and di scovered one that was stereo in a white
caddy (Ranbo: First Blood Part Il1). |Is that
common or are stereo discs al nost exclusively
packaged in bl ue caddi es?

Neil - nw@ x.netcom com

Date: Tue, 27 Jan 1998 17:56:47 -0800
From Neil Wagner

M ME-Version: 1.0

To: *CED Digest <ceds@el eport.conp
Subj ect: Coll ectable CED s

Sonme di scussi on here has been focused on the
rarity of various discs. That doesn't matter

to ne nearly as nmuch as the uni queness of a disc.

Does anyone have a master |ist or know of CEDs



that are unique in content. It could be that the
movi e has never been rel eased on any ot her format,
or like "The Kids Are Alright," CED is the only
format to offer the novie uncut and at the proper
speed! Perhaps the CED of "Blade Runner" is the
original theatrical release and not the later
(changed) video release nor the director's cut.

Any help in identifying those "special" discs is
appr eci at ed.

Neil - nw@ x. netcom com

Sender: geoff

Date: Fri, 30 Jan 1998 21:26:19 -0600
From Geoff O tmans

M ME-Version: 1.0

To: Tom Howe <ceds@ el eport. conp

Subj ect: Re: CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 4

Anybody el se got a Toshi ba VP-100 pl ayer?

I'"ve got a question. | just recently fixed the player (bad turntable
belt), and l|acking anything around a 28" dianeter belt (the biggest nmade
today apparently is 25"), | bought the 25" belt, and it works perfectly.

My question is this: is the VP-100 player stereo or not. | know, it's
got a jack on the back that says "Stereo”, but it's not the usual RCA
type jack...it's a four pin DIN connector...tw pins for ground, and
then two other wires. | do get a LITTLE bit of sound out of one of the
other two wires, but it's very quiet, so my guess is that it doesn't
even get pre-anped. The ot her does absolutely nothing if | plug a
channel fromthe stereo to it. | suspect that this player is sinply
MONO, with an expansion option to nake it stereo. It seens kind of daft
to ne to put a composite RCA video and then a nonophonic RCA jack on the
back and then the 4 pin DIN connector if it is indeed stereo...so that's
my guess. The other things that make nme think this is stereo is that
there are no badges anywhere on the front or top of the unit indicating
that it is stereo, which seens weird cause nost nanufacturers of
consuner el ectronic equi pnent (VCRs notably) use this as a bragging
point...my Hitachi CED player clearly labels it STEREQ

For other people wondering about the unit...

The player itself was made in 1981, which also makes ne think it's not
stereo. :) There are a fewthings |I |ike about the player, and a few

that | don't. For one, | really like the front |oading design of this
one vs. the Hitachi. It's real snooth putting a disc in and there's al



these neat safeguards it uses to keep you fromnessing up the disc. It's
got a clear window on the top...l kinda like to see the disc spinning
inside. :) It has an 2 digit 14 segnent tinme el apsed indicator, whereas
the Hitachi just has an LED mounted on the pickup armand a clear w ndor
with tinmes ticked off. The player REMOVES the needle fromthe surface of
the disc while using the "Rapid Access" buttons...it has X2 pl ayback
Pause, slow access (FF RAD). It has an option for a wired renote...if
you know how to nmake one, let nme know OCh yeah, the systemis self

cl eani ng, of course...when you insert a disc, it dabs the needle into

the velvet to clean it - it retracts the needle again before the disc
gets to the rear of the player. Oh yeah, tracking is pretty good...it
doesn't skip rmuch at all, unless the disc is trashed (1've got a

For bi dden Pl anet that doesn't play well on either player), the other
discs in ny possession track about 95% accurately. It starts at the VERY
BEA NNI NG of the disc...sonething ny Htachi doesn't do too well
sometines. On the Hitachi sometines it misses the RCA Intro animation
completely, or starts in the mddle of it.

On the downsi de. .

Firstly, I'"'mnot at all happy with the way it handl es discs. Wen you
play the disc, the turntable noves up to neet the disc, and then the
turntable starts. Unfortunately, until the disc gets up to speed, you
can hear that the turntable is spinning faster than the disc is.
Apparently, it only abrades the inner surface of the disc (the part with
no program around the hole)...conversely | don't like the way it stops
the disc either! To stop the disc you hit the "Reset" button on the
front of the player, and the turntable is retracted i medi ately. Notice
that | said it doesn't stop the disc fromspinning first! So, the disc
is rather abruptly reduced from450RPMto O in about 1.5 seconds after
it is suspended on park rests. No damage occurs fromthis either, so
maybe it's nothing to worry about. My other dislike is that it is a
heavy piece...about 25 pounds.

*Ceof f1*
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From ESmithl711

Date: Sun, 1 Feb 1998 12:55:23 EST
To: ceds@el eport.com

M nme-Version: 1.0

Subj ect: Wanted

I need an enpty case for return of the jedi disc twd, ny case got cracked and



the player will not take it, will also consider a case with a bad disc. also
| ooki ng for ANY cheap janmes bond discs, will buy or trade . Gene

Date: Sun, 1 Feb 1998 15:55:04 -0600 (CST)
From Drew Atari Fuehring

To: Tom Howe <ceds@ el eport.conp

Subj ect: Looking for a certain CED

M ME- Version: 1.0

I was wondering if anyone could tell me if a nmovie starring WIllie Nelson
called "Red Headed Stranger" was ever put out on CED....If anyone knows
where | could pick this up please et me know. ...l have some CEDs to trade
if anyone is interested and has this novie...

Let me know. ... THANX, DREW

Date: Sun, 01 Feb 1998 15:28:45 -0800
From Neil Wagner

M ME-Version: 1.0

To: *CED Digest <ceds@el eport.conp
Subj ect: Videodisc History, Part 14

>From t he May 1981 Popul ar Sci ence nmgazi ne "Look and
Li sten" colum by WIliamJ. Hawkins -

Here cones the fl ood

Sit back, relax, clean your glasses--your eyes are
in for a real workout for the next few years. That's
the message fromthe nmajor hone-el ectroni cs manuf ac-
turers, and they're saying it with a whol e new gene-
ration of video equipnment. Hold onto your popcorn
but what you watch--and where you watch it--nay never
be the sane.

First exanple: videodiscs. Wthin the year, al
three major formats (Philips, RCA, VHD) will be avail -
abl e; nore than a dozen nmakers and mj or distributors
have al ready chosen up sides as to which format they'l
be using. The latest, but by no neans the |east or
last, is fromPanasonic. It's a VHD systemthat uses a
groovel ess record (like the Philips systen) for video
information. Result: first-run color novies with
stereo sound from (conpared to tape) an inexpensive
record. It has special effects soch as slow notion
freeze frame, reverse, and fast notion. And it's
equi pped with a mcroprocessor for progranmng. You
can instruct the player to show you specific sections
of a disc, and in any order. That feature will be use-



ful on future instructional discs, for exanple.

[ The article goes on to discuss projection and hand-
held TV s as well as a conbi ned vi deo canera/recorder
for taking your own honme novies.]

[ Acconpanying the article was a picture of the
menti oned Panasonic VHD player. |t appears to be quite
simlar in size to the early CED players and even has
a small door on top for access to sonething inside--no
stylus with this format, though. There's a VHD disc
besi de the player and it appears about eight inches
square and three-quarters of an inch thick.]

Qui ck Looks

Three new vi deodi scs, two from MCA and one from OPA
get the nost out of the Philips optical disc players.
OPA's "How to Watch Pro Football" is interactive--you
sel ect chapter nunbers to learn different aspects of
the gane. A stereo track on one chapter lets you listen
to either the offensive or defensive coach. "The Bl ues
Brothers" is all stereo. Although the two channels
coul d have been enphasi zed nore--especially for the
i ncredi bl e car-chase scenes in the novie--stereo sound
really adds to the fun of watching a novie at hone.
"Cheech and Chong's Next Movie" is recorded using the
ext ended- pl ay node (one hour a side). Al went well
except for a 20-minute span an one side. Cccasionally,
the disc junped back so you'd see a scene again. That
one needs a bit nore work.

Neil - nw@ x. netcom com

From (John O Connell)

Date: Thu, 5 Feb 1998 19: 15: 45 - 0500
To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: CED

M ME- Version: 1.0 (WebTV)

| have CED s for sale

Date: Thu, 5 Feb 1998 17:15:13 -0800 (PST)
From Jesse Skeen

To: Tom Howe <ceds@ el eport.conp

Subj ect: Re: CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 5



M me-Version: 1.0

Qui ck question- why did MCA start maki ng CEDs when t hey went al nost
exclusively with | aserdi sc since the beginning? Al so has anyone noti ced
that the nusic played over the Universal |ogo at the beginning of "Snokey
and the Bandit" is the opening | ogo nusic used on the old Discovision

| aserdi scs? Was that in the theatrical version, or just soneone's subtle
way of protesting having to master novies for this format?

From LLP33

Date: Thu, 5 Feb 1998 21:57:02 EST
To: ceds@el eport.com

M nme-Version: 1.0

Subj ect: rca/dvd/vhs/ced

the dvd will not replace Vhs it is replacing Laser D scs.

Sender: geoff

Date: Thu, 05 Feb 1998 23:07:08 -0600
From Geoff A tmans

M ME- Version: 1.0

To: Tom Howe <ceds@ el eport.comnmp

Subj ect: CED Pl ayer Modification

> Has anyone ever tried to get Separated Y/ C output froma CED player? On the
> sil kscreen for the notherboard on the Hitachi player | have suggests it
> m ght be possible.

*Ceof f 1 *

Date: Fri, 6 Feb 1998 15:17:50 -0500 (EST)
From return

To: Tom Howe <ceds@ el eport.conp

Subject: Re: CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 5

M ME-Version: 1.0

@uys, remenber about a year ago we were tal king about the mastering

error on the Tron disc, where there is a 1-2 sec still frane
where there should be notion..

well, 1've found another one. There is one on "Butterflies are Free"
with Gol die Hawn when she is talking to the actor who plays the blind guy
in the scene. | think its sone where right at say either 32 or 34 or 36
mn mark on side one of the disc. Goldie is talking to the man when you
get a freeze franme for atleast 1 sec or nore

Just though | would see who el se may have caught this one too??
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From Bill Vermllion

Subj ect: Re VHD

To: ceds@el eport.com (Tom Howe)

Date: Sun, 8 Feb 1998 09:59: 02 -0500 (EST)
M ME-Version: 1.0

In CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 6 2/6/98

> [ Acconmpanying the article was a picture of the

> nentioned Panasonic VHD player. It appears to be quite
> simlar in size to the early CED players and even has

> a small door on top for access to sonething inside--no
> stylus with this format, though. There's a VHD disc

> beside the player and it appears about eight inches

> square and three-quarters of an inch thick.]

The VHD was a capacitance system as was the CED. The CED used
the grooved surface to nove the arnm stylus conbination, while the
VHD used and enbeded servo track.

| believe RCA's thinking at the tinme was the nmechani cal novenent
i nstead of servo would be cheaper. However we now know it was |ess
reliable.

| saw the VHD denpbe'd at an AES (Audi o Engi neering Society) show in
NYC about 1980/ 81

The disks were 10" as | recall. They were groovless and had a
"sled" intead of a stylus, and the above nentinoed enbed servo
tracks drove the motors that noved the sled across the disk

The denmpb was interesting in that the VHD was a 4 channel system
The channel s coul d be audi o or video. It's been well over 15
years ago that | saw that, but the denb was a filmw th 3 channels
of sound. One of the ways the channels could have been used was to
have 3 channel s of video and one of sound, to emul ate the

mul ti-screen slide show presentations that were so popular in that
era.

In the end the VHD was never introduced to America, but | recal
that it survived for a fairly long period in Japan, being used in
t he educati onal market.



The engi neering design was superior to RCA' s approach (IMD).

The interesting nention in the included paragraph above was the it
was a Panasonic player. | seenmed to recall that it was JVC who had
done nuch of the research in the VHD market.

My menory of the VHD denpb | saw was that it was in a suite in NYC,
and al so show was a digital cassette format and a very realist 3-D
(excuse that term sound system

THe digital cassette was the sane shape/size of the Philips Conpact
Cassette and ran for approxinmately 90 minutes in one direction.
(That was only a dozen or so years before the DCC debacle circa
1995). THe audio denp had a fly/bee buzzing around and it appear
to go behind you. This was with a 2 speaker system but |istener
pl acenment was highly critical, as in sinilar systens later from
Carver and Q Sound.

Bill

bill @il ver.magicnet.net | bill @il ver.com

From DOEck

Date: Sun, 8 Feb 1998 17:28:58 EST
To: ceds@el eport.com

M nme-Version: 1.0

Subj ect: CED novi es

I aminterested in selling all ny CED novie collection of 120+.
I need any type of information concerning this, about where to adverti se,
etc...

Thanks,

M ke Eckert

From Kyl ei sus

Date: Mdn, 9 Feb 1998 23:01: 17 EST
To: ceds@el eport.com

M nme-Version: 1.0

Subj ect: Service for CED player

I amtrying to find someone who will service ny CED player in the
Phoeni x Arizona area. Any ideas?

Thanks.



kyl ei sus@uol . com

Date: Wed, 11 Feb 1998 19:11:20 -0800
From Neil Wagner

M ME-Version: 1.0

To: *CED Digest <ceds@el eport.conp
Subj ect: Videodisc History, Part 15

>From t he Novenber 1981 "Popul ar Sci ence" Special on
Hone El ectronics --

The coning record revolution: digital discs
by Leonard Fel dman

A laser "reads" the compact, no-wear disc to deliver
superior hi-fi.

[ The crux of this article is a discussion of the forth-
com ng introduction of Conpact Discs to the nmasses.
However, in a few points, quoted here, the article
touches on technol ogy used by RCA s videodi sc system
and its contenporary competitors.]

Wiile the Philips-Sony [Digital Audio Disc] systemis
based on optical |aser technol ogy, Tel efunken of West
Germany has been denonstrating a different groove-type
di sc system A nmechanical pickup stylus traces digita
informati on contained in the spiral groove. It now seens
unl i kely, however, that Tel efunken's systemw |l be
accepted as a world standard, or even be offered to the
public in the near future.

That | eaves one other system based on a groovel ess disc
that uses a pickup to sense minute changes in disc capaci-
tance. This DAD was devel oped by JVC as a conpanion to
its VHD (video high density) disc player for TV, slated
for marketing early next year. JVC s audio-disc system
uses the videodisc player with an extra plug-in adapter

The second digital audio-disc systemwe're likely to see
next year is AHD (audi o high density), devel oped by JVC
with its videodisc. This format carries audio information
as multiple rows of pits arranged in spiral tracks on discs.
The disc rotates at a constant 900 rpm A di amond pi ckup
stylus with a netallic section glides along the surface of
t he groovel ess disc, guided by additional tracking signals
| ocated al ongside the audio tracks. AHD discs are nmade with



an el ectroconductive plastic. The stylus reads mllions of
tiny pits as changes in capacitance. This information is
translated into digital signals and then into hi-fi audio
signals. Discs are 10.2 inches in dianeter and are auto-
matically | oaded froma protective case slipped into the

pl ayer.

JVC says it plans to market its videodisc player, used to
play AHD digital discs, at a price that's conpetitive with
the $500 capacitance-type video machi nes made by RCA and
others. But it has not said how nmuch the additional digita
audi o processor will cost.

Neil - nw@ x. netcom com

Date: Fri, 13 Feb 1998 21:53:45 -0600
From Geoff O tmans

M ME-Version: 1.0

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: FS: Toshi ba VP-100

I have a Toshi ba VP-100 player for sale. It works quite well (especially
after | just changed the turntable belt).

The player is in great shape...there are a few scratches, but nothing
maj or...the needle has a nice sharp point to it.

Make an offer!

*Ceof f 1 *

Geoff A tmans - geoffatsprynetdotcom- filthy spanmers!
Kernal = Keyboard Entry Read Network and Link
htt p:// hone. sprynet. com sprynet/ geof f
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Date: Sat, 14 Feb 1998 12:15:58 -0800
From M chael Ashton-More

To: tom@ednagi c. com

Subj ect: CEDs

M nme-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain



Content-Disposition: inline

Hel l o Tom

I have recently found a batch of CEDs.

Looki ng on the web for info nade ne decide not to throw them away, but see
i f anybody actually wanted them

If you know of anyone who wants them just get them contact ne.

I amin the NJ area

Here is the list on titles

Gol df i nger

The Thi ng

The Verdict x2

The Cannonbal | Run

Staying Alive

Ordinary People x 2

The Toy

Body Heat

Airplane 2 - The seque

Tradi ng Pl aces

Coma

Ragi ng Bul |l x2

Empire Strikes Back

Thriller (Mking of Mchael Jacksons)
Rai ders of the Lost Ark

Alien

Star Trek Il - The Wath of Khan
Bl ade Runner

Fl ash Dance

The Texas Chai nsaw Massacre

Tron

But ch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid
The Amityville Horror

An Anmerican Wrewol f in London
And Justice for al

Ri chard Pryor Live on Sunset Strip
The Spy Who Loved ne

Purple Rain

Onen |11- The Final Conflict

Fi r ef ox

Pol er gei st

From RJG a

Date: Sun, 15 Feb 1998 11:16:43 EST
To: ceds@el eport.com

M nme-Version: 1.0

Subj ect: Only on CED



The question of which titles are avail able on CED and not on other video nedia
comes up fromtinme to time, and here are a few that | am aware of:

"The Disney Disk of Mystery and | magination" was partially financed by RCA and
has never been released in any other form You can see an SJT 400 in the
instruction and introduction section on the disk, but if you don't have an SJT
400 pl ayer you can't watch the disk

Even though tape and | aser conpilations of Rocky & Bullw nkle have been
i ssued, none of them contained the classic "Wotsamatta U' story arc of the
first CED disk.

"American Hot Wax" was rel eased on tape by Fotonat (renenber then?) in the
early days of honme video, but has been out of print for years due to |icensing
problens with the nusic. | read sonewhere that a copy of the old Fotomat
release is selling for $850 at Video Oyster, one of those deal ers specializing
in hard to find video (I would think it would be harder to find a collector
willing to pay this price for what is undoubtedly a poor transfer--given the
limtations of VHS circa 1978, but that's another story). Wen | read this,
pul I ed out ny CED, popped open a beer and watched Jay, Fran and Lorraine
witness the birth of Rock 'n'" Roll. Eat your hearts out, tapeheads!

Bob Graham

From anal og.tv

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: Re: CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 7
X-Juno- Li ne- Breaks: 19

Date: Tue, 17 Feb 1998 14:58:50 EST

That's a cool website! | ran across two banana boxes full of ced novies
at the church auction about two years ago...... nobody bi d on them because
the included player had a sound problem....none. | wound up with the
mess and was deternmined to get the player fixed. | found a tech who found
a bad chipinit---he'd fix it if | could find the chip. A friend in

I ndi anapolis who started at RCA about when this ced thing cane out was
able to find a stick of the particular chips used in this player. | run
the heck out of the critter now and through the website and friends in

| ow pl aces have found quite a few very good titles. There's alnost no
reason to watch comercial television and | don't miss the comrercial s.
As ny hobby is repairing/collecting pre-1950 televisions, there is a

qui rk these ced's have over conventional video tape: they play wthout
distortion on these old sets. These oldies prefer a nice big
synchroni zi ng pul se the tape players abbreviate. Tape puts a nasty "S"
curve on the top of the screen and there is no problemw th the set

asi de fromroom dust on gl owi ng tubes. Tom ny
wi fe wants ne to organi ze/ catal og the novies we have....are you
interested in alist for addition to the database in the website...no new
titles but it mght give an idea to the quantity of stuff out



there..... and there's still a lot. Later, CRAIG ( GREENBELT, WMD)

You don't need to buy Internet access to use free Internet e-mail.
Get conpletely free e-mail fromJuno at http://ww.juno.com
O call Juno at (800) 654-JUNO [ 654-5866]

didn't use HELO protoco

Date: Thu, 19 Feb 1998 10: 33:33 -0600
To: ceds@el eport.com

From Thomas Eyssel

Subj ect: Newbi e question

M nme-Version: 1.0

I recently purchased 160 CEDs and a SFT100 at a flea market. Although there
was no way to test the equipnent, the discs were in original shipping boxes
(about 8 to a box) and the outside of the player seenmed pristine (and

i ncl uded the styrof oam shipping "covers". Now the bad news: while discs
play well, any color (even on the |ogos at the begi nning of b&w discs)
constantly fades in and out. During the tinme it changes fromcolor to b&w
the picture distorts.

I thought perhaps the player or discs were faulty, but then found anot her
SFT100 and a couple of discs at a thrift store. They do the sane thing!

This probl em doesn't seemto be covered in the CEDMVagic faq. Do these
synptons sound familiar? Being newto this technology, | ambaffled. Any
i deas?

Tom

Date: Sat, 21 Feb 1998 08:58:58 -0800
From Neil Wagner

M ME-Version: 1.0

To: *CED Digest <ceds@el eport.conp
Subj ect: Videodisc History, Part 16

>From t he Decenber 1981 "Popul ar Science" -- Part 1
by WIliamJ. Hawkins

VI DECDI SCS - new alternatives to novies at hone
Grab the popcorn: Lots of new machi nes
mean a new era in video entertai nnent

Look close. That record of "Saturday N ght Fever" has
all the songs fromthe novie. Wait. Look closer--that
record *is* the novie.

It's a videodisc. Not only does it contain a sound



track--it also contains the picture. Place it in a video-
di sc player connected to your TV set, and you get to see
full-color, uncut, comrercial-free novies--and nore.

Until recently, only two machi nes--Magnavox and Pi oneer--
have been available. But by the tine you read this, over
a dozen manufacturers should have units on store shel ves,
and nany other nmakers plan to have systens within the next
year (see table [to be recreated in a future install nent
of Vi deodisc History]).

Sound good? It does to nme, but for sone, the jury is
still out. They argue the price is too high for what you
get, and stiff conpetition fromvieotape recorders, as
wel | as inconpatible disc formats, have hel ped confuse and
al i enate potential custoners. True? Well, there's only
one way to decide--and that's to see what the new pl ayers
have to offer.

What you get

They're players only. Videodisc nachines can't record.
You buy a prerecorded video record--as you do an audio
record--place it in the player and watch its picture on
your TV.

Prices for the new players range from $430 to $770 depen-
ding on the format, which determ nes the possible features.
The format of the player is the technical way the video
information is extracted off the disc. There are currently
two types: LV (laser vision) devel oped by MCA and Phili ps,
and CED (capacitance electronics disc) by RCA. A third
system VHD (video high density), designed by Mtsushita,
JVC, and GE, is planned for June 1982

The formats are inconpatible--you can't buy an LV record
and expect it to play on a CED machine, or vice versa. And
as you can see fromthe table, even manufacturers are divi-
ded over which systemis best. The fact is, each format has
its own advantages.

The LV system for exanple, uses a | aser beamof light to
"read" the information. Nothing nmechanically touches the
disc, so there's no wear or loss in picture quality over
time. And, because of the way information can be placed on
the disc, the unit has many special -effects capabilities.

Controls on the Magnavox player, for instance, allow you
to vary the speed--forward or reverse--from 16 tines nor nal
down to still frane. And, in the still-frane position, it
will hold one frame of the disc rock-steady on the screen
for as long as you like

The Pioneer |aser disc player does that and a bit nore.
Each franme on the disc is electronically encoded with a num
ber. That allows you to instantly find and display any
frane at any tine. To do it, you enter the frane nunber on
a nuneric key pad on the player and push a SEARCH button



In seconds the frame pops on the screen. It could be a pic-
ture of Bo Derek fromher latest movie. O, perhaps not as
interesting but a lot nore informative, it could be a chart
of drill sizes froma howto programdisc. Sears has re-
cently put its entire catalog on a disc. Pick one frane to
see the newest radial-armsaw, press PLAY to see it in
action. The same idea is used for musical-concert discs:
Each song can be chosen with a CHAPTER nunber button.

Al'l this gives the LV machines great possibilities for a
variety of future uses. There is a drawback, however: cost.
The LV machines sinply are nore expensive than CED pl ayers- -
and | ow cost, along with sinple operation, is the main idea
behi nd the CED desi gn.

[ The conclusion of this article will appear in CED Di gest next
week, with the comparison table com ng the follow ng week.]

Neil - nw@ x. netcom com
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From "Daniel P. Cayea"

To: <ceds@el eport.conp

Subj ect: CED FastFinder & Ot her CED Services

Date: Wed, 25 Feb 1998 16:57:06 -0500

M ME- Version: 1.0

X-Priority: 3

X-MsMai | -Priority: Nornal

X-M nmeOLE: Produced By Mcrosoft M neCLE V4. 72. 3007.0

It has been sone tinme since | had nade a posting on the digest, but still

do find the tine to read it. Since the last time | had made a posting | have
been busy devel opi ng services and publications dealing with CED and wi t hout
further ado here they are... Tel ecom Technol ogi es CED Fast Finder Service...

Many CED ent husi asts have been | ooking for certain discs and with no avail give
up their search. Wth Telecomis newwy constructed |Internet Search Engi nges,
Client and El ectronics Databases we can help you find the disc(s) that you

seek. What's the catch, not much of a catch at all, if we find the disc that
you seek and nost likely we will, all that we ask if 3.5%of the disc purchase
price and we can't find them then we don't want 3.5% In fact we believe that
you' Il be so pleased with us that we'll find your first five discs absolutely
free. Just send an enmanil to tti @westelcomcomw th 'CED Fast Finder' in the
subject line with your title in the text box. Tel ecom Technol ogi es CED
Internet Resource Binder... Many of us have Internet access, of course how

could you be reading this if you didn't. But who really wants to |log on every



time they want to | ook sonething up. The Internet Resource Binder contains
hard copi es of every available Internet resource at the time of publication
Using Tel ecomis newy constructed search engine, resources are not hard to find
and have been conpiled together. Wy search all the tine, when for $29.95 you

can have for a lifetine. Price per binder: $29. 95 Free

Updat es: One Full Year (Includes all updates released for one year
after purchase) Online Support: Free at tti @westelcomcom To O der
or Inquire wite to tti @westelcomcomor wite to: Tel ecom Technol ogi es, Inc.

2841 First Street Lyon Muntain, New York 12952 Si ncerely Dani el P. Cayea
Tel ecom Technol ogi es, Inc.

From ESmith1711

Date: Fri, 27 Feb 1998 00:18: 21 EST
To: ceds@el eport.com

M me-Version: 1.0

Subj ect: ced post

i need 2 bond novies to conplete ny collection

1. aviewto a kil

2. on her nmmjesties secret service

if you have these i want them and have a couple other bonds to trade for them
t hanks, Gene (esmthl711@ol.com
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Sender: geof f

Date: Thu, 05 Mar 1998 19: 05: 35 -0600
From Geoff dtnmans

M ME-Version: 1.0

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: Cool book

| found a really neat book at the University library here...it was a
book of Videodisc and optical storage (in fact, | think that's what the
book was titled). It contained very in-depth information about various
formats...including CED! There were two chapters specifically for CED
whi ch contained information on VHD as well. The infornmation was very
techni cal, including information on stylus di nensions, nastering

techni ques, tracking control, etc. etc. 1'd say a good 30-50 pages

covering CED.

*Ceof f1*



Geoff Atmans - CPE Undergrad University of Alabanma in Huntsville
KERNAL = Keyboard Entry Read Network And Link
http://home. sprynet. com sprynet/ geof f

Date: Sat, 07 Mar 1998 00: 07: 57 -0800

From Tom Howe

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subject: RE: Color Shifts on RCA F and G pl ayers
M me-Version: 1.0

On Thu, 19 Feb 1998 ¢1803 wrote:

>| recently purchased 160 CEDs and a SFT100 at a flea narket. Although there
>was no way to test the equi pnment, the discs were in original shipping boxes
>(about 8 to a box) and the outside of the player seened pristine (and

>i ncl uded t he styrofoam shi pping "covers". Now the bad news: while discs
>play well, any color (even on the |ogos at the begi nning of b&w discs)
>constantly fades in and out. During the tine it changes fromcolor to b&w,
>t he picture distorts.

These color shifts are usually the result of variations in the 450RPMrate the
turntabl e needs to spin at. The Turntabl e Speed Check Strobe available in the
tech info section at CED Magic can be used to check on this. Sone players |'ve
seen will play normally at the start of play and then start the color shifts
later on. This is because the players have a linmted ability to correct for
speed variations with their tine base correction circuitry, but as the stylus
nmoves closer to the center of the disc the groove circunference continues to
decrease, and at sone point the decreasing signal bandwi dth gets too narrow for
the correction circuit.

RCA's F and G players seemparticularly susceptible to this because of the 16
pol e magnetic ring in the base of the turntable. Danage or weakness in any

one of these poles is enough to throw the rotation rate off. |I've | ooked at
turntabl es that have undanmaged magnetic rings, but still rotate unevenly, and
believe it is due to weakness in the nmagnetic field strength due to age, which
means this could eventually be an issue with all CED players. It already has
affected all the Sanyo players |'ve ever seen, which all exhibit the sane
characteristic- the turntable won't spin up after a disc is inserted. But if the
turntable is given a little nudge after loading the disc it will spin up and
play normally. The strength of the nagnetic field in the permanent nagnets has
decreased to the point that the electrically generated fields produced by the
not or cannot overcone the inertia of the stationary turntable.

RCA's J and K players as well as the Hitachi manufactured units al so depend on a
magnet to get the turntable spinning. | haven't yet seen any of these units that
won't spin up due to a weak magnet, but these players use a sinple toroida
magnet that can be replaced or possibly remagnetized.

--Tom Howe
http://ww. cedrmagi c. com



Date: Sat, 07 Mar 1998 15:31:37 -0800
From Neil Wagner

M ME-Version: 1.0

To: *CED Digest <ceds@ el eport.conp
Subj ect: Videodisc History Part 17

[sorry about forgetting to post this |ast week.]

>From t he Decenber 1981 "Popul ar Sci ence”
by WIliamJ. Hawkins

VI DECDI SCS - new alternatives to novies at hone -- Part 2

The CED units are basically no nore conplicated than an
audi o record player. A turntable spins the record, a
stylus tracks the grooves to extract the audi o and video
information. (The stylus is rated for about 500 plays
and can be replaced in nminutes at home. Cost: about $75.)

The only delicate piece in the systemis the record it-
self. Scratches or fingerprints could destroy your novie.
To prevent it, the CED records cone in a permanent plas-
tic jacket. You slide the record--jacket and all--into
the player. Then you pull the jacket back out. The
record automatically stays in place on the internal turn-
tabl e.

Because it is a record-in-a-groove system you can't
instantly scoot all over the disc. 1t takes a bit of
butt on- pushing. The basic RCA nodel gives you two fast-
forward and two reverse speeds. But you don't see the
picture while using the fastest speed (approximately 120
times normal). Instead, a visual indicator shows the
approximate nminutes into the disc. The type of indicator
used varies with the machine. Radio Shack, for instance,
uses a sliding wand on a tine scale (like tuning a radio).
RCA, Zenith, and Sanyo use a digital display.

Once you're near the area of the show you want, you can
"home in" with the slower-speed button (16 tines nornma
speed). Now you get to see the picture, and with practi ce,
you can stop within a scene or two of where you wi sh to be.

There are sone variations to all this. Some brands, such
as Hitachi and Sears, have cut the fast search down to 60
times normal but allow you to see the picture in both
speeds. And still others, such as Toshi ba, have two sl ower
speeds with visual search and a third high speed (130 tines
normal) you use with the digital display.

Still-framing is a bit of a problemon CED nachi nes since
each revolution of the record contains four separate franes
of picture information. The result of the Sanyo nmachine is



a shaky still-franmed picture (unless all four franes are
nearly identical). The problemis solved another way by
nmost ot her CED systens: they **don't have** a still-frame
button. They have a PAUSE button that blanks the TV image.

[stay tuned for the final part of this article, including
a conparison table of various nodels...next week]

Neil - nw@ x.netcom com
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Date: Thu, 12 Mar 1998 13:56:38 -0800
From Tom Howe

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: CED/ Newt on Parallels

M nme-Version: 1.0

Hello All:

If you follow the technol ogy press, you may have heard that Apple announced they
are discontinuing their Newton personal digital assistant, and are now

| iquidating the existing product inventory. You may be famliar with this
product as the there's a Newon version of the CED Titl e Database avail able for

downl oad at CED Magic. |'ve had one of these since they first cane out in 1993,
and al though | don't make extensive use of it, there are some cool functions
available, like using it as a television renote control. | have even been

considering programming it as a full-function SJT400 interactive renote. But in
t hi nki ng about this, there are sone striking simlarities betwen CED and
Newt on:

-Both products were introduced with much fanfare, and RCA and Appl e nade
convinci ng argunents that the products would be in use by a large portion of the
popul ation within a few years.

-Both were essentially released in the BETA stage. RCA had the skipping problem
mai nly attributable to too nmuch disc lubricant, and the player design flaw where
people would flip the function lever fromload to play with the caddy still in
the player, messing up the switch canms. The Newton had | aughably bad handwiting
recognition, that the press had a field day wth.

- Both products were discontinued when they were selling in the Bl ack. RCA was
maki ng a profit on disc sales when they discontinued CED, and the Newton by sone
accounts is the second best selling PDA (although it's way behind the Pal m



Pilot).

-Both products were essentially killed rather than spun off. A consortium
attenpted to buy CED pressing rights in 1985, but the deal fell through because
of RCA's high asking price. It sounds like they wanted CED to di sappear

compl etely so everyone woul d forget about it. Apple has decided to sit on their
Newt on technol ogy rather than sell it, possibly with the plan to introduce a new
PDA sonme time in the future.

More info on Apple's announcenent can be found at http://ww. newton-inc.com

--Tom Howe
http://ww. cedmagi c. com

Date: Fri, 13 Mar 1998 09: 35:43 -0800
From Neil Wagner

M ME-Version: 1.0

To: *CED Di gest <ceds@ el eport.conp
Subj ect: Videodisc History Part 18

>From t he Decenber 1981 "Popul ar Sci ence”
by WIliamJ. Hawkins

VI DECDI SCS - new alternatives to novies at hone -- Part 3
Are they worth it?

Renenber, videodisc players don't record. That nakes
vi deot ape recorders--avail able for about $100 nore--their
stiffest conpetition.

But with the videodisc player, you'll save noney later--
on the cost of the disc. A first-run novie is about $30.
That's not exactly cheap, but a prerecorded videot ape of
the same novie is at least twice that. Al so, disc players
offer nore in special effects and, with the right discs,
could be much nore than just novie players. |Instructional
di scs are available at present; future discs could nean an
entirely new way of gaining information.

All this will hang on the programing material avail abl e.
There is no doubt in ny mind that videodisc players will
survi ve al ongsi de vi deot ape--just as audi o discs and audio
tape recorders can be conpanions in a hi-fi system But
now we're in the mdst of a Catch-22. Progranm ng devel -
opers are waiting for nore videodisc players to be sold
bef ore they begin producing nore material, while videodisc
buyers are waiting for a fuller library before they're
willing to buy. And everybody's waiting to see what effect
a third inconpatible format will have this spring. Need-
| ess to say, for the videodisc to becone a box-office snmash,
sonet hing has to give.



[ The main picture acconpanying this story shows an unsl eeved
Di scoVision disc in the background (no novie title, just the
word "Di scoVision" on the label), and 7 different videodisc
players in the foreground. The caption reads:

"New vi deodi sc pl ayers offer excellent picture and sound
quality. Units sinply attach to TV antenna term nals.
(Antenna is automatically switched to TV when player is
turned off.) Sone units have separate audi o and vi deo
outputs for higher quality signals when used with a
projection TV and hi-fi. A few offer stereo. Renote
control is optionally available on sone. Top to bottom
are: Sanyo, Zenith, Radio Shack, RCA, Toshiba, Pioneer
and Magnavox."

The Pioneer and Magnavox units are clearly | aserdisc players.]

[ Two ot her photos appear, one showi ng a CED being inserted
into a player and the other showing a |l aserdisc ("D scoVision")
bei ng placed into the top-loading Pioneer player. Caption reads:
"Square plastic record jacket contains round CED di sc above.
CED machi nes, like this Toshiba, play an hour per side. The
Pi oneer LV system right, gets a half-hour per side in the
normal node. Extended-play discs in the LV system get an
hour per side, but only the fast-scan feature will work on
these shows. "]

[ The foll owing conparison table also appeared.]

Vi deodi sc- pl ayer manufacturers--now and future

| | | | | Control s |
| Manuf . | Model | Format| Price| Pause| Still| Sl ow | Fast | Random Renot e
| El mo | VEC 200 CED| 500 | X | X | | 2 | | X
| Fi sher | U | Lv | U | X | X | X | 2 | X | X |
| G E | u | WVHWHD| U | X | X | X | X | | U |
| Gol d Star| u | Lv | U | X | X | X | X | U | X |
| Hitachi | VIP1000] CED | 530 | X | | | 2 | | X
| JvC [ U | WVHWD]| U | X | X | X | X | X | X ]
| Magnavox | 8000 | LV | 699 | X | X | X | X | | |
| | 8005 | LV | 769 ] X | X | X | X | | X |
|M Ward | 10301 | CED| 430 | X | X | | 2 | | X
| NEC | u | WVHWD| U | X | X | X | X | | X
| Panasoni c| u | VvVWIb|] U | X | X | X | 2 | | X
| Pioneer |VP-1000] LV | 749 | X | X | X | 2 | X | X |
| Quasar [ Uu | WVHWID| U | X | X | X | 2 ] | X |
|R Shack | CED-1 | CED| 500 | X | [ | 2 | | X ]
| RCA | SFTI00W CED | 500 | X | | | 2 | | |
| Samsung | u | Lv | U | X | X | X | 2 | U | X |
| Sanyo | VDR300O] CED | 500 | X | X | | 3 | | X



| Sears | 5474 | CED| 480 | X | [ | 2 | [ [
| | 5478 | CED| 500 | X | | | 2 | | X
| Shar p [ u | wvWD]| U | X | X | X | 2 | X | X |
| Toshiba |VP-100 | CED| 525 | X | X | | 3 | [ [
| Zeni th | VP-2000] CED | 500 | X | [ | 2 | [ [
*Undeci ded

I I I Qut put I I I
| Manuf . | Model | RF | Vi deo| Audi o] Avai | abl e|] Remar ks |
| El mo | VEC-200] X | | | Now | Stereo adapter jack |
| Fi sher | Uu | X| X | X | Mrch | |
| G E | u | X| X | X | June |Variable speed |
| Gold Star]| U | X| X | X |End of 82 [
| Hitachi | VIP1000] X | X | X | Now | Renote optional; two [
| | | | | | | vi sual - search speeds |
| JvC | u | X| X | X | June | Variable speed |
| Magnavox | 8000 | X | X | X | Now | Variabl e speed |
| | 8005 | X| X | X | Now | Vari abl e speed |
|M Ward | 10301 | X | X | X | Now | Stereo adaptable; renote|
| | | | | | | control optional |
| NEC [ u | X| X | X | June |Prototype info only [
| Panasoni c| u | X| X | X | June |Prototype info only |
| Pioneer |VP-1000] X | X | X | Now | Variabl e speed |
| Quasar | u | X| X | X | June |Prototype info only |
|R Shack | CED-1 | X| X | X | Now | [
| RCA | SFT1I00W X | | | Now | |
| Samsung | u | X| X | X | June |Prototype info only |
| Sanyo | VDR300O|] X | X | X | Now |Conmb filtering; direct- |
| | | | | | | drive notor |
| Sears | 5474 | X | | | Now | |
| | 5478 | X| X | X | Now | Two vi sual -search speeds|
| Shar p | u | X| X | X | June | Random access requires |
| | | | | | | optional unit |
| Toshiba |VP-100 | X | X | X | Now | Stereo adapter jack |
| Zeni th | VP-2000] X | [ [ Now | |
*Undeci ded

Neil - nw@ x. netcom com
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17TH ANNI VERSARY | SSUE
The CED System was introduced Sunday, March 22nd, 1981

Date: Sun, 15 Mar 1998 19:10: 18 -0800
From Phil Bridges

M ME-Version: 1.0

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: CED s

I have the following for sale, preferrably as a package deal:

Titles are:

Fi r ef ox

Dunbo

Psycho |1

Cr eepshow

Romanci ng The Stone
Altered States

To Be O Not To Be

The Hunger

Bl azi ng Saddl es

Fi nal Exam

The Muppet Mvie

Sudden | npact

Art hur

Star Wars

Deadl y Bl essing

Ameri can Werewol f I n London
The Enpire Strikes Back X2
Seni or s

Return OF The Pink Pant her
Easy Mboney

Tradi ng Pl aces

Eyew t ness

He Knows You, re Al one
Under Fire

Ri chard Pryor = Here And Now
Fuzz

Private School

The Last Unicorn

Quest For Fire

The M ssionary

Jane Fonda, s Workout

St range Behavi our

Losin, It

They Call Me Bruce?
Stayin, Alive



Hal | oween |11
Thi ngs Are Tough All

Musi ¢ Di scs

Pi cture Misic
Pi nk Fl oyd =~ At Ponpei
Stevie Nicks In Concert

Who Rocks Anerica ~

Kenny Loggins - Aliv
The Conpl eat Beatl es
Rush = Exit Stage Lef
Queen © Greatest Flix

as wel |

saxguy@ol den. net

Over

82 Tour

e

t

as a SKT090 RCA player. Any offers are wel cone at

Date: Sun, 15 Mar 1998 21:57:56 -0800

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: FORWARDED TO CED DI GEST FROM ALT. VI DEO. DVD
Subj ect : 10 GOOD REASONS CED STI LL BEATS LD
From sl acker @ol . com (John "Doc" Hol |l i day)
Dat e: 1998/ 03/ 12
Message- | D: <6e91f 6$6e6$1@isenet 46. super news. conr
Newsgr oups: al t.video. dvd
Top ten reasons CED still beats LD:
10. No such thing as CED rot

VVVVVVVVVVVYVVV}VVYVVVYVVVYVVYVYVYVYV

09.

08.

07.

Wi

06.

05.

04.

03.

02.

01.

Pl ayers and dis

Disc i s never t

th their lives

Titl es avail abl

No friends hass

CED owners not

cs are |l ess expensive: watch those garage sal es!

ouched: no danger of fingerprint errors

CED owners have already recogni zed their format is dead; gotten on

e that were never released on LD

Good picture (not as good as DVD, but neither is LD s)

ling me to borrowtitles

No danger of |aser radiation

"Leonard Part 6" never rel eased on CED

i gnorant or blind enough to proclaimtheir



> inferior format is better than DVD

Date: Sat, 21 Mar 1998 04:48: 16 -0800
From Tom Howe

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: Raise the Titanic

M nme-Version: 1.0

Hello All:
Wth all the current Titanic hoopla, | chose this for the featured disc at CED
Magic. |'ve actually been planning a feature for sone tine conparing CED and DVD

cover art, and this title fit the nold nicely for a sinulated DVD to conpare
al ongsi de the real CED.

--Tom Howe
http://ww. cedmagi c. com

Date: Sat, 21 Mar 1998 18:58:11 -0800
From Neil Wagner
M ME- Version: 1.0
To: *CED Di gest <ceds@ el eport.cone
Subj ect: Videodisc History Part 19
>From the January 1982 Popul ar Sci ence colum "Look and Listen"
by WIlliamJ. Hawkins
Qui ck Looks

The itens you see as you're checking out of the supernarket
are specially selected to appeal to everybody--your eyes
catch a glinpse of everything fromrazor blades to stories on
how "I Beat Up a Martian" in tabloids. And soon you'll be
able to sort through videodi scs: Hunphrie Video is working
with RCAto rent players and discs at food stores. R pe
i deas like that could make the videodisc a fruitful venture.

>From t he March 1982 Popul ar Sci ence col um "Look and Li sten"
by John Free.
Qui ck Looks

Vi deodi sc players from Pioneer and RCA will have the CX
noi se-reducti on system devel oped by CBS Technol ogy Center
built into them RCAwll use CX for its stereo videodiscs,
slated for introduction this year. For audio LP discs, CX
encodi ng- decodi ng cuts background surface noi se while enab-
Iing playback on hi-fi systens not equipped with CX



Neil - nw@ x.netcom com
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From Bill Vermllion

Subj ect: Re: CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 12

To: ceds@el eport.com (Tom Howe)

Date: Sun, 22 Mar 1998 12:08:27 -0500 (EST)
M ME-Version: 1.0

CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 12 3/21/98

> To: *CED Di gest <ceds@ el eport.conp

> Subj ect: Videodisc History Part 19

>

> >From the January 1982 Popul ar Sci ence colum "Look and Listen”
> by WIlliamJ. Hawkins

> Qui ck Looks

> Videodi sc players from Pioneer and RCA will have the CX

> noi se-reduction system devel oped by CBS Technol ogy Center

> built into them RCA wll use CX for its stereo videodiscs,

> slated for introduction this year. For audio LP discs, CX

> encodi ng-decodi ng cuts background surface noi se whil e enab-

> |ing playback on hi-fi systenms not equipped with CX

Just a comment on CX CBS introduced the CX technol ogy as a way

to nake better/quieter LP s.

I was at an AES show in NYCin |late 1970's or early 1980's when the
showed this technol ogy. They had rel eased, or test rel eased a
coupl e of recordings using this technol ogy. CBS claimed it was
totally transparent and not noticeable.

It was not transparent and was noticeable - at least for the

engi neers and producers who nade the records. It was noticeable on
good equi pnent. CBS took a thorough drubbing about this and
abandonded this for LPs.

Consi dering that soundtracks for filns were lower in quality and
limted in range, this never presented a major problemthere, at
| east none that |'m aware of.

CX was al so designed to be 'conpatible' eg playable w thout serious
obj ect on non-CX systens. Dol by and dbx, both bei ng conpandi ng



technol ogys sound bad on systens with no decodi ng. Dol by was at
| east listenable, dbx was attrocious. W have 48 channels of dbx
in our two 24-track roons. It was okay there, but certainly not
destined for the consuner narketpl ace.

bill @il ver.mgicnet.net | bill @il ver.com

Date: Sun, 22 Mar 1998 15:03:38 -0400
From Rod Wi sner

Organi zation: 2001

M ME-Version: 1.0

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: auction announcenent

Coul d you pl ease post this auction notice for a Hitachi CED VIP 2000 and
over 75 disc titles.

The auction can be accessed at:

http://cgi.ebay. coniaw cgi/ eBayl SAPI . dl | ?Vi ew t em&i t emr9005242

Thank you for your help! Feel free to contact us with the information
below i f you have any questions.

Rod and Mel ani e Wi sner

PO Box 26263, WI mi ngton, DE 19899

302. 658. 5151

Whi sner is the 32,580th nost popular |ast name (surnane) in the United
States; frequency is 0.000% percentile is 82.379

From "Video Trading Co."

To: <ceds@el eport.cone

Subj ect: subscribe

Date: Sun, 22 Mar 1998 15:28: 24 -0500

M ME-Version: 1.0

X-Priority: 3

X- MSMai | -Priority: Normal

X-M nmeOLE: Produced By Mcrosoft MneCLE V4.71.1712.3

| have available for sale nearly 4500 RCA CED' s, new and used. Asking
$10, 000. Includes 50 or nore SJT and SKT 090's and 100's. Most players should
work but nost will need belts. Pete, squidi nc@wave.com

From Beaunont j

Date: Sun, 22 Mar 1998 16:08: 47 EST
To: ceds@el eport.com

M nme-Version: 1.0

Subj ect: Re: skipping probl ens



I have a RCA SGT 200 and five or six CEDs. It seens |like they play fine for

about ten or fifteen mnutes and then start skipping. | haven't played themto
the end so | don't know if the skipping continues, but it does seemto happen
with every disk I own. | assune the problemis the player. Anything | can do

to fix it? Thanks.
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Date: Sun, 29 Mar 1998 06:15:17 +0300
From sobel

M ME-Version: 1.0

To: Tom Howe <ceds@ el eport.comnmp

Subj ect: advertisenent

X-Priority: 3 (Normal)

I would like to sell ny 650 TITLES with three SKT 400 players with
renotes as a package for only $1800 plus shipping. Please wite to
drilnfil @uilexcite.comfor any nore information you may require. Thank
you

From ESmith1711

Date: Sat, 4 Apr 1998 01:37:52 EST
To: ceds@el eport.com

M me-Version: 1.0

Subj ect: post

i will trade the following ced's for ANY KISS stuff or old video ganes (atari,
turbo grafx16 etc) wil also consider any other offers.

on gol den pond, jane fonda workout,as we grow, mary poppins, robin hood
(disney), patton disc 2 only, benji,califronia suite.

t hanks, gene

Date: Sat, 04 Apr 1998 06:31:23 -0800
From Neil Wagner

M ME- Version: 1.0

To: *CED Di gest <ceds@ el eport.conp
Subj ect: Videodisc History Part 20

>From the March 1982 Popul ar Sci ence col um "Look and Li sten"
by John Free -



Vi deo for Conputers

Vi deo screens pulsed with color and inages. At dozens of
boot hs, people clustered around TV sets, pushing buttons and
swiveling joy sticks on control units. They were interacting
with and changi ng the TV pictures.

An Asteroids and Space Wars arcade? No. It's what | saw
when | stepped into a big auditoriumin New York's Madi son
Square Garden recently. And the entranced vi deophiles
weren't zapping alien spacecraft. They and | were surveying
a new crop of interactive videodiscs. Instead of "The God-
father" or "The Sound of Misic," these LaserVision discs had
such nenorabl e progranms as how to reduce nearsi ghtedness with
surgery, or viewer-controlled tours through the Corning Miseum
of dass, a West Coast harbor, or a power plant.

These optical videodisc progranms are created for computer-

i zed interaction. The programmbl e conputer is either built
into an industrial disc player, such as the Sony LDP-1000
prominent at this Video Expo showcase, or the player's nicro-
processor is aided by an external conputer. W<cat, Inc.
(Orem Utah), for exanple, was denobntrating its new mnicom
puter and a nedical disc on the gastrointestinal tract.

Surrogate-travel discs pulled the biggest crowmds. These
feature pre-filmed tours of locations. You nove through
scenes--turning at corners, stopping, shufting into fast for-
ward--wi th conputer controls. But schools and nany conpanies
are al so dicscovering the awesome information-storage poten-
tial of videodiscs. Oher booths had training and nai nten-
ance discs, sales discs for GMand Ford, an interactive ency-
cl opedia, and a disc with 100,000 of the 700,000 U. S. patents
i ssued over the past 10 years.

Al'l the disc players used were the | aser-scanned, non-con-
tact type, capable of freezing TV images. Meanwhile, in
Eur ope, RCA unveil ed an advanced version of its player, a hone
machi ne desi gned for grooved, stylus-read discs. The proto-
type i s capable of accessing program sections by tapping in
m nutes and seconds on a key pad. Variations of its new
machi ne could al so display individual TV franes, say RCA
officials. The advanced players are not for sale yet.

Neil - nw@ Xx. netcom com
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From Movi efun

Date: Tue, 7 Apr 1998 22:29:10 EDT
To: ceds@el eport.com

M me-Version: 1.0

Subj ect: Later Mdel Machines

i would be interested in purchasing a |ater nodel CED player. picture search
as well as picture scan and pause. Stereo and RCA output jacks is ny main
concern. if you have any of these machines for sale at a reasonable price, let
me know. i have many ot her ced di sks and | aserdi sks to trade.

al so 1 ooking for the following CED s :

Ghost busters, Return of the Jedi, Goonies, European Vacation, Raise the
Titanic, West Side Story, Indiana Jones and the Tenple of Doom

Thank You,
Movi ef un@ol . com

Date: Fri, 10 Apr 1998 21:24:18 -0700
From Neil Wagner

M ME-Version: 1.0

To: *CED Di gest <ceds@ el eport.con
Subj ect: Videodisc History Part 21

>From the May 1982 Popul ar Sci ence columm "Look and Listen"
by John Free -

Qui ck Looks

Despite sluggish sales by its future conpetitors, backers
of VHD, the third non-conpatible videodi sc system seem
determined to proceed with its introduction this year. In
January they announced 250 titles will be ready on the
groovel ess capacitance di scs by year's end.

>From the July 1982 Popul ar Sci ence col um "Look and Listen”
by John Free -

Qui ck Looks

From our "just what you needed" departnment: Pop the video-
di sc on your CED player and--ding-dong--Avon is calling. |If
t he Avon- RCA deal goes through, the special discs will carry
product information for Avon district managers. But it does
make you wonder about how future catal ogs could be sent in
the mail.



Neil - nw@ x.netcom com
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From "Jay and Sant

To: <ceds@el eport.conp

Subj ect: For Sal e: SJT400 plus discs

Date: Mon, 13 Apr 1998 14:23:04 -0400

M ME-Version: 1.0

X-Priority: 3

X- MSMai | -Priority: Nornal

X-M meOLE: Produced By M crosoft M meCLE V4. 72.2106. 4

For sale: Newly refurbished SJT400 Interactive Disc Player (serviced by
former RCA trained CED service repairman) plus renote in excellent working
condition. WII include original owner's manual, SAMs technical service
manual , non-working SJT90 (for repair parts on the 400), and about 400 discs
(rmost viewed only once or twice) including practically all RCA interactive
discs nmade. WII sell all as a package for $649 (or best offer) plus

post age.

Contact Jay Jones at bi ngo@one.com for additional information.

Date: Thu, 16 Apr 1998 03:44:06 -0700 (PDT)
From Jesse Skeen

To: Tom Howe <ceds@ el eport.conp

Subj ect: Re: CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 15

M nme-Version: 1.0

Someone asked for "Tenple of Doomt on CED, that wasn't released til late
1986 so | think it missed CED by just a few nonths as that was the year
they quit making them ("Jewel of the Nile" was the very last title made

I"'mtold.)
Regardi ng the catalog comment, it is a shame that discs haven't caught
on for "junk nmail", just those cheap VHS tapes. | heard the 1981 Sears

Catal og had a | aserdi sc version sent to those who had their players
registered (And 1'd eat dirt to have one of these!) but that's about it
on the consuner end. Nordictrack was one of the first products you could
get free videotapes about to |l earn nore about their product, several of
this stuff (including hair-loss, religious stuff, and vehicles | have no
i ntention of

owning) |'ve sent for and received when they have cards to send in or



nunbers to call requesting them They're already cluttering up the thrift
stores so | don't know whether this'll becone rare stuff later on. ("Baby
Care Basics" is one | see a LOT but don't know how to get a free copy of
it!) Alocal TV staton just got purchased by Viacom and picked up the UPN
network from another station, so they sent out tapes to "sel ected

nei ghbor hoods" telling us about the exciting changes ahead. |n other
words, the sane old crap (including cut novies) they' ve been show ng for
along tine, so | appreciate the tape guys, but you gotta do better if
you want me to watch! (There was a conmercial for Carl's Jr. (a West

Coast fast-food chain) and Dodge cars which | assume paid for nost of this.)

Oh well, those CD-V's (audio CD's with 20 m nutes of audio only then on
the outer part 5 minutes of analog CLV video with digital sound (no
anal og track) woul d've nmake neat sales tools, but that format never
caught on. CEDs are so big and heavy | bet it would cost a fortune to
mai | out to people on a regular basis though

| bet in about another 20 years these video sales pitches are gonna be
cult itenms, where people gather round just to get a good |augh out of
them Lots of people seemto throw theirs out but | always keep mi ne!

Date: Thu, 16 Apr 1998 20: 02: 28 -0700
From Neil Wagner

M ME-Version: 1.0

To: *CED Di gest <ceds@ el eport.con
Subj ect: Videodisc History Part 22

>From t he August 1982 Popul ar Sci ence -

Optical disc can store an encyclopedia - Part 1
by John Free

New recorders capture inages, conmputer data,

or audio for instant playback

I magi ne slipping an iridescent optical disc froma
j acket | abel ed "Encycl opedia Britannica.”" The "Britan-
nica' s" 43 nmillion-odd words and sone 30,000 illustra-
tions have been conpressed from bul ky book vol unmes onto
one disc as a spiral pattern of mcroscopic pits. Put
the disc in a player, tap comands on a microconputer
keyboard, and reference infornmation appears on a TV
screen.

Di scs and machines with this incredible storage poten-
tial will soon be marketed. Unlike the play-only optica
vi deodi sc machi nes for entertai nment now in stores, new
optical digital discs can both record and instantly play
back i nformation--just |ike nagnetic tape and disc
machi nes for conputers

But optical digital discs have 10 to 100 tines the



storage density of these magnetic nedia. Nowit's prac-
tical to store _images_ of docunments in digital form A
business letter is optically scanned and converted into
digital bits--electronic ones and zeros. Then these bits
are recorded--often as microscopic pits--on an optica
disc. Since bits on discs can be transforned back into
the original letter alnpbst instantly, docunents are

rapi dly accessible by conputer.

Bits stored on the disc can also be encoded X-ray or
conventional photos, TV pictures, voice nessages, elec-
tronic mail, or torrents of conmputer data from a geol o-
gical oil survey, anong many ot her exanples. Mass-sto-
rage optical digital discs are eagerly awaited by busi-
nesses and institutions buried by information flow ng
into their offices in all of these forns.

In a small room at RCA Laboratories in Princeton, NJ,

I watched RCA' s optical digital recorder denonstrated

as a TV "franme grabber." Touching a big, five-foot-
long glass tank, | could feel the disc motor whirring
inside. "Let's try it here," said researcher Dr. Robert

Bartolini, pushing a button while view ng a broadcast
program The recorder clicked and whirred as servos
backtracked. A color TV image |1'd just viewed |ive was
frozen on a monitor.

Later, Bartolini detailed how a disc's 100-billion-bit
storage capacity could hold an entire encycl opedia set.
"I't looks as if the optical recording field is really
bl ossonming," Bartolini said, indicating that nost conpu-
ter firns are working on optical storage hardware

About 30 conpani es are devel oping optical -digital -disc
systens. Included are giants such as IBM Xerox wth
Thonmson- CSF, East man Kodak, and RCA, and Toshi ba, Matsu-
shita, and Hitachi in Japan. The current focus is on
devel oping disc materials with the long |life needed for
archival storage. Although thin-nmetal filnms that can be
pitted by lasers are a prom nent nedium photographic film
organi ¢ dyes, and plastics that blister or contain |ight-
sensitive metals may al so be suitable. Mst disc projects
have been secret.

[Part 2 will appear in the next issue of CED Digest.]

Neil - nwl@te. net

Date: Fri, 17 Apr 1998 13:01:37 -0700
From Tom Howe

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: CED Rarity Rating Conpl eted



M me-Version: 1.0
Fel | ow CED ers:

I'"ve finally conpleted the CED Rarity rating and added it as a color-coded field
to each title listed in the CED Title Database. There's a new URL, so go to the
mai n CED Magi c page and click on the link with the UPDATED narker:

http://ww. cedrmagi c. com
R
http://ww.tel eport.com ~ceds/ sel ectavision. htm

There al so are now two versions of the CED Titl e Dat abase, one based on franes
for those with high-resolution nonitors, and a non-frames version for those with
lowres nmonitors or WebTV s.

--Tom Howe

Sender: geoff

Date: Fri, 17 Apr 1998 16:20:54 -0500
From Geoff O tnans

M ME-Version: 1.0

To: Tom Howe <ceds@ el eport.conp

Subj ect: FS: CED Col |l ection

Well, I"'mafraid that school has forced ne to give up a few of ny
hobbi es...and the CED is one of them :( So |I'mselling off ny
col l ection, player included.

Here's what |'ve got:

Sears/ Hitachi CED Player. This is the stereo nodel. It's in a gold

pl astic case. The player has an excellent condition needl e and pl ays
(good) discs perfectly. :) Al the discs in ny collection work fine with
it. There are a few scratches on the surface of the player, but no nore
than you woul d expect for a player this old. It has RCA jacks in the
back for conposite video and stereo sound.

Di scs:

Alien

Ai rpl ane (nono, disc is |ike new)

Rai ders of the Lost Ark (skips a little)

Dr agonsl ayer

Star \Vars

Star Wars: Enpire Strikes Back

Star Wars: Return of the Jedi (both discs...see bel ow)



Star Trek Il: The Wath of Khan
CGol df i nger (nono)

Return of the Pink Panther (nono)
2001: A Space (dyssey (both discs)
Warganmes (disc is like new)

Make nme an offer on all or part. | would prefer to get rid of the whole
mess all at once, but it just depends on what works out best. Al discs
are stereo unless noted. Mst discs play great, however sonme do skip a
little in places, but nothing too major. One exception is disc two of
Return of the Jedi. | bought the discs used (of course) and sone foo
that owned the discs before ne decided to take disc two out of the caddy
and put their fingerprints on the surface of the disc. The di sc DCES

pl ay, however the quality is poor, and does skip a lot in places.

I like to be perfectly honest about the condition of everything since
didn't have that |uxury when purchasi ng some of these (nost notably
Return of the Jedi).

Pl ease email direct your offers.
Thanks!

*Ceof f 1 *

Geof f Atmans - CPE Undergrad University of Alabama in Huntsville
KERNAL = Keyboard Entry Read Network And Link
htt p:// hone. sprynet. com sprynet/ geof f

Date: Sat, 18 Apr 1998 23:42:36 -0700
From Tom Howe

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: Upcom ng Additions to CED Magic
M nme-Version: 1.0

Hello All:

Now that the rarity rating is conpleted, 1'll be adding a couple of other |ong
awai ted additions in the next few weeks. These will be the CED Pl ayer Reference
Gui de and CED Pl ayer Belt Replacenent Guide. The player guide wll include

phot os and specifications for all 39 production players, and the belt guide wll
spec all the neoprene and urethane drive belts used in these players. Like the
RCA J/ K player belt |1've had avail able for purchase at $1 for the |last couple
years, all the other belts will be available as well at $1 for the smaller belts
and $2 for the turntable and tinmng belts. | also plan to have a CD- ROM
available in late 1998 that will contain high-res inages of all the VideoD scs
listed in the CED Title Database. A link near the top of the nain CED Magi c page
provi des nore details on this.



--Tom Howe
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From "Ed Ellers"

To: "Tom Howe" <ceds@el eport.conp

Subj ect: Re: CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 16

Date: Sun, 19 Apr 1998 14:46: 35 -0400

X-Priority: 3

X- MSMai | -Priority: Normal

X-M nmeOLE: Produced By M crosoft M neCLE V4. 72.3007.0

Jesse Skeen wrote:
"I heard the 1981 Sears Catal og had a | aserdi sc version sent to those who

had their players registered (And 1'd eat dirt to have one of these!) but
that's about it on the consumer end."

That was a seasonal sale catalog -- *not* the big "Wsh Book" -- and was
only issued on disc for one region (those catal ogs vary by regi on, and they
didn't want to do nore than one disc). |'ve seen this; a dealer in

Loui sville got hold of one and used to use it to deno LD pl ayers.

"Ch well, those CD-V's (audio CDO's with 20 m nutes of audio only then on the
outer part 5 minutes of analog CLV video with digital sound (no anal og
track) woul d've make neat sales tools, but that format never caught on."

The format didn't, but nearly all CD/LD players will play CDV singles so
it's not a matter of inconpatibility. Actually the singles were popular for
a while in Japan, but with only the video portion (no CD audi o section).

Date: Fri, 24 Apr 1998 11:28:47 -0700
From Neil Wagner

M ME-Version: 1.0

To: *CED Digest <ceds@ el eport.conp
Subj ect: Videodisc History Part 23

>From t he August 1982 Popul ar Sci ence -

Optical disc can store an encycl opedia - Part 2
by John Free

New recorders capture inmages, conputer data,



or audio for instant playback

[Part 1 of this article appeared in the
previous issue of CED Digest.]

Ter abyte Menory

Mass storage with optical digital discs involves huge
nunbers. An optical disc can store about 50 billion
bits per side. (A comon data-storage term the byte
requires eight bits, or the nenory space for one al pha-
numeric character.) International Resource Devel opnent,
Inc., a Norwal k, Conn., consulting firm recently con-
trasted the capacities of optical discs with conven-
tional storage. Costs and quantities needed for storing
100 billion bits of data are conpared:

Medi um Quantity Cost (%)
Magneti ¢ disc 80 200- megabyte packs 40, 000
Conput er tape 90 tapes (2400', 6250bpi, 8trk) 1,350
H gh-density nag tape 2400' (2-in. tape) 100
Optical disc One 12-inch disc 10

The $10 cost of an optical disc is projected. Actually,
only one firmat this witing is marketing optical discs.
Drexl er Technol ogy (Muntain View, Calif.) charges severa
thousand dollars for its evalualation discs. The |ow price
is foreseen with full-scale production in the md-1980's.

Hard magnetic di scs are stacked for conpactness and read
with multiple heads for fast access to data. Manufacturers
of optical-digital-disc sytems are devising jukebox-1ike
packages, too. An optical scanner for each disc surface
ensures split-second playback of data. Such stacked optica
di scs nake canpact terabyte (trillion byte) storage nenories
feasi ble. About 1000 optical discs should be able to store
the contents of the National Archives.

Video vs. digita

Whil e the technol ogy going into optical discs is simlar to
that used for optical videodiscs, there are several inportant
di fferences. The videodisc standardi zed by N. V. Philips and
MCA starts with a glass master disc. A video signal, like
that broadcast from TV stations, switches a sharply focused
| aser beamon and off. A spiral pattern of pits that vary in
length is created on the nmaster after processing.

Addi tional steps provide netal discs used to stanp out the
pl astic Laservision copies sold in stores. During the produc-
tion process, a speck of dust bigger than the mnicron-size
(mllionth of a neter) pits can contanminate a disc. |n optical-
disc players, a |laser beamreflected fromthe spiral disc tracks



creates light pulses of varying duration. The highly reflective
metal area between the pits produces these pul ses.

That dust speck can screw up the video signal briefly. You
m ght see it as a black scan line in the picture. The light
flashes fromthe disc surface are actually decoded as a fre-
quency-nodul ated (FM signal by the player's electronic circuits.

Now contrast the requirenments and technol ogy for an optica
digital disc. The disc surface m ght have a thin coating of
tellurium an element that nelts at relatively | ow tenperatures.
A solid-state laser in the recorder-player can deliver 50-mN
bursts of light to nelt pits in the metal. The signal to create
these pits is in an on-off digital format, nore condensed than
video signals since it requires only the presence or absence of
a short pit on the disc.

The signal encoding these pits nmught be a TV picture of a
photo from an encyclopedia. |In that case, a speck of dust on
the disc mght create an acceptable if irritating glitch in
the picture. For conputer data--say, a satellite-transnitted
update of your credit-card records--however, that dust speck
or micron-size blem sh on the disc would be disastrous.

To avoid data distortion, optical digital recorders use an
error-detection technique. Philips, a pioneer in both video
and digital optical discs, calls its nmonitoring nethod " DRAW
(direct read after wite). Before it is encoded w th data,
part of the | aser beamused to "burn" pits into a disc is
split off.

This second beam can be used to nonitor what has just been
witten on the disc. By conparing this data with the origina
information, errors are detected. Another section of the disc
can then be used to store the data again, and the conputer
keeping track of everything is programmed to "forget" the bad-
data section.

Research is also under way to find reliable techniques for
storing digital information on videodiscs. For this, the digi-
tal data m ght be encoded on a video signal before storage
This sinplifies mass production.

[Part 3 of this article will appear in
the next issue of CED Digest.]

Neil - nwl@te. net

From
To: <ceds@el eport.conp

Subj ect: belt size for sgt100?

Date: Fri, 24 Apr 1998 15:02:47 -0500
X-MSMai | -Priority: Nornal

X-Priority: 3



M ME-Version: 1.0

H, | need to know what size the belt that pulls the turntable
on the SGIr100 is? | found a player but it has no belt, not even
a broken one. can you hel p? iceman@ournet.com
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Date: Sun, 26 Apr 1998 12:24:11 -0400
From linville

M ME-Version: 1.0

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: styles

I amlooking for a styles for RCA disk player nod. SJT 090
could use nore than one. Tom

From "Frank G egory”

To: <ceds@el eport.cone

Subj ect: SJT-100 Question

Date: Sun, 26 Apr 1998 22:36:47 -0400
X-MSMai | -Priority: Nornal

X-Priority: 3

M ME- Version: 1.0

About a year ago, | bought an old SJT-100 player with sone problens. Cot
it for just a couple of bucks, and figured |'d use it for parts if | ever
found ANOTHER SJT-100. Well, today | did find another one, with other
problens. | figured I'd try nmaki ng one working machine fromthe two. The
first thing | did was replace the belt on the gears that grab and rel ease
the ced caddy. And so far, it works really nice and quiet. G abs the CED,
releases it, and drops it. Then the player starts to spin, and the needle
noves into position to play.

Problem It then just sits there. | hit the play/pause button and NOTH NG
happens. hit it again, nothing, hit again. nothing. the gears that
operate the stylus act |ike they WANT to do sonething, but don't.

First, is there another belt |I'm maybe m ssing, or could ny notor on that
si de be weak? The gears thenmselves seemfine, and they do pull the stylus
BACK into position when |I'mejecting the disk.

Any hel p would be appreciated. [|'d like to get this backup #3 up and
runni ng soon. Thanks!

Date: Fri, 01 May 1998 01:03:52 -0700



From Tom Howe

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: CED Pl ayer Reference CGuide
M me-Version: 1.0

Hello All:

I'"ve conpleted the CED Pl ayer Guide and uploaded it to CED Magi ¢ under the

Har dwar e Museum section on the home page. The gui de provides i mages and specs on
the 39 different production players. Now |I'm working on the Belt Repl acenent

Gui de.

- - Tom Howe
http://ww. cednmagi c. com
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Date: Thu, 07 May 1998 02: 05: 33 -0700
From Tom Howe

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subject: RE: belt size for sgtl100?

M nme-Version: 1.0

The flat neoprene belt that drives the turntable in RCA's F and G pl ayers has an
i nside dianmeter of 21.8" and a width of 0.187". The FR21.5 belt fromPRB is the
nearest stock equivalent that will work fine as a replacement. This should be
avail able fromany repair shop that carries PRB belts, which is the name brand
nost wi dely stocked. This belt will also be available from CED Magic for $2 when
I get the Belt Replacenment Guide conpleted in about another 3 weeks.

--Tom Howe
http://ww. cedmagi c. com

Date: Sat, 09 May 1998 12:15:17 -0700
From Neil Wagner

M ME-Version: 1.0

To: *CED Di gest <ceds@ el eport.cone
Subj ect: Videodisc History - Part 24

>From t he August 1982 Popul ar Sci ence -



Optical disc can store an encycl opedia - Part 3
by John Free

New recorders capture inages, conmputer data,

or audio for instant playback

[Sorry for the delay. Parts 1 and 2 of this article
appeared in CED digest volune 3, nunbers 16 and 17.]

Pits and blisters

One of the earliest experinmental optical-digital-disc
systens was devel oped by Philips. |Its telluriumcoated
di scs have a hernetically sealed air space. For archiva
storage, the micron-size pits nust remain perfect for many
years. But air or water vapor oxidizing telluriumafter
the pits are forned creates defects.

The 3M Co. devel oped an approach that avoids tellurium
altogether. |Its experimental discs have three layers: a
hi gh- el ti ng-point plastic on the surface, a plastic be-
neath it that creates gas when heated, and a reflective
surface on the bottom A laser heating the mddle |ayer
causes a bubble to formon the outer surface. To read the
disc, a laser beam shines through the bubble and is reflec-
ted fromthe bottom | ayer.

Proponents of 3Ms technique claima "cl eaner" signa
with the neat bubbl es during playback; pits burned in netal
have jagged edges that produce signal noise with stray re-
flections, they say. But an RCA researcher cites the frail-
ty of the bubbles as one of the reasons his firm abandaned
t he bubbl e approach.

Drexl er Technol ogy' s Drexon di scs have minute silver
hal i de spheres and filanents distributed in a plastic, naking
it reflective. These nmetal particles absorb |aser |ight
during the "write" process, and have |lower reflectivity (like
pits in thin-metal discs) during playback

El ectronic offices

Al t hough the recession may slow introductions, optical digi-
tal recorders have been under devel opnent since the 1960's,
and various systems using the hardware are finally on the way.

Toshi ba has an office systemwith a built-in laser printer
to produce copies of docunents stored on optical discs. The
unit also has a facsimle scanner to convert printed or type-
witten material into electronic signals for disc storage. A
Philips system called Megadoc, has sinmilar capabilities.

One di sadvantage of optical discs, the inability to erase
them for reuse, may not be overcone until the 1990's. But
meanwhi | e, permanent-storage digital discs are expected to have
a major inpact on autonated office systens and on systens used



for storage of huge conputer data bases.

How about optical digital recorders for the honme? RCA s
Bartolini is skeptical. "Playback of digital sanples is nore
forgiving," he said. The technology in conventional consumer-
nmodel disc players is adequate for playback, Bartolini ex-
pl ai ned, but the ultra-precise standards needed to record
m cron-size pits are an obstacle to hone nmachi nes.

[A photo acconmpanies the article showi ng two engi neers hol di ng
up an optical disc, with the apparent reading/witing device
in the foreground. The caption reads "H gh-density optical -
storage disc, patented by these RCA researchers, holds 100
billion bits of information on two sides--enough for an entire
encycl opedi a. "]

[ Anot her photo shows a consuner-1|ooking player/recorder, along
with a cutaway drawi ng of the read/wite mechani smand a
cross-section of a disc showing the pits recorded on it.

The caption reads:

"At aralroad station in Kyoto, Japan, a travel agency
has been using Matsushita's still-picture video recorder
to show travel scenes for its package tours. The new opti-
cal -di sc recorder-playback unit (photo) can store 15, 000
franes of TV pictures. Unlike nost conventional nethods of
i nformati on storage, the disc recorder needs no processing
time. Connect a TV canmera or another source of video sig-
nal s--say, a freeze-frane tape nachine--and the disc recor-
der can "grab" individual TV franes. A built-in mcrocom
puter aids retrieval of frames within 0.5 second.

Mat sushita's recorder enploys technology simlar to that
going into prototype optical-digital-disc machines: A solid-
state laser "burns" a pattern representing each TV frane
into athinfilmof material on the disc. To play back the
recording, the sane | aser, operating at reduced power, beans
Iight on the concentric groove used for each picture. Re-
flected light is then reconverted into the original TV inage.

During recording the video signal varies the intesity of
the | aser beam A chain of pits (diagranm) with different
reflectivities is created on a tellurium suboxide |layer. The
beam penetrates a thin protective disc layer. A linear notor
and encoder position the |laser for recording and pl ayback. "]

Neil - nwl@te. net
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Date: Sun, 10 May 1998 08:51:46 -0700
From Tom Howe

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: RE: SJT-100 Question

M nme-Version: 1.0

On Sun Apr 26 "Frank Gregory" wrote:

> | started patching one together fromtwo non-working ones. Got it to
>| oad/ unl oad fine. the player starts spinning the disk, and the stylus
>moves into postition, then it just sits there with the - - signal on the
>LED.

Frank:

This is one of the common nodes of player failure where the player appears
mechani cal ly functional, but displays the double dash forever after the
turntable spins up. A fully operational player would only display the "--" for
about six seconds, as the systemcontrol mcroconputer waits for the stylus to
read the signal fromthe disc and the DAXI (Digital AuXiliary Information) to be
recovered. As soon as the DAXI streamis decoded, the time counter starts. The
failure of the signal to be read could have many causes ranging froma dead
stylus to the failure of any capacitor, diode, transistor, resistor, inductor
IC, signal trace, or solder joint between the stylus tip, DAXl decoder, and
system control mcroconputer. The best way to diagnose such a problemis to
progressively observe the signal with an oscilloscope starting at the stylus
cartridge. When a problemnode is found, the individual conponents attached to
that node can be tested. A less systematic way to acconplish this is to use a
mul timeter in conjunction with the voltage charts printed in many CED pl ayer
service manuals to deternine if the voltage is correct at each node in the

pl ayer.

--Tom

From "Roagie"

To: <ceds@el eport.cone

Subj ect: Ceaning D scs

Date: Sun, 10 May 1998 11:03:42 -0700
X-MSMai | -Priority: Nornal

X-Priority: 3

M ME- Version: 1.0

Hello all -
I recently aquired a nice setup of 51 discs and a Sears player. | like it a
lot, it's very bazarre! Anyway, | have this Planet of the Apes disc that

refused to play... | tried to let the stylus clean it as recommended in the



FAQ but was only greeted with |lackluster results. The machi ne woul d kep
returning to 00. Anyway, figuring this disc was a loss | opened it up and

renoved the nedia. In a last ditch effort, | took a kleenex and went around
and around renoving sone whitish reside and dust. | then tried it again and
it worked good... played all the way through! Is there sone reason kl eenex

is not reconmened? The di sc woul da been a waste had | not done that...
Opi nions and other cleaning stories appreciated! Thanks :)

From Proton958

Date: Tue, 12 May 1998 15:55:52 EDT

To: ceds@el eport.com

M nme-Version: 1.0

Subj ect: Re: For the CED Di gest

Just found a old brochure from Sharp from 1981. |Its "Prelimnary |Information”
on the Sharp VHD Video Disc Player and Random Access Unit. The Player | ooks
simlar to a CED player and the RFA Unit is the sane size and was designed to
sit on top of the VHD player. VHD was very sinmlar to CED but the disc size
was 10.2." The disc was inside a caddy just |ike CED. The player used a flat
di anond stylus guided by a tracking signal encoded on the groovel ess disc.
Contact w thout grooves. This elimnated many of the problens CED had by
using a groove system Wen hooked up to the Random Access Unit it was

possi ble to have special effects like still frame, slow and fast nmotion in
either direction and random access. Sharp tal ks about plans for Audio High
Density (AHD) discs. By connecting an optional AHD PCM denodul at or between
the VHD pl ayer and a stereo system "you can enjoy the full benefit of the new
digital sound fromAHD disc."” There were two sides to the discs just |ike
CED. Playing tinme 1 hour per side. Mtor rpmwas 900. The VHD player was
about the sanme size as a CED machine. Wight 26.5 Ibs. The R'A Unit weight
was 99.2 Ibs!! | remenber VHD was sold for a short time in Japan, but never

| asted very long and was not introduced to the U S. This is an inpressive
4-color brochure and it |l ooks like at one time VHD had nmuch to offer. O
course optical becane the systemof choice just a short tine |ater.
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From Eric Christensen

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: Wanted!: CED pl ayer

Date: Tue, 19 May 1998 10:28: 14 -0500
X-Priority: 3

M Me-Version: 1.0

I amin dire need of a CED player. If anyone has an extra one | aying



around or anything like that, please let me know. | will be glad to take
it off your hands for a good price. Thanks,

ERi C.

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: Re: CED Digest ----- cl eaning of the disc
X-Juno- Li ne- Breaks: 15

From (craig v roberts)

Date: Tue, 19 May 1998 19:57:43 EDT

One problemwith the needle in the groove systemis that the grooves
are so fine and any inperfections will show as a skip or tenporary
garbage. One possibility is to run the thing reversed so the needle wll
bunp of f the offending piece of dust or the offending piece of dust wll
bunp off the stylus....... | enre order another one. A better way is to
use those square cotton press cleaning pads found in print shops or sone
other clean soft cotton cloth. | use a professional glass cleaner (
ethyl al cohol + isopropal alcohol + water ) and gently wipe the disc in a
circular direction. | get the surface danp but not wet. This plus the
next playing usually gets the contam nation off. However, it will not
elimnate the actual scratches on the surface. These are repetitive
clicks in the sound and the best way to get rid of these is to find
another disc. Also, don't swap side one with side two or the side reader
in the player will fool you when you're not paying attention. Anybody
out there have Stanley Kubrick's Lolita for sale or Sparticus----1 like
Kubrick's novi es. Crai g Roberts Greenbelt, Maryl and

From "Daniel P. Cayea"

To: <ceds@el eport.cone

Subj ect: Tel ecom Capacitance * NCDL History & Future
Date: Wed, 20 May 1998 08:36:16 -0400

M ME-Version: 1.0

X-Priority: 3

X- MSMai | -Priority: Normal

X-M nmeOLE: Produced By M crosoft M neCLE V4. 72.3110.3

Tel ecom Technol ogi es I ncorporated * Tel ecom Capacitance Nationa
Capaci tance Disc Libary Dear Fel | ow CED Ent husi ast s: Adnmittingly it has
been quite sone tine since the |last communi caid about the operations and status
of the National Capacitance Disc Library here in Lyon Muntain, New York. Wth
the purchase of new computer systens and software | nmake a new pl edge to you

that such a long silence about this project will hardly occur again. Si nce
the start of this personal hobby | have grown to be quite fond of this obsolete
yet lovable entertainment nmedia, | have desired to build a conplete collection
of CED titles, both media and docunentation for future preservance. |In that |

decided to use ny snmall and underfunded el ectronics services conpany as a front
to begin the project. As ny hobby as grown into a infatuation so has ny



conmpany. A new division has been created, as indicated by the header Tel ecom
Capacitance and it deals strictly with the occurances of CED. Tel ecom

Capaci tance perfornms many services now with CED, but in this issue of CED
Digest, that is not the focus point. The focus point of this conmunicaid is to
i nformyou of the status of Tel ecom Capacitance fornerly the NCDL, an apol ogy
for the lack of continual updates, and finally a request for enthusiast support
ina project. Since the last communicaid the library growth rate has been
mnimal, only increasing 7 titles through donation and purchase. This is
primarily the fault of nyself being in charge of Tel ecom Technol ogies

I ncorporated having to tenporarily relieve nyself of duties because of illness
inthe related fanmly. Despite such a shortcoming the goal renains the sane

to create a conplete CED informational library for future preservance. Any
docunentati on, or nedia donations or information on possible sales would be
greatly appreciated. On a second note, | would formally wish to apol ogize
to those whom subscribed to CED Di gest therefore subscribing to the NCDL
Conmuni cai d whom have not reci eved a communi caid sonetime. For as reasons

i ndi cated above | have not been available to oversee the operations of the
company. For that | amdeeply regretfull. Those who wish to subscribe to the
newsl etter, which will be in tune much nore than the previous versions,

wel come you to do so. Unlike CED Digest, Tel ecom Capacitance Newsletter will
only contain information rel evant to the ongoing nission of Telecom
Capacitance, which is to build a library for future preservance. Last but
not the least for this communicaid is a request for your assitance in a related
CED project. WMany of you are aware of the CED Chat Room created by CED Di gest
host, M. Tom Howe. For nmjor discussions on the nedia that was an excel |l ent

i dea. However unless a neeting has been prescheduled it is unlikely that the
roomw || be occupied during a randomentrance. Mny of you have al so heard
about Instant Messenger by America Online, Inc. This handy and toll-free
programwi Il allow us to communicate while online without having to check in to
the CED Chat Room The web page to register and then downl oad this program
(Wndows 3.1, 95, 98, Unix, and Mac/OS supported) is located at url
http://ww. aol . com ai m and shoul d be safely downl oaded there. |f you decide to
do this, please select an available name with CED anywhere within its' context
and pl ease send a copy of the nane to <nmilto:tti @westel comcone

tti @westelcomcomwith CED-AIM Project in the subject line. A database of
nanes will then be conpiled and rel eased on a weekly or bi-weekly basis to CED
Di gest and Tel ecom Capacitance Newsl etter, so that one may stay up to date
with their AIMsoftware. | hope that many of you will particiapte. In

cl osing, 'Wen one has undisputible faith, anything can be achieved.' Good day
to all from Tel ecom Technol ogi es Incorporated and its' subsiduaries from Lyon
Mount ai n, New YorKk. Tel ecom Technol ogi es | ncorporated (Tel ecom Capai ct ance)
2841 First Street, Second Floor Postal Ofice Box 90 Lyon Mountain, New York
12952- 0090

Date: Fri, 22 May 1998 19:38:01 -0700
From Neil Wagner

M ME-Version: 1.0

To: *CED Digest <ceds@el eport.conp
Subj ect: Videodisc History Part 25



>From t he October 1982 Popul ar Sci ence col um "Wat's new
in Electronics" by WIliamJ. Hawkins -

Vi deodi sc pl ayer
Now trimed down tw ce, Pioneer's new Laser Disc LD 660
pl ayer is just 5-5/8 inch high--and has a list price of
only $600. The unit reproduces CX-encoded audio in stereo.
Video controls allow freeze frame, slow notion, scanning,
and step frane.
[A photo of the top-Iloading player acconpanied the article.]

>From the May 1983 Popul ar Sci ence columm "Look and |isten"
by John Free -

Qui ck Looks
Vi deodi sc notes: A third type of videodisc systemcalled
VHD didn't nake its scheduled U S. introduction. It is now

slated to go on sale in Japan about the tine you read this.
Some 200 al buns will be available for the $625 pl ayer, which
has random access capabilities (accessing TV frames by num
ber)..... RCA says it will introduce a CED player later this
year with random access features, too..... Interactive optica
di scs (using random access and ot her player features) are
slowy growing in nunbers: MysteryDisc, a detective plot
with a variety of solutions is a new addition. Also, arcade-
game- naker Sega Enterprises is readying a disc-based gane

of fering spectacul ar space-war action with realistic novie-
i ke scenes instead of conputer graphics. And MCA Video
Disc is marketing Action Adventure Ganmes, an interactive disc
that lets players guide "real" inages (actors), not conputer-
graphi c synbols, through action scenes.

Neil - nwl@te. net

From RKol ba0211

Date: Sat, 23 May 1998 16:22: 56 EDT
To: ceds@el eport.com

M nme-Version: 1.0

Subj ect: Seeking the Elusive Titles

CED disc collectingis alot like life itself. In infancy we collect discs
fromlocal stores, usually paying retail. Wen the format was di scontinued we
all ran out and bought nore (because they were cheap.) They then sat in
storage as we couldn't decide what to do with themand there seened to be no
resal e market available. (This was anal ogous to our adol escent period.)



Then, lo and behold, we discovered Tom Howe's web site and finally saw a
complete list of all releases...'twas then we decided to go for it. Wy not
attenpt to collect ALL titles? As we pursued this seemingly inpossible task we
found oursel ves having to purchase conplete collections in order to acquire
one or two sought after discs. As a result, our individual inventories grew
and grew.

I have now reached maturity and am searching for those collectors who, |ike
mysel f, are close to conpiling a conplete collection. |I have several duplicate
titles that Tom has rated EXTREMELY RARE and VERY RARE and | surnise that sone
of you out there have what | need and vice versa. Rather than use the shotgun
approach, let's use the rifle approach. | am70 titles short. Let's exchange
WANT LI STS. Let ne know if ny idea has nerit. Bob Kol ba

From "Daniel P. Cayea"

To: "Tom Howe" <ceds@el eport.conp

Subj ect: CED Magi ¢ CD-ROM I nquiry

Date: Sat, 23 May 1998 19:18: 00 -0400

M ME-Version: 1.0

X-Priority: 3

X- MSMai | -Priority: Normal

X-M nmeOLE: Produced By M crosoft M neCLE V4. 72.3110. 3

I have seen as many of you have seen that a CED Magic CD- ROM wil |
eventual ly be published. This CD-ROMis to contain all the information of the
CED Magic Web Site and high-resolution i mages of all video discs. The inquiry

that | have is... The web site is periodically updated to contain new
information, links, and other forns of data. WIIl the CD be designed to be
installable onto hard disk? If so, will it be designed to be upgraded to

recogni ze updates of the CED Magic Wb Site? Thanks, Daniel P. Cayea TCE TTI
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From Richard & Sally Tayl or

To: "'ceds@el eport.com " <ceds@ el eport.conp
Subj ect: Ww !

Date: Sun, 24 May 1998 19:31:12 -0700

M ME- Version: 1.0

| just discovered this site...l'mnew to the web.
This is great ! | ama C E. D. person and have felt alone for so |ong.
Ri chard



Date: Sun, 24 May 1998 21:18:48 -0700
From Tom Howe

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subject: CED s in San Francisco

M nme-Version: 1.0

Hello All:

On arecent SF visit | hit alot of the used record stores in town. | didn't see
any CED s except at one store, which has had the same assortnment of about 200
titles in the back of the store for at |east seven years. The owner overpriced
these way back then, but | believe he's open to negotiation on the price, as
he'd like to sell themoff. The store is:

Misi ¢ & Rhythm 962 Market St., (415) 673-5790.

There also is a huge new Anbeba Miusic store in what used to be a bowing alley
near the end of Haight St. There weren't any CED s, but | did see sonme a couple
years ago in their Berkeley store across the bay. The store does have a | arge
sel ection of used LaserDiscs. | finally found the el usive Enerson, Lake & Pal ner
"Pictures at an Exhibition". Anpeba Miusic is on the web at:

htt p://ww. anbebanusi c. com

--Tom

From Bojay1997

Date: Mon, 25 May 1998 17:36: 55 EDT
To: ceds@el eport.com

M me-Version: 1.0

Subj ect: Re: National CED Library!

I have a question, is anyone a little suspicious about this? Isn't this guy
just a collector trying to conplete his collection for free or next to

not hing? 1s there a physical location we could visit this library? Sorry,
but I've seen lots of posts like this fromconputer collectors who are | ooking
to conplete their collection, not create a nuseum

Boj ay

Date: Tue, 26 May 1998 13:34:39 -0700
From Tom Howe

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: Twins on Stereo Deno Disc

M nme-Version: 1.0

Fel | ow CED ers:



For those of you unfamiliar with the Stereo Deno Disc, it starts with a young

| ady tal ki ng about Vi deoDi scs and how they just got better. She then splits into
two, and the twins do a little song and dance enphasi zi ng the new stereo sound.
I've al ways wondered who these twins were, as they |looked famliar. Well, in
sorting through sone discs getting ready to take photos of them there the twi ns
were on the back of "The Lonely Guy" caddy in a picture with Steve Martin. It
turns out they are Candi and Randi Brough, with a nunber of screen and TV
appearances including "B.J. and the Bear" and "The Dukes of Hazzard". Here are
the URLs of their | NMDb pages:

http://us.inmdb. con’ Name?Br ough, +Candi
http://us.inmdb. conf Name?Br ough, +Randi

Their song "Conming at Ya fromAl|l Sides" is also now available in the nusic
section at CED Magic.

--Tom Howe
http://ww. cedmagi c. com

Date: Sat, 30 May 1998 20: 13:43 -0700
From Neil Wagner

M ME- Version: 1.0

To: *CED Di gest <ceds@ el eport.cone
Subj ect: Videodisc History Part 26

>From t he Novenber 1983 Popul ar Sci ence col um
"Look and Listen" by WIlliamJ. Hawkins -

Last mnute...

RCA has just introduced the first random access CED
di sc player. Any point on the disc can be selected and
pl ayed, meking interactive discs possible. The first
two discs--"A Week At The Races," which allows you to
bet on the outcone of horse races, and "Many Roads To
Mur der,” which contains nmystery stories you nust solve--
are $30. The SJT 400 player is $500.

>From the May 1984 Popul ar Sci ence col um
"What's New in Electronics" by WIlliamJ. Hawkins -

Front - | oader
Just drop in the videodisc: The newest Pioneer Laser-

Disc is a front-loader. |Inside, a sem conductor |aser
repl aces the conventional heliumneon-gas |aser for |onger
life and a nore conpact design. Introduced recently in

Japan, it will soon be available here for about $860.



Neil - nwl@te. net
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Date: Sun, 31 May 1998 15:49:31 -0700
From Lee Fisk

Organi zation: Were ever it falls.

M ME-Version: 1.0

To: Tom Howe <ceds@ el eport.conp
Subject: Intro, kind of.

Hel | o,
I'"'ma new voice in the news list. I"'mcurrently working in Tucson for a
m croel ectroni cs conpany. | worked for RCA during the eighties as an engineer in

Sonmerville, NJ, when RCA was assenbling and dismantling the CED program It was
a

good time to pick-up cheap discs which | did. From ny understandi ng Tucson seens
to

have sone good CEDs too. | haven't |ooked. | believe that the CED program pl aced
RCA in the position which allowed GE to take themover. Well no use crying over
dead conpani es.

My nost played CEDs are Easy Rider, Apocal ypse Now and Wzard of Oz. There are a
bunch | don't play. Any one got really good reconmendati ons regardi ng ski ppi ng.

My
Bl ondi e and Grateful Dead CEDs are particularly bad for that; nothing worse then

j unbl ed ski ppi ng Bl ondi e.
Wel | enough babbl e.

Best regards,

Lee Fi sk

Tucson

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: ced nmuseum or collector?
X-Juno- Li ne- Breaks: 14

From (craig v roberts)

Date: Tue, 02 Jun 1998 06:43: 03 EDT



I have been into vintage tel evisions and radios for years and ny scope
of interest has wandered into video discs as well. One can find several
radi o museuns and a few tel evision museuns on the web. | can guarantee
each one of these started with a collector with vision (or |ack of
space). And there are over tine sone of these that don't succeed past
ten years. Usually these go to auction and the cycle starts over

agai n. Way not support this
museum fellow? |f he's looking for freebies it will be a thin situation
and luck will determ ne what interesting stuff will be seen there.

Wt hout support | am sure success will elude him
This website seens to be a sort of museum

itself----the information available is alnost inpossible to find

el sewhere. | give credit and thanks to Tom for having the vision to set
up a base point for interest in CED novies. CRAI G

G eenbelt, M anal og.tv@ uno. com

Date: Tue, 2 Jun 1998 23:27:30 -0700 (PDT)
X- Sender: j pi per

M ne-Version: 1.0

To: Tom Howe <ceds@ el eport.conp

From Janes Piper

Subj ect: Re: CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 22

I have a CED that sonme one might want, "Acadeny Award Wnners Ani mated Short

Films". | would like to trade for an ol der war novie |ike "Sargent York",
"Stalag 17", "The Longest Day" or "A bridge too Far". ...Anyway just Enail
me at j pi per @t ah-inter. net. Thanks.... JP

Date: Sat, 06 Jun 1998 23:33:34 -0700
Subj ect: Warehouse Find ! -Forwarded
M nme-Version: 1.0

Forwarded Mail received by: Tom Howe

X-Priority: 3

X- MSMai | -Priority: Nornal

X-Mailer: Mcrosoft Qutl ook Express 4.71.1712.3

X-M meOLE: Produced By M crosoft M nmeCLE V4. 71.1712.3
Date: Sun, 31 May 1998 14:11:18 -0700

From "Video Trading Co." <squidi nc@wave. conp

Subj ect: Warehouse Find !

Nearly 4,500 RCA CED s, new and used. Mist sell! Asking $10,000 O B.O
Includes 60 or so SJT or SKT 090's and 100's, belts, parts, and carts.
Great opportunity for collector or entrepreneur...Pete
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Date: Sun, 07 Jun 1998 20: 45:09 -0500
From "Rex Burks"

Organi zation: Mlitary Sales & Service Co.
M ME-Version: 1.0

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: Problens with a Vendor?!?

G eetings All!

| amwiting in response to Daniel Cayea's posting in the |ast issue
regardi ng a negative experience while conducting business with Walter D. |
obviously can't speak on Daniel's experience, but | can tel
you that just two weeks ago, | had a very pleasant transaction with Walter D. |
purchased 8 CED' s fromhimin response to his posting on
ep.com Not only did he send the 8 | requested, but also sent two other
titles as free gifts that | had not even ordered! Al 10 discs were in
near mnt condition, and appeared to have been froma private collection
(no rental marks of any kind). The discs were packed for shipping very
professionally and safely. | found both his conmmuni cati ons and shi ppi ng
to be very pronpt.

I do not know Walter outside of this one transaction, and | amsolely a
private collector, | have never sold a CEDin ny life, so | have no axe
to grind.

I"msure there is some |ogical or technical explanation for Daniel's
negative experience, but as for nmy own, | can conpletely recomend doi ng
business with Walter D

Keepin' it in the groove!

- Rex Burks
Dal | as, TX
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From Steven MKear ney

Date: Tue, 16 Jun 1998 17:47:27 -0700 (PDT)
To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: ny CED pl ayers' problens!



Hell o fell ow CED ent husiasts! [|'ve got two RCA players that have
particul ar problens, and | was wondering if any of you could offer ne
any advice on howto repair them Here goes:

1. | have an SGT-200 that seens like it would be a great nachine,

picture and stereo-wi se, but it constantly fast forwards. |'ve had it
a part, but | can't seemto fix it with ny bare m ni nrum experi ence of
repairing electronical stuff. | also have a Zenith ZP-1000 (i belive

that's the nunber), that | was hoping | could use to transfer parts into
t he SGT-200, but the ZENI TH al so has a psycho timing problem It wll
pl ay discs, but every minute or so, when it decides to nove forward

to play the next "minute's worth" it jerks and freaks itself out. is
this a player lubrication issue? It's not a disc |ubrication-skipping

i ssue. The disc plays fine, and has a great picture, until the tinmer
decides to nove forward to the next mnute. Sigh

2. My main machine is an RCA SGI-400. 1t plays discs flaw essly,

but none of the forward or search, or pause or reject functions work
I've renmoved the front panel, and the cause is *not* that the panel is
di sconnected, so I'mwondering if there's sone fuse that controls these
functions. | basically have to watch the whole disc in order to renove
it when it enters "reject node" on its own. Also, is there any chance
arenote [if | could find one] for this would work these fuctions even
t hough they don't work on the panel ?

Thanks for |istening.

--Steve
stevent@ csi . ber kel ey. edu

Date: Fri, 19 Jun 1998 22:13:16 -0700
From Neil Wagner

M ME-Version: 1.0

To: *CED Digest <ceds@el eport.conp
Subj ect: Videodisc History Part 27

On the inside front cover of the October 1982 issue
of Popul ar Science -- a full-page col or advertisenent:

H nt #12 from RCA Vi deoDi scs

HoOw TO PUT A LI TTLE EX
I YOUR MARRI AG

U TRA
MAGI C N E

Plunp up the pillows on the sofa. Forget about the office.
And t hi nk about having a nagi cal evening. The two of you

Next to each other. Al one.
Wth the magi ¢ of the RCA VideD sc System you can get the



fire burning brighter with "Sonme Like It Hot." O have a close
encounter of the best kind with "Cl ose Encounters of the Third
Ki nd. "

In fact, RCA VideoDi scs can keep you side by side on the
| oveseat for hours. Have a nini-honeynmoon with "California
Suite." Get away fromit all with "The African Queen." Make
beautiful nusic together with Neil Dianond in "The Jazz Singer."
Leap for joy over a ballet like "Gselle."

RCA Vi deoDi scs have over 250 fantastic prograns you can
bring home right now There are novies, sports, stereo con-
certs, the arts--and new rel eases every nonth, so you can
build your own personal collection. Players start at under
$300, and VideoDiscs are as |low as $14.98. The Systemis so
easy to operate you can do it while holding hands--and RCA
Vi deoDi scs play over and over on any brand of CED vi deodisc
pl ayer and on any TV set. But only RCA has the variety of
prograns that'll put alittle nore spice in your life.

Watch "Fiddler on the Roof" rather than reruns on TV.

Have "Victory at Sea" instead of doldruns in the den. O
show each ot her "Heaven Can Wait"--after the kids are in bed.

See your nearest RCA deal er now and find out just how nuch
magi ¢ you can bring hone.

And how nuch it can bring to your hone life.

Vi deoDi scs
Bring the Magi c Hone

Neil - nwl@te. net
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Date: Mon, 22 Jun 1998 20:26: 14 -0700
From Neil Wagner

M ME-Version: 1.0

To: *CED Digest <ceds@el eport.conp
Subj ect: Videodisc History Part 28

>From t he February 1984 issue of Popul ar Science -
VI DEO TEACHERS

A new RCA interactive videodisc player offers nmuch nore
than just novies. It plays ganes, |lets you sel ect scenes



fromits repertoire, and even functions as a teacher
(Yes, it also gives you a test.) And an unusual future
probably awaits it.

by WIliamJ. Hawkins

| took a deep breath and put down ny noney. A nonent
|ater, | heard the announcer say, "They're off," and the
race track in front of ne filled with the poundi ng hooves
of thoroughbred horses. Nunber Six had won the |ast tine,
and ny bankroll for the day said that he'd do it again.

But a few nminutes later, | was thinking how well Number
Six would do as a bottle of glue.

Time to go hone? No, tine to turn off the TV and cal
it anight. Fortunately for nmy bank account, | was using
RCA's first interactive videodisc, "A Wek at the Races,"”
and its new Sel ectaVision 400 interactive-videodi sc pl ayer.
The disc is nmerely a "high-tech" gane you play. But as
found out, the idea of interactive-disc playing can involve
far nmore than just ganes and hone entertai nnent.

RCA's disc player is simlar to past nodels: Pop in a
vi deodi sc, and you see its contents--from novies to concerts
--on the screen in color. |If the unit is connected to your
hi-fi, you hear the sound in stereo. But this new interac-
tive nodel allows you to choose particular sections for
viewing and to specify the order in which they will be shown.
Those scenes and the order in which you see them can be dif-
ferent each tine you use the disc.

You nake your selections by pressing buttons on an infra-
red renote control. The nunbers you choose represent specific
"bands" encoded on the disc. In its sinplest form each band
nunber nmay represent a particular song on a concert disc:
Choose band number three on a Luciano Pavarotti disc, for
instance, and in nonents he's ready to sing "Recondita
arnmoni a." For other discs, the technol ogy provides a whol e
new way of displaying information

For exanple, another disc | tried was CBS s "A Wl k t hrough

the Universe.” | began at band 33, which automatically froze
a frame displaying the menu of major topics. | was curious
about the origin of the universe, so | tapped "20" into the
remote control. The main nenu di sappeared, and within a few

seconds | was told that there are two theories--big-bang and
steady-state--and that | could |l earn about either one by sel ec-
ting the appropriate band from anot her nmenu that now appeared
on the screen.

I chose one, and soon | was watching a presentation of
ani mat ed concepts, drawi ngs, and interviews wth | eading
scientists. Ws | |earning anything? The disc now began to
ask ne questions about what |1'd seen; it gave ne a test. You
answer questions by tapping in band nunbers that nove you to



other areas of the disc. There, you're told whether you're
right or wong, and why.

Finally, the disc showed another display of suggested band
numbers to enter for an automati c sequence of presentations.
I could, for instance, have created a debate between the big-
bang and steady-state theorists, or have plotted ny own per-
sonal course through specific planets of the universe. That
ability to show individualized, one-on-one nmaterial could
make future videodi scs the nost powerful "video teachers”
since the personal computer.

[This article will be continued in the next issue of CED Digest.]

Neil - nwl@te. net
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From "Col asanti"

Organi zation: Fern Hil

To: ceds@el eport.com

Date: Wed, 24 Jun 1998 23:52:50 -0500

M ME-Version: 1.0

Subj ect: Re: CED Digest Internet Miling List
Priority: normal

Let me make this short & quite possibly sweet for CED collectors out there:

We have between 1200 & 1500 CED s, nostly RCA SelectaVision titles, all in
good to excellent condition, as well as a dozen or so CED players. W would
like to sell as a single lot. So ..

Make an offer. All serious inquiries entertained.

Thanks / | nt
Lou Col asanti
Fern Hill
1680 Upper Notch Rd.
Bristol, VT 05443
phone: {802} 453-5124
MAI LTO. fernhill @over. net

From "Daniel P. Cayea"
To: "Tom Howe" <ceds@el eport. conp



Subj ect: The TCE Preservation Project

Date: Sun, 28 Jun 1998 14:04:01 -0400

M ME- Version: 1.0

X-Priority: 3 (Normal)

X-MsMai | -Priority: Nornal

| mportance: Nor nal

X-M neOLE: Produced By Mcrosoft MneCLE V4. 72.3110. 3

Dear CED Ent husi ast s: Many renenber the debate to get CED goi ng again,
well the race is on. Telecom Capacitance Electronics is nowthe first on the
reactivation battlefield first starting with a conplete nedia preservation. To
subscribe to the TCE Newsletter send email to tti @westelcomcomw th TCE

Subscribe in the subject Iine and you will be added to the nmailing list. | f
you would just like a list of currently preserved titles you also send email to
tti @westel com com however put TCE Database in the subject line. | hope that
many of you will take interest. Thanks for the support. Sincerely Daniel P.
Cayea TCE/ TTI

From MELBANEW

Date: Mon, 29 Jun 1998 09: 37:12 EDT
To: ceds@el eport.com

M me-Version: 1.0

Subject: CED' S For Sale

FOR SALE --- Entire CED collection, consisting of 1200 - 1300 different
cat al oged disc--- 500 - 700 miscelaneous disc --- many players and parts.
W11l sell the whole collection for $2,000.00.

Billy F. New

1155 Edith Drive Phone: 904 252-1783

Dayt ona Beach, FL 32117 Emai | : Bl LLYFNEWGAOL. COM

From Beaunontj

Date: Mon, 29 Jun 1998 21:28:55 EDT
To: ceds@el eport.com

M me-Version: 1.0

Subject: Re: jerky picture

i have a panasonic sgt 200 which plays discs fine until about the 30 ninute
mar k, when the novie (and audi o) seens to skip franes. it's definitely the
pl ayer. any suggestions about how to fix it? thanks.

From "Daniel P. Cayea"

To: <ceds@el eport.conp

Subj ect: Active Channel for CED Magic
Date: Thu, 2 Jul 1998 11:09: 17 -0400
X-MSMai | -Priority: Nornal

X-Priority: 3



M ME-Version: 1.0
Dear CED Ent husi asts & Tom

Wuld it be possible to have CED Magi ¢ an Active Channel for Internet
Expl orer 4.x and up?

Dani el P. Cayea

Date: Fri, 03 Jul 1998 21:54:31 -0700
From Neil Wagner

M ME-Version: 1.0

To: *CED Digest <ceds@el eport.conp
Subj ect: Videodisc History Part 29

>From t he February 1984 issue of Popul ar Science -

VI DEO TEACHERS

A new RCA interactive videodisc player offers nmuch nore
than just novies. It plays ganmes, |lets you sel ect scenes
fromits repertoire, and even functions as a teacher
(Yes, it also gives you a test.) And an unusual future
probably awaits it.

by WIliamJ. Hawkins
[Part 1 of this article appeared in CED Digest vol. 3, no. 26.]

Interactive-disc playing is a first for the RCA capacitance
electronic disc (CED) format, which uses a stylus. But its
conpetitor, the laser disc, has had interactive capability for
some time. (Scooting a |laser beam of |ight over a disc surface
was technically easier to do than noving a nechanical stylus to
a precise point on a CED disc.)

In conparing the two systens, | found little difference in
access tine (the longest it took to find a particular section
was about 30 seconds), ease of use, and picture quality on a
conventional TV. However, the Sel ectaVision 400 did have a few
new programm ng features.

Besi des being able to start at specific bands, you may al so
choose specific scenes by entering the minutes and seconds at
whi ch they begin and end. (The playing tine is digitally
recorded on the disc and can be displayed on the screen for
reference.) The 400 then plays just that portion of the disc,
all owi ng you to view specific material--or nerely watch your
favorite scene of a novie over and over.

One other handy feature is a button called "Menory." \hen
you press it, it electronically nmarks the scene you are seeing
(by storing its location by tine in a nenory). You can auto-



matically return to it later

Natural ly, you al so can manually hunt out a scene by using
a visual -search button (you see the imges at 16 tines nornal
speed) or a high-speed button for scanning at 120 tinmes nor nal
speed.

Conput er mat ch-up?

There's one other way you can find specific areas of an
interactive disc that RCA isn't tal king about yet: wth your
hone conputer. At the rear of the 400, there's a small connec-
tor. The brochures don't mention it; the instruction manua
for the 400 sinply says it's for future use. But the technica
manual s (for servicing) showthat it is a serial interface
(connection) for a conputer.

Conbined with a home conputer, the interactive capabilities
are limtless: video ganes that never play the sane way tw ce
di sc-based encycl opedi as cont ai ni ng thousands of pictures and
facts that pop up on the screen in response to your keyboard
query; and teaching aids that progress with each student's
abilities.

Why doesn't RCA advertise this conputer capability? MW
guess is that RCAis saving that bit of information for when
it introduces its own home computer. (RCA has just reorganized
and created a "Special Products Division" that sounds suspi-
ciously like home-conputer devel opnent to ne.) If I'mright,
remenber that you read it first in "Popular Science."

Ri ght or wrong, however, it's clear that the variety of new
di scs and i magi native concepts that is bound to cone will soon
give a whol e new neaning to "home entertainnent."”

The price for the SelectaVision 400 is $500. Interactive
discs will be approxi mately $20 to $30 each. Besides "A Wek
at the Races," two nystery discs--"Many Roads to Murder" and
"Murder, Anyone?"--are currently avail able.

[The titl e photograph shows a Sel ectaVision 400 {I presunge},
with a rather bulky renpote, a CED titled "A Wal k Through The
Uni verse,"” and in the background, a TV nonitor showi ng the
mai n menu of said disc. The infrared renote has three col ums
by 6 rows of buttons on the left half, and two individua
colunms of 6 buttons each on the right half. The picture is
too small to nake out the witing above any of the buttons.
Overall, the renote appears about 6 inches square.]

[ An accompanyi ng di agram shows the "Vi deodi sc recording format"
--it looks like a pizza sliced 8 ways--and notes that "odd
sectors contain audi o-control information," "even sectors
contain band information," "one video field per sector", a
"vertical blanking interval" between each sector, and "audio
information |ocated on Iine 17 of each vertical field."]



[A series of photographs has this caption:
"Each vi deodi sc contains digital information about its
contents {di agram di scussed above}. One piece of data

may tell the player to freeze frane. Qher data tell it

to reproduce stereo sound or add CX noi se reduction. The

di sc also contains tine and band nunbers used for inter-

active play; the photos above show how to proceed t hrough
i nformati on about early astrononers. The player's connec-

tions {final photo} are for RF, video, and audi o--and
‘control .""
The sane "A Wal k Through The Universe" disc was used for

denonstration of the menu structure in the series of photos.]

Neil - nwl@te. net
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From Bojay1997

Date: Sun, 5 Jul 1998 11:49: 38 EDT

To: ceds@el eport.com

M nme-Version: 1.0

Subj ect: Anyone have a CED 400 pl ayer?

I amstill looking for a 400 series RCA CED player with all

the interactive

titles. Does anyone have one for sale? | would be willing to conpensate you

very heavily. Thanks,

Boj ay

Date: Mon, 06 Jul 1998 06:09:52 -0700
From Ted

Organi zati on: Home Copy

M ME-Version: 1.0

To: Tom Howe <ceds@ el eport.conp

Subj ect: Re: CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 27

Again the computer interface works very well. | have the technical information
about how to use it as | was the Project Coordinator for the "Features Pl ayer".

LMK if there is an interest.
Ted



To: ceds@el eport.com
Subj ect: The Battl e Begins
Dat e: Tue, 07 Jul 1998 18:33:48 PDT

Dear CED Ent husi asts:

Many renenber the debate to get CED going

again, well the race is on. Telecom Capacitance Electronics is now the
first on the reactivation battlefield first starting with a conplete
medi a preservation. To subscribe to the TCE Newsletter send email to
tti @westelcomcomwi th TCE Subscribe in the subject Iine and you will

be added to the mailing list. If you would just like a list of
currently preserved titles you also send enmail to tti @westel comcom
however put TCE Database in the subject |ine. | hope that nany of

you will take interest. Thanks for the support.

Si ncerely
Daniel P. Cayea TCH TTI

PS. If you have been wonderi ng why you have not recieved either the

dat abase or the newsletter, verify the following. After subscribing to
either you should recieve a wel cone nessage fromne, if you haven't

pl ease try again.
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From "Daniel P. Cayea"

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: The Race is On!!

Date: Sun, 12 Jul 1998 10:20: 54 PDT

Dear CED Ent husi ast s:

Many renenber the debate to get CED going again, well the race is on.
Tel ecom Capacitance Electronics is nowthe first on the reactivation
battlefield first starting with a conplete nmedia preservation. To
subscribe to the TCE Newsletter send enail to tti @westelcomcomwth
TCE Subscribe in the subject Iine and you will be added to the mailing

list. If you would just like a list of currently preserved titles you
al so send email to tti @wstel com com however put TCE Database in the
subj ect line. I hope that nmany of you will take interest. Thanks for

t he support.
Sincerely

Dani el P. Cayea



TCEH/ TTI

PS. If you have been wonderi ng why you have not recieved either the

dat abase or the newsletter, verify the following. After subscribing to
ei ther you should recieve a wel come nessage fromne, if you haven't

pl ease try again.

I thank you for your patience, and support.

From ESmith1711

Date: Sun, 12 Jul 1998 22:35:19 EDT
To: ceds@el eport.com

M nme-Version: 1.0

Subj ect: nessage

i amlooking for the follow ng janes bond ced's (one or both discs in any
condi ti on)

1.on her nmjesties secret service

2.aviewto a kill

3. t hunder bal |

al so I ooking for return of the jedi,any help appreciated .Esmthl7l11@ol.com
(CGene)

Date: Mon, 13 Jul 1998 11:10:09 -0500
From David Potochick

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subject: CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 28 -Reply

I may have another player for sale soon.... I'll let everyone know as soon
as | find out if it works or not.... It is a stereo nodel... | haven't tried it
out

yet though.... More details later...

Later,

Dave.

Date: Mon, 13 Jul 1998 23:50:43 -0700

From Tom Howe

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subject: RE: RCA F/ G Pl ayer Pl ayback Probl ens
M me-Version: 1.0

Hello All:

Recently there were a couple posts about problens with these machines. In one



i nstance a player advanced about hal f-way through playback and then halted. In
the ot her case the player woul d exhibit playback problens at about one ninute

i nterval s during playback. Both problens could have the sanme cause-- a worn-out
Servo Drive Belt. This belt drives the nechani smthat advances the pickup arm
across the disc surface. Machines that halt at some point during playback may
al so have an out-of-wack pickup armor guide rail, which often happens when the
pl ayer absorbs a lateral inpact. The effect of such an inpact-- nanely the
inability of the pickup armto nove any further, usually gets nore pronounced
the closer the armgets to the center of the disc. This can be corrected by

| oosening the screws holding the pickup armand guide rail in place and
tightening themin other positions. Replacing the Servo Drive Belt wll
somet i nes provi de enough additional torque to overcone a nodest nisalignnent

wi thout resorting to | oosening the screws. This belt is |ocated at the right
rear of the player, and its precise |ocation can be viewed in the F/ G Chassis
photo provided in the "CED Pl ayer Belt Repl acenent Cuide" at CED Magic. This
gui de al so provi ded specs on a repl acenent belt.

--Tom Howe http://ww. cednmagi c. com

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: BOBBIE JO AND THE OQUTLAW DI SC - For war ded
M nme-Version: 1.0

X- MSMai | -Priority: Normnal

X-Priority: 3

X-Mailer: Mcrosoft Internet Ml 4.70.1157
Date: Fri, 17 Jul 1998 19:37:02 -0700

From "Terry Haney"

To: tom@ednmagi c. com

Subj ect: BOBBI E JO AND THE OUTLAW DI SC

M nme-Version: 1.0

Content - Type: text/plain

Content-Di sposition: inline

Hel | o---1 am searching for a copy of BOBBIE JO AND THE QUTLAW on vi deo
disc. The novie stars Lynda Carter and Marjoe Gortner. | don't collect
these discs, but | do collect Lynda Carter menorabilia. | would like to

have a good copy to mainly be used as a display item
Thanks---Terry Haney

terryh@eop.tdsnet.com

R S S R IR Rk O O S S R Rk Sk A R R Ik SR I S

EIE R R I I R I I R R I S R I R I R I R R R R R R I R R R I I R R R O R R I

CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 30 7/25/98



From "Daniel P. Cayea"

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: The Race Is On, Still!
Date: Thu, 23 Jul 1998 05:55:20 PDT

Dear CED Ent husi asts:

Many renenber the debate to get CED going again, well the race is on.
Tel ecom Capacitance Electronics is nowthe first on the reactivation
battlefield first starting with a conplete nmedia preservation. To
subscribe to the TCE Newsletter send email to tti @westelcomcomwth
TCE Subscribe in the subject Iine and you will be added to the mailing

list. If you would just like a list of currently preserved titles you
al so send email to tti @westel comcom however put TCE Dat abase in the
subj ect line. I hope that nany of you will take interest.

Thanks for the support.

Si ncerely
Dani el P. Cayea
TCE TTI

PS, those of you who requested the title database should recieve your
online copy within two to three weeks. The database is being
reconstructed to include new additions.

From "Daniel P. Cayea"

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: RCA SJT-100's Avail abl e Now
Date: Sat, 25 Jul 1998 16:43:20 PDT

Tel ecom Technol ogi es I ncorporated through our subsiduate Tel ecom
Capacitance Electronics is now offering RCA SJT-100 Vi deodi sc players in
two package options for sale!

Package One:

RCA SJT- 100

15 Day Limted Warranty*

Price - $50.00, and does not include shipping***

Package Two:

RCA SJT- 100

Limted Lifetinme Warranty**

Price - $75.00, and does include shipping. ***

*15 Day Limted Warranty does include stylus & belts, and does include
circuitry and integrated el ectronics.

**Limted Lifetine Warranty does not include stylus and belts but does
include circuitry and integrated el ectronics.



***pPendi ng on player weight, shipping may be either 4th Class Certified
or Priority Miil, pending on consunmer demand of TTI. Shipping may al so
take up to four weeks pending on availbility of players, player testing
(for warranty protection)and etcetera.

Dani el P. Cayea
Tel ecom Technol ogi es

Date: Sat, 25 Jul 1998 22:52:43 -0700
From Tom Howe

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: CED Storage Shel ves

M nme-Version: 1.0

Hello All:

For those of you who've asked nme how | store CED s, the CED Magic site now has
plans for a build-it-yourself shelf. Sone other storage options are also

di scussed. The link is located in the Mscellaneous Information section on the
mai n page.

--Tom Howe
http://ww. cedrmagi c. com
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Sender: geof f

Date: Sun, 26 Jul 1998 08:47:15 -0500
From Geoff O tnmans

Organi zation: Totally Disorganized

M ME-Version: 1.0

To: Tom Howe <ceds@ el eport.conp

Subj ect: FS: Sears/H tachi Stereo Player

Well, | thought I'd give this another go, so here it is:

| have a Sears/Hitachi Stereo player, nodel # 934.54811350. It has 7
control switches on the front. The player turns on and starts playing
when a disc is inserted, and stops and powers off when the disk is
renoved. It has a gold netallized finish that has a few scuffs on it,
but no nore than you woul d expect for a player nmade in '84. | replaced
the belts a few nonths ago, and the stylus is still sharp and it plays
wel | .



I*'m asking $75. 00 obo.
Thanks!

*Ceof f1*

From "Daniel P. Cayea"

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: RCA SJT-100's

Date: Sun, 26 Jul 1998 07:40: 39 PDT

Tel ecom Technol ogi es I ncorporated through our subsiduate Tel ecom
Capacitance El ectronics is now offering RCA SJT-100 Vi deodi sc players in
two package options for sale!

Package One: RCA SJT-100
15 Day Linited Warranty*
Price - $50.00, and does not include shipping***

Package Two: RCA SJT-100
Limted Lifetime Warranty**
Price - $75.00, and does include shipping.***

FOR MORE | NFORVATI ON WRI TE TO tti @westel comcom ON TH S CFFER!

*15 Day Linmited Warranty does include stylus & belts, and does include
circuitry and integrated el ectronics.

**Limted Lifetine Warranty does not include stylus and belts but does
include circuitry and integrated el ectronics. ***Pendi ng on pl ayer

wei ght, shipping may be either 4th Class Certified or Priority Mail
pendi ng on consumer demand of TTI. Shipping may al so take up to four
weeks pending on availbility of players, player testing (for warranty
protection)and etcetera.

Dani el P. Cayea
Tel ecom Technol ogi es

From LAWPATS

Date: Mon, 27 Jul 1998 09: 46: 34 EDT
To: ceds@el eport.com

M nme-Version: 1.0

Subj ect: Re: CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 30

H -- | enjoy your web site and the newsletter. | have an RCA SJT400 (ny
second one) -- on which | recently installed a new drive belt and stylus. |
had not used the player in years. The player now takes the disc and plays
them but an old problemhas resurfaced. The screen is washed out, even the



pl ayer data --tinme, track, "reject", "pause" etc., looks blurred or sneared.
Sonetinmes it will clear itself up, but for the nost part it seenms that every
light colored part of the picture is sneared over the rest of the picture.
When CED was still being sold in the stores, | took one player (SJT400) with
the same problem for repair - and they never did fix it. Any ideas?

Thanks,

Date: Wed, 29 Jul 1998 07:53:30 -0700 (PDT)
From Jesse Skeen

To: Tom Howe <ceds@ el eport.conp

Subj ect: Re: CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 29

M nme-Version: 1.0

I heard from soneone a while back that the "interactive" player wll
actual |y damage your discs. It's OKto use the normal player functions on
the 400, but |'ve been told that if you use any of the 'special' features
| i ke band search, etc, then the disc will get "scratched sonewhat fierce"
as he put it. This is why | haven't been searching the gl obe for one, and
if | ever do find one | don't even know if I'Il buy it if this is true
("Is this true? Is this horrible thing true?"- Henry G bson as WI bur the
pigin 'Charlotte's Wb')

| do have "Murder Anyone?" which does play back with the "nonsensica
results" as Tomput it, at the end there's several mnutes of a screen
sayi ng you've won the gane or sonething like that. Doesn't look like it
had nmuch replay value as a gane regardl ess of whether it worked or not. |
al so have "A Wek at the Races” which is fun to watch because of the guy
obvi ously readi ng everything off cue cards and there's lots of nice horse
raci ng video footage too, again though what good is this as a game once
you' ve seen every clip and know who's going to wi n?

I'"mfortunate enough to have one of the VCRs that has digital special
effects, a great feature which for sone insane reason is not avail able on
any current VCR nodels anynore. Once you've got it you can't live wthout

it, I use it as my main TV tuner because you can just hit a button and
get a perfect still-frame, no tape required! This is also extrenely
useful with nmy CLV format |aserdiscs, which ny player can't still-frane,

and of course CEDs, which is physically inpossible to still-franme (the

' page node' just repeats 4 franes over and over as that's how nany are on
each rotation) | wonder if this technology woul d have been built into
future CED players had the format survived. Since | like to study a | ot
of ny videos up-close, this VCR was worth what | paid for it even if it
didn't have the S-VHS recorder built in :) If I went into an

el ectronics store today and was forced to pick out a new VCR, | honestly
don't think there are any that 1'd really want. Last time | |ooked a | ot
of themdidn't even seemto have any buttons on the nmachine OR the
renote! If | ever need a brand-new one then -nmaybe- a pro nodel m ght do
it for ne (and what's the deal with H -Fi nachines not being able to play



linear stereo? | have a lot of non H -Fi stereo tapes so |I'd have to
watch themin nmono if | didn't have the ol der nodel that has both regul ar
and Hi -Fi stereo!)

I like being able to watch the ol d RCA opening disc | ogos in slownotion,
there's a couple frames with (gasp!) a little dirt on them By the way
has anyone noticed that there's actually TWO slightly different versions
of the original opening, the | ess common one the nusic at the end plays
noticably slower and the colors are a bit different. | know "The French
Connection" has this one on it. Anyone know the story on this?

OK, one nore question; my posts always get |onger than intended- has
anyone conpiled a list of material that is, has, was, and nost likely

al ways will be available on CED ONLY? Obviously the deno footage fromthe
prono discs won't be on DVD anytine soon, although |I've made tapes of
these for those who otherw se would never have seen them Oher stuff |
have that |'ve never seen anywhere else include a 1954 stop-notion

ani mat ed novie of "Hansel and Gretel", the notes on the back cover says
these were actually el ectronic puppets but doesn't say how they worked,
the novie starts out with this boring intro in black and white where al
you see is the hands of a guy holding a book and snoking a cigarette as
he reads sonething about the anination process used in the novie.

Lots of nusic videos | have were either on tape at one point or nade for
cabl e, but many seeminpossible to find on any other format today.
Totally Go-Go's, one of ny favorites, was on cassette from Thorn/EM for
a while, I don't knowif it was even in stereo. This disc does turn up
quite nore often than you' d expect. |'ve also got stuff |ike the Doobie
Brot hers HBO special that |'ve never seen on any other format. BTW the
Joni Mtchell "Shadows and Light" concert was nade for the MCA

Di scovi sion | aserdisc |abel, but when they went under after suffering

not ori ous defects, Pioneer took over and got the manufacturing process
down right and conpl eted post-production on this and rel eased it as one
of the first Pioneer Artists discs (Warner also put this out on tape.) |
have an RCA disc of episodes of the 1960's Spi dernman cartoon show (yes,
THAT one with the unforgettable theme song) that | don't believe exist on
tape, sadly they didn't include the "In Color" intro | renmenber fromthe
very begi nning of the show (I didn't know Ral ph Bakshi was involved in
this showtil | read the cover though.) Lots of the sports titles |ike
"Mracle at Lake Placid" and TV conpilations |like "Don Kirshner's Rock
Concert" seeminpossible to find except on CED too.

Re: "Bobbie Joe and the Qutlaw'- when | found this in a used record store
they told me that Lynda Carter, after hitting it big, has been trying to
buy every existing copy of this novie so no one ever sees it again,
because she appears nude in part of it. Luckily they only charged ne 5
bucks for this even though they convinced me | had a real collectors
itemon my hands. (This place has sone ol d Discovision |aserdiscs |like
Saturday Night Fever and El ectric Horseman that they want 100 bucks
for!!) Vestron Video certainly put out the nost interesting stuff on CED,
the format just wouldn't be the same without it (I still |ove how on nost
discs they cramside 1 as far as it can go to 60 minutes, then sonetines
have as few as 10 mnutes total on side 2 on short novies! BTWif you
have "Sex on the Run" watch it with the volume up high and you can hear a



radio station in the background, at one point you can even hear the DJ
identify it!)

I also love the other weird kids' stuff like "As W Gow," which is a

vi deo-i zed version of those dreaded "sound filmnmstrips" we used to be
subjected to in school (do they still use those damm things?) Notice
there are NO noving pictures in the whole thing, but they try to make it
nore interesting by doing stuff |ike panning the canera across the
pictures and stuff like that. This was from Schol astic Productions, a
nane | renmenber very well fromny early school years, are they stil
around? There's also Learning Corporation of Arerica's "Famly

Ent ertai nment Pl ayhouse"” which were shown in classes on 16mm fil m and
usual ly followed by a class discussion on what inportant nmessage the
story they just saw had. There were 2 vol unes of these gens, again which
|'ve never seen avail able on any other video format, volune 1 features a
very young Anthony M chael Hall in one story (thanks for this one Tom)
Wi ch I eads me to another subject | could go on and on about but won't,
wat ching a | ot of these old novies you can sonetinmes see actors playing
bit parts who becane/are nore fanous today. Can anybody think of sone
like JimCarrey's appearance in "Peggy Sue got Married" which | think
cane out after CED died, also any other stuff that's only obtainable on
CED? (Mono versions of the Jane Fonda workouts did nmake it to tape but
still say "produced by RCA Videodiscs", as did Dr. Spock's "Caring for your
Newborn", sad to say.)

This is getting long, so even though I haven't witten in a while I'm
gonna go, since |'mactually up at an early hour |I'm gonna make an hour's
trip out to the area's only mid-week flea market in beautiful Galt, CA,
followed by a thrifting expedition in nearby Stockton where |'ve gotten a
| ot of ny best CEDs from (including ny first copy of "Star Wars" during
my first month of collecting.)

Al an Snithee (who to his know edge has none of his films on CED, just his
contribution to the John Landis segnent of "Twilight Zone the Mvie".)
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Date: Mon, 3 Aug 1998 03:49:41 -0700 (PDT)
From Jesse Skeen

To: Tom Howe <ceds@ el eport.conp

Subj ect: Re: CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 31

M nme-Version: 1.0

Re: CED probl ens- "snowy" or noisy picture is alnost always a stylus

and/ or disc problem either the stylus picked up a piece of dust or the
disc itself already has danage. Usually pausing for a few seconds sol ves
this problem as |I've had this happen on sone discs that was so bad the



pi cture went blank conpletely, but just hitting reverse-scan back to
where the problemstarted it played back a decent picture that tinme. A
common quirk on my SGI-200 is pictures with a ot of white- black video
noi se usually shows up in the white.

From ESmith1711

Date: Wed, 5 Aug 1998 00:23:59 EDT
To: ceds@el eport.com

M me-Version: 1.0

Subj ect: james bond ced's wanted

hello, i amstill in need of the followi ng bond discs
1.on her nmjesty's secret service
2. thunderbal

and woul d al so be interested in any bond di scs rel eased on "cbs fox" | abels.
have many ot her bond discs to trade or will purchase. gene
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Sender: geoff

Date: Sun, 09 Aug 1998 07:52:56 -0500
From Geoff O tnmans

Organi zation: Totally D sorganized

M ME- Version: 1.0

To: Tom Howe <ceds@ el eport.conp

Subj ect: Re: CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 32

Re: CED probl ens- "snow" or noisy picture is al nost always a stylus
and/ or disc problem either the stylus picked up a piece of dust or the
disc itself already has damage. Usually pausing for a few seconds sol ves
this problem as |I've had this happen on some discs that was so bad the
pi cture went blank conpletely, but just hitting reverse-scan back to
where the problemstarted it played back a decent picture that tinme. A
common quirk on nmy SGI-200 is pictures with a lot of white- black video
noi se usually shows up in the white.

V VVVVYV\VYV

It seems to nme that a lot of this problemis caused by static buildup on
the surface of the disc itself. The disc is a good static conductor
(hence why they used it I'msure), but the dowmnfall | think is that it
can be vul nerable to buildup when inserting or renoving the disc. This
is probably nore evident now since the coating is drying out on discs,
and doesn't protect it as well.



That's ny opinion anyway. :) | could be dead wong. Sure sone of it's
caused by dust particles, but |'ve seen sone that are absolutely sparkly
and | don't think there's nmuch way that nmuch dust could get into the
caddy.

*Ceof f1*

From LAWPATS

Date: Mon, 10 Aug 1998 09:40: 28 EDT
To: ceds@el eport.com

M nme-Version: 1.0

Subj ect: Re: CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 32

If the "snow" picture info was in answer to nmy request for info re white-
sneary picture -- it is off base. The problem | have occurs even w thout a
disc in place -- the SJT400 has bl ack framed nessages (such as "LQAD D SC')
that have nothing to do with the stylus or the disc and these are sneared as
well. Has anyone else had this problem-- and can it be resol ved?

Thanks

Date: Thu, 13 Aug 1998 04:36:59 -0700 (PDT)
From Jesse Skeen

To: Tom Howe <ceds@ el eport.conp

Subj ect: Re: CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 32

M nme-Version: 1.0

I may have asked this earlier but got no response, so I'Il ask it again:
What was the very first CED to have cl osed captions? Soneone told ne it
was "Fl ashdance". |'mnot deaf but since ny TV has cl osed captions

enjoy | ooking at them novies |ike Flashdance help you learn the words to
t he songs! Al so, anyone know why the "Col unbia Pictures Home

Entertai nnent" tapes were captioned, while the RCA discs which appeared
to use the sane nmaster (nothing before the novie at the begi nning and
that blue and yell ow copyright crawl at the very end) were not captioned?
Also, if you have the pronp-only "$19.98 Preview Disc", check out the
clip from"Tradi ng Places". Eddie Miurphy says a dirty word which is nuted
out on the soundtrack, but the caption signal is still there so if you
turn that on the offensive word will appear onscreen! Also on 'Making

M chael Jackson's Thriller' (a nust for any video collection) during the
TV clip of himsinging "Billie Jean" the captions fromthe show are
intact too, although nothing else on that disc is captioned.

RCA gave screen credit to the National Captioning Institute on their
tapes at the very end, after the FBI warning, but notice for the |ongest
time it said "Captions Copyright 1984" on tapes nade around 19867 Just a
menmory from ny tape-watching days, which ended when | got |aserdisc (and
CED) .



Date: Sat, 15 Aug 1998 23:44:26 -0700

From Tom Howe

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: RE: Washed Qut Video on SJT400 Pl ayer
M nme-Version: 1.0

From the description of the video problemon the SJT400, it sounds nore like a
video nmixing problemrather than a carrier distress problemdue to intermttent
stylus contact. The SJT400 has two nore circuit boards than other players, and
these contain the on-screen display (OSD) and renote keyboard microconputer
(RKM functions. Specifically, the problemis probably with the OSD | C (U6103)
on the OSD circuit board. This chip can overlay up to six lines of text on the
vi deo recovered fromthe CED, even though the SJT400 only uses the bottom i ne.
When the chip goes into failure, it often generates a weak white video that when
m xed with the CED video results in a washed out appearance over the entire
screen. This chip is susceptible to heat failure, meaning the player nay operate
normal ly for a few mnutes before the washed out appearance conmences, or the
probl em may only manifest itself during the sumer in an environnent that |acks
ai r conditioning.

The first thing to try is operating the player out in the open in a coo
environnent. This may be enough to prevent the chip fromoverheating, but if the
washed-out video appears the instant the player is turned on, the chip may have
al ready completely fail ed

--Tom Howe
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From LAWPATS

Date: Sun, 16 Aug 1998 12:09: 17 EDT
To: ceds@el eport.com

M me-Version: 1.0

Subj ect: Re: CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 33

Tom Very interesting re: SJT400 -- can the chip be replaced? The player is
now operating in an airconditioned environment -- and the white wash occurs at
different tinmes -- sonetines when the player is first started its white washed
and then it clears up (only to return) and sonetimes it starts clear and then
becones white washed. Is the chip (or board) available and is it easily
replaced -- if not would Radi o Shak (with their prom se of repairing al

brands of electronics) be able to repair this? Thanks for your help.

Note: the drive belt is new and so is the stylus/cartridge.



From Uncl ej ack

Date: Wed, 19 Aug 1998 21:47:50 -0400

M ME-Version: 1.0

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: Working STEREO player with renote, disks

Sel ect aVi si on STEREO CED Pl ayer Mbdel SGTI 250
working - with working renote

82 CED packages

Action - 7 titles
Animation - 7 titles
Classic - 2 titles
Citizen Kane RKO 1941
Psycho Universal 1960
Conedy - 20 titles
Disney - 9 titles
Drama - 4 titles
Miusic - 25 titles
O her - 5titles (2 preview al buns)

$250 for everything includes free shipping
i ndi vi dual di sks $5/each
list free by return EMail

Date: Sat, 22 Aug 1998 22:26:26 -0700

From Tom Howe

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: RE: RE:Washed CQut Video on SJT400 Pl ayer
M nme-Version: 1.0

Dan:

The additional information that the washed out appearance cones and goes makes
me think that this is not heat failure of the OSC Video Chip. Usually when heat
failure begins it renmamins constant until the player is turned off and allowed to
cool or the problemchip is cooled off by sone other neans, |ike the supercoo
propel l ant sprays used to pinpoint heat failure problens.

The intermttent washed out video points to one or nore nodes inside the player
experiencing intermttent electrical contact. This could be a
difficult-to-locate cold solder joint, or nore |likely, oxidation on one of the
mul ti pl e-pi n header connectors that link the circuit boards together

To fix this problem the player should be put in the service position as
detailed in the service manual . Sonetines the nmere action of establishing the
service position is enough to repair a nmalfunctioning player, as the header



connectors all get jiggled a little bit during the process. But even if this
occurs, all the header connectors should be unplugged and repl ugged several
times (with the power off) to scrape off nore oxidation and insure a long-term
fix. The connectors hol ding the sandwi ch of the OSC and RKM boards together al so
need to be unpl ugged and repl ugged.

--Tom Howe

Date: Sat, 22 Aug 1998 22:55:41 -0700
From Tom Howe

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: DVD Surpasses CED

M nme-Version: 1.0

Hello All:

According to CEMA figures, there were 84,709 DVD pl ayers shipped to dealers in
July 1998, bringing the total for 1998 up to 361,046 DVD pl ayers. Wen added to
the 1997 figure of 437,000 players that brings the total so far up to 798, 000
units, thus surpassing the total of 750,000 CED players manufactured through the
end of 1984. Measured against tine, DVD player sal es have been out performng
CED pl ayer sales by about 3-to-1, taking into account the fact that about

200, 000 of those CED players were sold at discount after the systemwas cancel ed
in April 1984.

These CEMA figures are published in the Laser Scans Newsl etter available at:
http:// nmenbers. aol . contf | aser scans/

The August 1st issue has an interesting discussion of the DVD vs. D VX debacl e.
It is creating consuner apathy and confusion similar to that generated by Beta
vs. VHS in 1977 and LaserDisc vs. CED in 1981.

--Tom Howe

Rk S R IR Rk O O S S R Rk kR R R O kO I O R R b S o

EIE R R I I R I I R R I S R I R I I R R I I R R S R R R I R R I I R R I I R R I R R I

CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 35 8/29/98

From "Daniel P. Cayea"

To: <ceds@el eport. conp

Subj ect: RCA Vi deodisc Players for salel!
Date: Sun, 23 Aug 1998 17:09: 13 -0400

M ME-Version: 1.0

X-Priority: 3

X-MSMai | -Priority: Nornal



X-M neOLE: Produced By Mcrosoft M neCLE V4. 72.3110. 3

Tel ecom Technol ogi es I ncorporated through our subiduate Tel ecom
Capacitance Electronics is now offering RCA SJT-100 Videodisc players in two
options for sale! Package One: RCA SJT-100 15 Day Linited Warranty* Price
$63. 00, includes shipping and handling charge. New York State Residents add a
7% Sal es Tax Package Two: RCA SJT-100 Limted Lifetine Warranty** Price
$80. 00, includes shipping and handling fees. New York State Residents add a 7%
Sal es Tax FOR MORE | NFORVATION WRITE TO tti @westel comcom ON TH S OFFER
col or =#000000> **15 Day Limted Warranty includes basic operation, stylus &
belts, as well as circuitry. ***limted Lifetine Warranty, circuitry is
covered for as long as you own are the original owner of the player under this
plan. Belts and Stylus are covered for 15 Days. SHI PPI NG | NFORVATI ON
Shi pping can take up to for weeks. Players are procured >froma separate
supplier, cleaned and refurbished to neet the TCE Quality Assurance Check. |
a player can not neet the TCA Quality Assurance Check wthin four weeks, your
money is inmedi ately refunded. To order send USPS Money Order or other Bank
Money Order (out of state checks and credit cards are not accepted) with a copy
of this advertisenment with the purchase option circled to: Tel ecom
Technol ogi es | ncorporated 2841 Standi sh Road Postal O fice Box 90 Lyon Muntain,
New York 12952- 0090

From EBWIIs

Date: Sun, 23 Aug 1998 22:00: 17 EDT
To: ceds@el eport.com

M nme-Version: 1.0

Subj ect: Re: CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 34

| asked if you had an extra stylus for a J nodel player. | finally managed to
find one off of a busted SJT-090. | also bought a | oad of SFT-100 and SFT-100
equi val ent players for $20.00 froma flea market. M racul ously, one of the

pl ayers still worked when | tested it. By the way, | have two questions to
ask.

1. You wouldn't happen to have an extra H tachi VIP-2000 sitting around that
you would want to sell? (Parts may not be a problem since | have a Realistic
CED-1 for parts and a spare Hitachi type stylus.)

2. | amin the process of restoring an RCA SFT-100. | am just about finished,
except, the pickup will not read the disc correctly. To add to the problem
none of the visual search keys work. Wenever | press them the audio is nuted
but the picture does not advance. | rebuilt the nmechanics properly, according
to a reference unit of the sane nodel nunber. My guess is a fault in the
stylus kicker block. Any answers?

- Reinhart

Date: Mon, 24 Aug 1998 02:05:32 -0700 (PDT)
From Jesse Skeen



To: Tom Howe <ceds@ el eport.conp
Subj ect: Re: CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 33
M me-Version: 1.0

I know this is going a little off-subject, but the subject of heat
bui | dup causing video problens in the SJT-400 reni nded nme of the recent
di sabl ement of my NEC VCR s digital special effects. Nobody nakes VCRs
with this feature anynore, for sone reason | just cannot conprehend as it
becones sonething you can't |live wi thout once you have it. The digita
effects board in nmine got overheated, the repairnman said this was a
design flaw with this nodel- they put it too close to the notor and other

parts that heated up a lot and it couldn't take it. | had to have him
disable it just so | could still use it as a VCR, since on nornal
operation the video still passed through this board and since it died it

made it extrenmely distorted. Luckily at the shop they had a used deck
that had the sanme features plus a little nore, and it was S-VHS which was
one thing | didn't have yet. Don't ignore those vents on your equi pnent,
do whatever it takes to see that they aren't covered up! If you have to
stack your equiprment, put something in between themon all 4 corners so
they' Il have sone breathing space (I use 35mm novie previews fromthe
theater | work at, since | collect those and take them as soon as they
get pulled fromthe screens when the actual novie cones out.)

From "Daniel P. Cayea"

To: <ceds@el eport.conp

Subj ect: CED Enthusiasts on AOL AIM

Date: Mon, 24 Aug 1998 20: 30: 58 -0400

M ME-Version: 1.0

X-Priority: 3

X- MSMai | -Priority: Normnal

X-M meOLE: Produced By M crosoft M nmeCLE V4. 72.3155.0

Many of us have heard about the AOL Instant Messenger. Well how many CED
Ent husi asts are subscribed to it? W should tell each other so that we can chat
about current CED issues that are nmentioned on the CED Magic Site and CED
Di gest. Daniel P. CayeaTTl/TCE

From "Daniel P. Cayea"

To: <ceds@el eport.conp

Subj ect: Previous CED Digest's

Date: Tue, 25 Aug 1998 22:32:43 -0400

M ME- Version: 1.0

X-Priority: 3

X-MSMai | -Priority: Nornal

X-M meOLE: Produced By M crosoft M nmeCLE V4. 72.3155.0



Does anyone have previous editions of the CED Digest either in hard copy
of electronic format? If so, please contact ne. I f anyone el se needs them |
have sone, but amin need of many nore. Daniel P. Cayea
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CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 36 9/5/98

Date: Sat, 05 Sep 1998 08:33:21 -0700
From Neil

M ME-Version: 1.0

To: *CED Digest <ceds@el eport.conp
Subj ect: Videodisc History Part 30

Back from summer vacation...for one |ast, brief
| ook at history.

>From t he Septenber 1984 Popul ar Sci ence col um
"Look and Listen" by WIlliamJ. Hawkins -

Thousands of exhibits were shown at the recent
Consuner El ectronics Show in Chicago. Here are sone
of the show s highlights:

Pi oneer introduced ei ght-inch videodiscs. They
contain up to five "nusic videos" that can be played
on a honme LaserVision player or on the conpany's new
$7,000 commercial video jukebox.

An interactive videodisc systemfrom RDI (2261
Cosnos Ct., Carlsbad, Calif. 92008) uses speech
recognition. Speak into a mcrophone, and you contro
t he nmovenents of cartoon characters in a visual adven-
ture ganme. The $1,300 system attaches to any | aser
vi deodi sc pl ayer

And with that, my subscription to Popul ar Science ran
out or there was no further nention of videodi scs.

I've enjoyed sharing these tidbits with you. Hope you
enj oyed them as nuch as |

Now, back to your regularly schedul ed programi ng.

Neil - nwli@te. net
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CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 37 9/12/98

Date: Sat, 12 Sep 1998 02:09: 49 -0700
From Tom Howe

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: Baseball Fun and Ganes

M nme-Version: 1.0

Hello All:

I recently watched this disc for the first time and noticed sonething rather
unusual about it. At the start of Side 2, |ong-tine NY-Yankees announcer Mel

Al l en cones on and tal ks about Side 1 of the disc and what you're going to see
on Side 2. Oher than RCA's denp discs and sone interactive titles, this is the
only regular release |'ve watched where separate video was recorded di scussing
the contents of the disc itself.

Mel Allen passed away a couple years ago, so there's quite a bit of web info
about him Here's one |link at NY Yankees Magazi ne:

http://ww. yankees. conf web/ news/ magazi ne/ 17- 6. mag/ f | ashback. ht m

Del i vered- To: ceds@ el eport.com
From TMANDRAKE

Date: Sat, 12 Sep 1998 10:45:22 EDT
To: ceds@el eport.com

M nme-Version: 1.0

Subj ect: stylus

I"mlooking for a stylus for a nodel SGI 200 videodi sc player. Can anybody
hel p?
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CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 38 9/19/98

Del i vered- To: ceds@ el eport.com

Date: Sun, 13 Sep 1998 12:38:49 -0700
From Tom Howe

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: RE: Stylus

M nme-Version: 1.0



On Sat Sep 12 TMANDRAKE wr ot e:

I"mlooking for a stylus for a nodel SGI 200 vi deodi sc player. Can anybody
hel p?

SSSS3333333333333333353333533333333333353555>

This player uses RCA part nunber 154100, although the 149000 stylus cartridge
can al so be used. New cartridges can be obtained from Fox International at
800- 321-6993. Ot her possible sources are listed in the Stylus Cartridge

Repl acenment CGuide at this URL:

http://ww.tel eport.com ~ceds/tech-infol/stylus-cart-guide/stylus-cart-guide. htm

--Tom
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CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 39 9/26/98

Del i vered- To: ceds@ el eport.com

Date: Mon, 21 Sep 1998 21:32:41 -0400
From Donal d Bar af

Organi zation: Loeb & Loeb LLP

M ME-Version: 1.0

To: Tom Howe <ceds@ el eport.conp

Subj ect: Re: CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 38

| used to love ny CED nmachine. It enabled ne to create a library of filns at a
reasonabl e price. RCA pronised a good cross-section of classics and it lived up
to

the classics. However, the machines didn't work and the disks didn't work and

t he

technol ogy was behind the times. Nostalgia is a good thing but technol ogy noves
on. Now all of my 5 machines are broken and ny 400 disks remain in the attic.

I

had hoped that this site would lead to fixing the nmachines so that | could I ook
at

the old noview fromtime to time even though | aserdisc and DVD s and new VHS
recordi ngs probably |ook far better. The site so far hasn't delivered this
information. Also, the site hasn't really gotten a di al ogue going. At one

poi nt

we were hearing frompredators. At another point we were hearing fromthe
curious. Now we don't seens to be hearing fromanyone. |Is this site still
viable? |Is it perform ng any purpose? Mybe what we need is a CED nuseum and a
guest book. | wite this with great sorow.



Del i vered- To: ceds@ el eport.com

Date: Fri, 25 Sep 1998 20:41:48 -0700
From Tom Howe

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: CED Magi ¢ Active Channel

M ne-Version: 1.0

Hello All:

In response to sone requests, |'ve set up an Internet Explorer active channel
for CED Magic. This will only work for IE version 4.0 or later, and creates a
icon in the channel bar where the nost popular CED itens fromthe site can be
opened. Wndows 95/98 users can al so sel ect an ani mated Vi deoDi sc | ogo as their
screensaver. The link to subscribe to the channel is near the bottom of the main
CED Magi c page in the M scell aneous section.

--Tom
http://ww. cedmagi c. com

Del i vered-To: ceds@el eport.com

To: ceds@el eport.com

Date: Sat, 26 Sep 1998 22:38:22 -0400
Subj ect: Renote

X-Juno- Li ne-Breaks: 0-2,4-8

From (drew nan)

Hel | o,

My nane is Andrew Lakin. i must say your web site CEDmagic is Sweet !

| amwiting to you because | want to know if you can hel p ne.

| recently purchsed a CED Player at a Garage sale for $4. it still works
too!!

My Problemis that it did nt come with a renote control.
It is a RCA nodel #SGT 250 and needs a renote control nodel #CRK32A.

Thanks
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CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 40 10/3/98

Del i vered- To: ceds@ el eport.com
From Katd enl

Date: Sun, 27 Sep 1998 22:33: 01 EDT
To: ceds@el eport.com

M nme-Version: 1.0



Subj ect: Re: CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 39

Donal d Baraf writes that he has broken CED pl ayers and nore or |ess blanes
this digest for not providing himwith an easy fix. W are dealing with a
conmpany that no longer exists. The RCA of that era is gone. Yes, the
technol ogy was dooned before it was sold to the public. Laser was the wave of

the future. But each one of us is still a fan of the system nuch |ike
collectors of old phonographs or 78's. They a just a snmall bunch of people
but share many simlar frustrations. |Its been 15 years since RCA told us all

that it was over. Each one of us has an obligation to report parts sources or
peopl e who can supply parts or service to this digest and nmake us all aware of

what we find. |f none of us does that then shame on us. But its certainly
not the fault of Tom or anyone who has done so much to help us all and provide
us with a lot of information and good nenories. | have five CED players that

| purchased new and about 150 discs. That was a |lot of noney back in the md
80's.

But | still enjoy playing with the machines and just | ooking at the discs.
Each one of them needed belts changed and by having the CED Magic info at hand
to tell ne how saved ne a ton of noney and many hours of frustration. | am
very grateful. denn

Del i vered- To: ceds@ el eport.com

Date: Mon, 28 Sep 1998 12:31:23 -0700
From Tom Howe

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subject: RE: CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 39
M ne-Version: 1.0

On Sat, 23 Aug 1997 Tom Howe w ot e:

>From Tom Howe

>To: ceds@el eport.com

>Subject: RE: Disc Fails to Load

>M ne-Version: 1.0

>

>On Mon, 11 Aug 1997 Donal d Baraf wote:

>>The main problens are (i)the machine will not "bight" the disc and
>>engage and (ii)the transport will not take the disc in.

>

>Donal d:

>

>Both problens are probably due to function notor drive belt failure. Here is
>the text of a web page detailing replacenent of this belt. If you have web
>access, the site bel ow has photos to accompany the text.

>

>- - Tom Howe

>www. cedmagi ¢. com

>

>

>Function Motor Drive Belt Repl acenent



>
REMAI NI NG CONTENT DELETED

Donal d:

Did you try replacing the function notor drive belt, as | suggested back in
August 19972 Your description of the problem sounds exactly like belt failure,
which is a sinple repair that costs a dollar and only requires a few mnutes to
complete. Here's the URL of the J/K Player Belt Replacenent |nstructions:

http://ww. cedmagi c. com t ech-i nfo/function-notor. htn

If you replaced the belt and are still having problens, try posting a followp
message describing the problens in detail. Myst player problens are due to belt
failure or stylus cartridge failure, and these issues are addressed in detail at
the web site. Electronic conponent failure is much nore difficult to address as
the nmost efficent way to locate electrical faults is to use signal tracing in
conjunction with the service manual, test disc, and an oscilloscope. This

requi res the physical presence of the player and the skill to use the diagnosis
and repair tools. Since CED players contain about 500 electrical conponents, a
verbal description of an electrical failure may provide little insight into the
specific problem although in nany instances the circuit area where the failure
exi sts can at | east be narrowed down.

It sounds like you want the CED Magic web site to provide a repair service for
CED pl ayers. |'ma CED hobbyist |ike everyone else on this mailing list, and
started the site to pass on through witing what |'ve | earned about the hobby
to other CED enthusiasts. Part of the reason why the volune of nessages to this
mai ling list has decreased is due to new information available at the web site,
since people no |longer have to ask where to get belts or stylus cartridges, and
ot her questions are being answered by perusal of the CED Digest archives.

Al'though I"1l continue to expand the tech info section of the web site as tine
permits, it will never be able to fully address electrical repair of players
CED players still turn up in thrift stores and are regularly auctioned at

www. ebay. com so the nost cost effective way to deal with electrical failures at
present is to get a working player and keep the broken one as a potential parts
sour ce.

--Tom Howe

Del i vered- To: ceds@el eport.com
From Narpet2112

Date: Wed, 30 Sep 1998 13:21:58 EDT
To: ceds@el eport.com

M nme-Version: 1.0

Subj ect: CED Stilus and Belts

I have an RCA SJT-400 CED player that has a problemw th skipping and sticking
on nost disks played. | assume the is a problemwth the stilus and/or belt.



I would like to try and refurbish the player (I guess I'll have to try and do
it myself) and would like to purchase a new stilus and belt. Can anyone
informne where these itens are avail able for purchase? Thank you very nuch.

Nar pet 2112@\OL. COM

Del i vered-To: ceds@el eport.com

Date: Fri, 02 Oct 1998 14:38:12 -0700
From Tom Howe

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: RE: Renote for RCA SGI250 Pl ayer
M nme-Version: 1.0

Andr ew:
There are several renotes you can use on the SGI250. Anong these are:

CRK34A SGT250 Renote Stock #154499
CRK34C SJT300(early production) Renote Stock #157164
CRK34D SJT300(| ate production) and SKT300 Renote Stock #157233

The early nodels run on three AA batteries and have three infrared LED s to
properly divide the voltage, while the outwardly identical |ate nodel uses two
AA's with two LED s. These renotes are still available fromFox International at
800- 321- 6993. Even though the 154499 is the technically correct replacement for
your player, you may want to consider the others, as 154499 costs about twi ce as
much as the other two nodels. The probable reason is that 154499 is the highest
demand of the three, and parts suppliers have a tendency to hike the price on

i n-demand obsol ete parts that are nearly depleted in inventory.

--Tom Howe

Del i vered- To: ceds@ el eport.com

Date: Fri, 2 Oct 1998 21:30: 37 -0400 (EDT)
From return

To: Tom Howe <ceds@ el eport.conp

Subj ect: Re: CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 39

M Me-Version: 1.0

I amconpelled to agree with Donald Barf in his recent entry to the CED
Digest. | find it hard to disagree with himon his coments concearni ng
the validity and usefullness of the site.. what good does it do soneone
if they have 4 broken machi nes and cannot fix them nor obtain any

i nformati on or assistance in that area??

Atitle base, and those other things |ook inpressive, but it is of no
use when you' ve gotten a ton of disc in the attic with no working nachi nes
to play themon. This cones back to the issue | raised | ast year on the
di gest concearning why there is no direction on the "Site" for organizing



an effort to arrange a central repair point for all of these people with
br oken machines a place to shipp themto so they can be repaired by a
skilled tech with some experience with these machi nes (ex-RCA tech?).

W don't need "PREDATORS'. W have seen themalready on this site.
Lack of Focus and Lack of concearn seens to prevade on this issue.
I think the Gentlenman is correct in his description of the site in this

regard.

NO one seens to respond lately. | feel conpelled to agree with him
on this issue. The site is "not" providing any real "Help", or assitance
in machine repair...Instructions on repairing a |loading Belt are as
i nadequate to facing "Real" "hard-core" machine problens as trying to fix

I sraeli-PLO peace arrangenents in the Mddl e-East. The "Silence" fromthis
site concearning any type of assitance on machine repair is "Deafing!"

Maybe what we do need is a nmuseum as suggested by the letter, only it
will be a nmuseum of Broken nmachi nes instead of working ones.....
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CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 41 10/10/98

Del i vered- To: ceds@ el eport.com

From Richard & Sally Tayl or

To: "' Tom Howe'" <ceds@ el eport.cone
Subject: RE: CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 40
Date: Sun, 4 Cct 1998 12:57:01 -0700
M ME-Version: 1.0

Hi,

Just got to say...... this site is better than no sitel W enjoy the
Digest..... even the conpl ai ning and are happy that it exists/we found

it. The suggestion that "someone" mght offer repair service is a good
one....just need to have "soneone" step up to the table..... and figure out
a way to insure that they are reputable.

Thanks for the site Tom!

Del i vered- To: ceds@ el eport.com

Date: Sun, 04 Cct 1998 16:30:43 -0700
From "Marlin Bates, IV

Organi zation: The Bates Nbtel

M ME-Version: 1.0

To: Tom Howe <ceds@ el eport.conp

Subj ect: Re: CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 40

Tom Howe wr ot e:
>

Hrmm | have been reading the nessages and t hought | would coment. The CED



Magic site is an amazing collection of facts and titles. | thank Tom for

mai nt ai ni ng such a conprehensive site. |In fact, it was his site over 3 years
ago which helped ne fix nmy first player since childhood (it needed a new | oad
belt) and Tomtold nme what was a very good repl acenent.

Additionally, his list of titles has enabled ne to know where | amin ny
status to get all of the titles. (I have 1222 titles!!) On that note - Tom
the "Menories of Videodi sk" lists some 300-odd foreign titles rel eased

(al though not by title, only that they rel eased X nunber of foreign titles) do
you have any idea what they titles were and how they differed.

Now, if soneone needs a machine fixed, | have found that a sinple read of
Toms site will fix nost of the run of the m Il problens AND you can al ways
e-mail himfor the other problens. He is really quick and very hel pful

I Nstead of running the site down, perhaps we could gather up a bit of common
fixes, wite it up in HIM. and offer it to Tomto add to the site.

Half the fun in hobbies like this is trying to find out howto fix them and
then patting yourself on the back when you do. Failing that - | will gladly
take the broken players off of your hands.

-Marlin

Del i vered-To: ceds@ el eport.com

From "M chael Russell"

To: "Tom Howe" <ceds@el eport. conp

Subj ect: Re: CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 40

Date: Mon, 5 COct 1998 23:23:53 -0700

X-Priority: 3

X- MSMai | -Priority: Normnal

X-M meOLE: Produced By M crosoft M meCLE V4. 72.2106. 4

Hell o Tom

well, | finally bought a CED player, for too nuch noney, at ebay. SJT 100.
It arrived broken, of course.

| have been playing with it--the mechanismis remarkably straightforward...
the belt in the left rear that ejects the outer case and positions the disc
is worn out, but when | cycle it by hand it puts the disc in place and it
will try to play. BUT, the direct drive turntable is unbal anced and nakes

| oad t hunking sounds as it tries to spin. Question: Does the large bolt in
the bottomcenter, the one with the tapped screw center, by any chance cone
with a pin bearing of sone sort that the turntable spins on? If so, | am

m ssing that interior screw

SO, | need a bearing and a belt--both obtainable, | guess. But before |
t hrow good noney after bad, is there any way to figure out if the stylus is
good via visual inspection? |If the stylus is shot, the whole thing is a



waste, but if it is good, then it is worth fixing.
Thanks for your hel p!

--M chael Russell

Del i vered-To: ceds@el eport.com

To: ceds@el eport.com

Date: Thu, 08 Oct 1998 18:07:24 -0700
From "Mke MIler"

M me- Version: 1.0:

X-Sent-Mil: off

Subj ect: Re: CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 40

Donal d Baraf & chenfi sh,

You guys are looking a gift horse in the mouth. |'ve been to a couple dozen 8-
track and Beta video websites, and none of them give the level of support for
those "dead" nediunms that CEDnmagic provides for videodi scs. Wen ny 8-track
needed a belt | had to neasure the old one, hunt around and finally pay $5 for
it. But with the videodisc player a dollar bill in the nail got ne the belt a
short while later.

Del i vered- To: ceds@ el eport.com
From WDE704CI NN@ol . com

Date: Sat, 10 Cct 1998 18:08: 50 EDT
To: ceds@el eport.com

M nme-Version: 1.0

Subj ect: Disc Player and Disc's

RCA Sel ect avi si on/ Vi deo/ Di scPl ayer nodel SFT 100 W
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CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 42 10/17/98

Del i vered- To: ceds@ el eport.com

From ALCHUS

Date: Sun, 11 Cct 1998 11:56:29 EDT
To: ceds@el eport.com

M nme-Version: 1.0

Subj ect: Re: CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 41

TOM



I just wanted to add ny two cents regardi ng your site.

To the fellow that was critical of your site, | suggest that he sell his
pl ayer and disc(s). [if you give ne a list of titles ™ | will nake you an
offer].

It seenmed that he was di sappointed that with a click of his nbuse soneone
didn't show up at his house and fix his player back to "brand new' stat us.

Keep in nmind that this is yesterday' s technol ogy. The reason some of us retain
our interest in the CED format is that we have dozens (or hundreds) of titles.
I think that if RCA called each owner of a CED player up and said that they
woul d trade a DVD machi ne for our CED machi ne and replace each title with a
new DVD disc for no cost = there would be no need for this CED site. But that
trade-in programw ||l not happen in ny lifetine.

In nmy case, | had a CED machine that | took apart to see what was wong with
it. It stayed apart for over 5 years. | knew that at the |least | needed a
take-up belt. But | wasn't sure that if that was all | needed. After reading
the tips at your site, | was convinced that the belt was the only problemwth

my nmachine. You sold nme a belt and now | have a worki ng machi ne.

For the 5 years that this nmachine was sitting in ny basement, | keep telling
myself | might as well dunp it (along with my 75 titles). If it wasn't for
your site, ny machine and discs would be sitting in sonme landfill. | applaud
you for taking the tine (and cost) to run this site. |I'msure that sonewhere
down the line ny nachine will give out. | then will use your site in trying to
sell nmy small collection of discs and even ny nachine for parts. | don't
expect your site to fix ny machine for eternity.

Agai n, much thanks.

Al chus

Del i vered-To: ceds@el eport.com

Date: Mon, 12 Oct 1998 17:21:00 -0400 (EDT)

From return

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: "Getting Machines repair'd for all Ceder's" And Be Wary Ti ps!
M ME-Version: 1.0

M, M, M. ..

Aren't we suddenly a lively crowd again. This site had been deserted for
sonetine |like Death valley, Calif. Gee, W have suddenly come alive
agai n tal ki ng about hel ping others get there nmachi nes repaired, or atleast
sone hel p to others again.

You nean that "G ft-Horse is on the nove agai n?" Actually, it would be
reather selfish for ne to take the credit. | think we all should give



Donal d Barf a big round of applause and express sone appreciation for his
willingness to be direct and honest about his feelings. There's sone fol ks
around here who don't have that candor or ability apparently. Donald Barf
got everyone tal king again. Isn't that sonmething. Wy did it have to cone
down to that? Atleast we are all back on the subject of how we are going
to organi ze a process or systemof howto "Better" address and assit

CED ers out there who need serious help with nachi nes.

However, | have another agenda besides this. Sonething just
as inportant to us all. It seens we have another type of problem
probl em no# 1.-- Everyone be on your gaurd. There is a person who is going

around and breaki ng ot her persons deals and agreenents up. W have a
person who swarns in on other peoples deals and "Hi gh-Balls" the

seller by offering nore noney than what the others have al ready agreeded
to pay, thus shaking | oose those agreeded buyers. Then the Hi gh-Baller
turns around and LOMBALLS the seller after he is ready to sell. The
seller is then faced with accepting far-less than before, and al so very
upset are the other buyers as well.

No#2) It has been discovered that this same person is also contacting
other CED Disc owners to encourage themto do "PRICE FI XING'! The sellers
were being contacted and then were told not to let certain titles go for
| ess on a certain dollar anmount. For exanple: selling a certain title for
no | ess than $20.00-$30.00 a pop. All other parties (sellers of disc)
were contacted by the very sane person also. A pattern had enmerged from
the parties which lead a trail back to the CED Magi c web-site. That same
person al so uses the site as well.

So, Heads-up fol ks, be careful who your dealing with. Protect
your sel ves by not paying way over or to nuch for a disc. If it is
outrageous then don't pay that nmuch for it, chances are the seller has
been contacted by this person. Also, if your selling sonething be carefu
of persons who contact you out of no where with an astronom cal price for
an itemand your comon sense tells you its too good to be true, then
foll ow your conmon sense.... Snoke them out by asking questions, and
asking for COD. or other assurance's. This will usually flush the person
out.

No. #3) Another problemis sending nachines to trusted persons for themto
work on for you..(this also connects with our previous agenda on nachi ne
repair) Al ways be very cautious of this. The person on the other end may
tell you they will look at it. The machine may only need a belt or
somet hing very sinple. Once the machine is received by themthey will tel
you that it is not repairable and refuse to send it back to you"""then
you know you' ve been HAD! This recently happened to a person dealing with
a SJT-400 pl ayer
No. #4) al so, be careful of certain parties who claimthey will pay you for
machi nes or disc, and then they turn around and want them as Free
donations. You will later see that very same disc or machi ne show up
for sale later on.

This is being issued to all on the site, and to new persons on the site
who have not been around | ong enough to know about Predators out there who
do use this site for other purposes..

Take care to all and be careful in your dealings. This party stil



Del i vered- To: ceds@ el eport. com

From "Daniel P. Cayea"

To: "Tom Howe" <ceds@el eport.conp

Subj ect: CD- ROM Proj ect Report

Date: Mn, 12 Oct 1998 20:58: 25 -0400

M ME- Version: 1.0

X-Priority: 3

X-MSMai | -Priority: Nornal

X-M meOLE: Produced By M crosoft M nmeCLE V4. 72.3155.0

Dear Tom Just out of curiosity, | and | amsure that many of the other
CED Hobbyi sts are wondering how the CD-ROM project is com ng along. I am al so
wondering if you have an expected date of when the project is to be conpleted.
Thanks Daniel P. Cayea

Del i vered- To: ceds@ el eport.com

Date: Thu, 15 Oct 1998 13:13:59 -0700

From Tom Howe

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: RE: Dragging Turntable on SJT-100 and ot her J/K Pl ayers
M nme-Version: 1.0

M chael :

You're right about there being a turntabl e hei ght adjustnent screw inside the
adjusting nut on the bottomof the player. There should also be a | ock screw
directly bel ow the adjustnent screw, but this was an add-on in m d- manuf acture,
so many players are nmissing it. Wth the adjustnment screw absent the turntable
sits in the | owest possible position and rubs agai nst the | ower panel. There is
also a thrust plate that sits in the turntable spindle well between the spindle
and the adjusting screw. This is just a tiny round hol el ess washer, and it's
common for it to get lost when the turntable is renoved and the player is placed
upsi dedown. Sonetines it gets drawn to the magnetic ring of the turntable, and
can be found clinging there even years later. The player will still operate
without the thrust plate, but there will be nore friction and wear on the tip of
the spindle with it directly contacting the adjustnent screw.

The adjustnment screw is no |longer avail able as an RCA replacenent part, but it's
an industry standard part that can be obtained at nost |arge hardware stores.
The threads inside the adjusting nut are SAE standard 6-32, so the fornmal
description of the part is a 6-32 by 3/8" socket head set screw. The | ock screw
is the same part, but 1/4" in length. To adjust the turntable height follow
these steps. Wth the player unplugged and the cover off, rotate by hand the

| arge white second reduction gear adjacent to the function notor until the disc
transfer rod retracts below the turntable. Elevate the player on a couple of

bl ocks so you can spin the turntable by hand while raising the turntable with



the set screw. The socket head accepts a 1/16" hex key, and a good rule of thunb
istoslowy raise the turntable until the drag is elimnated, then rotate the
set screw another full turn to provide an additional 1/32" of clearance.

You al so asked how to determine if a stylus cartridge is good. There is no way
to be absolutely certain short of testing it in a working player, but sone
cartridges can be visually determned to be bad by the absence of any point on
the stylus tip. If you're going to buy a function notor drive belt, attach a

rem nder note and 1'll include 3/8" and 1/4" set screws in the envelope. This
shoul d be enough for you to get the player running nechanically, and there's a
good chance that's all it may need to be fully operational.

--Tom Howe

Del i vered- To: ceds@ el eport.com
From TMANDRAKE

Date: Sat, 17 QOct 1998 12:24:50 EDT
To: ceds@el eport.com

M nme-Version: 1.0

Subj ect: selling out

I have 2 non-working CED disc players. One needs a new stylus and the other is
beyond ny very limted abilities to repair. | also have quite a few used

di scs. Could anyone tell me if its worth nmy tine to try to sell or should I
just trash this stuff? Any advice here would be greatly appreciated.

R S R R R R Ok kI kS O SRRk R S R Sk R R R O S S O R R R kS ok R

Rk b I R R R R O S S S R Sk R R Rk I kR R I R R I o

CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 43 10/24/98

Del i vered- To: ceds@ el eport.com

Date: Sun, 18 COct 1998 08:29: 15 -0500
From "Rex Burks"

Organi zation: Mlitary Sales & Service Co.
M ME-Version: 1.0

To: Tom Howe <ceds@ el eport.conp

Subj ect: Re: CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 42

ALCHUS wr ot e:

<<<| think that if RCA called each owner of a CED player up and said
that they

woul d trade a DVD machi ne for our CED machine and replace each title
with a

new DVD disc for no cost - there would be no need for this CED site.>>>



Unbel i evabl e!

This is by FAR the nost ridiculous thing | have heard all norning! Now,
| amnewto this CED thing, so I'll adnit that | might not be in touch
with the notivations of all of the other subscribers, BUT... | guess
just assumed that our collective interest in CED went beyond our desire
for a way to watch novies at hone!

Sel ectaVi sion appeals to ne in MANY ways, none of which has anything to

do with ny perception that DVD is sonmehow nore desirable. 1In fact, |
owned ny DVD pl ayer (Pioneer DVL-700) BEFORE | ever found a CED pl ayer,
about six nonths ago. | have been a record collector for nobst of ny

life, and was on cloud nine excitenment when | stunbled upon Tom s
WebSite, and | earned of this amazi ng needl e-in-the-groove video fornat.
| spent the next two nonths aggressively searching for a player. | had
to have one!

Anyway, ny point is, CED is an AMAZI NG col | ectabl e as these things go.
never have anyone in my home anynore w thout giving the ful
denonstration, and no one is ever disappointed. In a world dom nated by
Optical Discs and Magnetic Tapes, | find CED to be a refreshing and

uni que technology that is sinply oozing with the marvel ous kind of retro
appeal that is the absolute earmark of the FINEST collectibles.

I amsorry for you that you have missed this point entirely, because it
m ght have brought you a | ot of joy!

Happy collecting to CED peopl e everywhere (And a special thanks to Tom
for all he has dome for this marvel ous hobby!)

Your Fri end,

- Rex Burks
Dal | as, Texas

Del i vered-To: ceds@el eport. com

Date: Sun, 18 Oct 1998 13:19:41 -0500 (EST)
From kate jenkins

To: CED Magic List <ceds@el eport.conp

Subj ect: nore warni ngs..

M ME-Version: 1.0

I'"'m gl ad sonmeone posted the "warnings" in the last issue. |'ve been
meani ng to address this subject for a while now - especially after
sonmeone posted that he "paid $100 for a player on Ebay" that didn't work.

For those on this list who don't actually own a player and who are | ooking
for the "holy grail of lost technology"” it's inportant to understand that
few of the remaining CED players out there still work. It's been ny



experience that nearly 100% of the ones you find do not work. No
exaggeration. | recently took out a classified in a state-wide classified
trader paper "looking for CED players." | got several calls (about 6,) |
asked all of them"does it work at all?" And of course the response was
al ways sonmething like "I don't know, | haven't used it in 10 years - it's
out in my garage now." | would always ask themto test it out and call ne
back if they could get a disc to |oad, even 1 out of every 20 tries... (

| didn't want to drive out to their house to pay for another broken
machine...) Sanme situation with mailordering. People have sworn to ne
that the machi ne works and sonehow when it arrives, it's not in even a
senbl ance of working order

Anyway
---LET"S TALK ABQUT E- BAY---

If an ad says "AS IS" it means *broken.*

Oten people will say (with CEDs and 8tracks,) Yes, it works but | don't
have any CEDs (or 8tracks) to test it with... This translates, "I am
fully aware that this nmachine doesn't work. | amhinting to you very
subtly that it doesn't work."

As a summary and as stated in an earlier post - use extrene caution..
---AN | NTERESTI NG SI DENOTE--- (for those of you still reading...)

I live in Bloonmington, Indiana - the town where nost of your CED pl ayers
were manufactured so many years ago. The Thonpson plant is just 8 bl ocks
away fromnmy house and | can take 10 steps fromny porch and actually see
it!!'! | think of you guys everytine | take a gander at it!

Anyway, | got a bit of a chuckle reading over the CED digest archives
fromlast year when there was nmuch talk of recovering the old

manuf acturing equi pnent fromthe original factory. The plant is now

cl osed, decrepit-looking, with broken glass wi ndows. | thought to nyself,
I know the CECs at RCA couldn't possibly give a shit about whatever
becane of this technol ogy which didn't net them enough profits to
continue with. (They closed the plant |ast year, turning hundreds of

Bl oom ngton residents out of their jobs to nove nost of their Bl oom ngton
and | ndi anapolis manufacturing to Mexico. It's a pretty big issue here in
my town - or at least it was...)

Anyway fol ks, thanks for listening to ny ranble. | agree that the CED
site is a great resource. | applaud Tomfor taking so nuch tine to
provi de such extensive info. | trashed my |last working player in 1992 and
I wish | knew then what | know now. ..

Rock on friends, Kate.

Del i vered- To: ceds@el eport.com



From WDE704ClI NN

Date: Mon, 19 Oct 1998 22:11:40 EDT
To: ceds@el eport.com

M me-Version: 1.0

Subj ect: RCA Video Disc

| have a RCA Mbddel #100Wvi deo disc player and (25) disc's. Wuld you be
interested in purchasing sanme or could you refer ne to another source.
This was purchased when they first cane out so it is quite old, but still
functions.

Thank you.

W David Estil ow

704 Heritage Rd.

Ci nnam nson, NJ 08077
(609) 829-0450

Del i vered- To: ceds@ el eport.com

Date: Wed, 21 Oct 1998 13:47:59 -0700
From Tom Howe

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subject: RE: Realistic 16-301 Pl ayer
M me-Version: 1.0

>pl ease add us to the ced mailing list, we are | ooking for parts for our
>realistic brand ced player

Hel | o:

Your Realistic player is actually manufactured by Hitachi, and is electrically
and nechanically identical to the Hitachi VIP1000 player. The Sears 934. 54780150
is also a clone of this player. You can determ ne these equival ents by | ooking
at the CED player reference guide at:

htt p: //ww. cedrmagi c. com har dwar e- nuseun ced- pl ayer - gui de/

As for parts, Hitachi has nothing avail able, even though they were the

manuf acturer. The last tine | checked, Radi o Shack still had about 20 parts
avai | abl e, one of which was the stylus cartridge. You should be able to get a
list of parts by wal king into any Radi o Shack and requesting they access "Tandy
Retai|l Services Faxback" using the nodel nunber 16-301 or possibly 160-0301
which is howit was listed on the formthey printed out for ne.

Sears is probably the best source for parts, but it would require using the
Sears service manual to cross reference the part nunbers. The Sears manual is
avail abl e from Howard Sans Co. at

http://ww. hwsans. com

You didn't nention what parts you need, but the nobst |ikely ones are the stylus



cartridge or drive belts. In particular, any Hitachi player that still has the
original loading and armdrive belts probably needs replacenents. These belts
can be purchased via the CED Pl ayer Belt Replacenent Cuide at:

http://ww. cedmagi c. com t ech-i nfo/ bel t-repl acenent - gui de/

--Tom Howe

Del i vered- To: ceds@ el eport.com

Date: Wed, 21 COct 1998 14:31:03 -0700
From Tom Howe

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: RE: CD-ROM St at us

M ne-Version: 1.0

Hello All:

This is a general report on the status of the RCA VideoDisc collector's guide
CD-ROM which structurally will be sinilar to the CED Magic site, but will

i ncl ude about 600 MB of additional data conprised of high-res photos of all the
caddies listed in the CED Title Database. A nore detailed description is
avail abl e at:

http://ww. cedmagi c. com home/ cd-rom survey. ht m

I'"'mshooting right nowto have the CD-ROM pressed and available in Jan. 1999,
which will avoid having it conplicate nmy 1998 taxes. There has been sufficient
interest to justify having an actual disc pressing rather than a bunch of
recordable CD-ROM s, so |I'm now working on getting a disc inmage ready for glass
mast eri ng.

The CO-ROMwi || be "web enabl ed" neaning there will absolute Iinks to pages on
the internet in addition to the relative links pointing to files on the CD- ROM
itself. The absolute links will be red in color, so users will know not to click
on themunl ess they have an active internet connection. One of the absolute
links will go to a page at CED Magic that will be an ongoing list of newitens
added to the site since the publication of the CD ROM

--Tom Howe
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Del i vered- To: ceds@ el eport.com
From "Daniel P. Cayea"



To: "Tom Howe" <ceds@el eport. conp

Subject: TTI Library Status

Date: Sun, 1 Nov 1998 09:17:24 -0500

M ME-Version: 1.0

X-Priority: 3

X-MsMai | -Priority: Nornal

X-M neOLE: Produced By Mcrosoft M neCLE V4. 72. 3155.0

Many of you have wondered what happened to that NCDL-CED Library for which
| subscribed to their newsletter. To answer that question nothing? The
newsl etter was reader based and since no one subnitted anything there was
nothing to print. However the list of available CED s (50 Movies on 63 Discs)
inthe library for loaning is available now. |If you had previously requested a
Iist please accept ny apologies for the lack of timng and conpetence but
assure you the list is ready to go out. The list is witten in HTM. fornat
and is easily read in alnost any browser. Thanks Dani el P. CayeaAttachnent
converted: Hard Disk: Daniel P. Cayea.vcf (TEXT/ttxt) (0001B76E)
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Del i vered- To: ceds@ el eport.com

Date: Sun, 08 Nov 1998 16: 30: 38 -0500
From David & Marilyn Keever

Organi zation: D. & M Inc.

M ME- Version: 1.0

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: CEDs

Wil e cleaning a house | found a collection of RCA Sel ectaVision Video
Di scs, approximately 35-40.Are they collectible? Is there a buyer in
this area (Fort Myers/ Sarasota, FL). They are not in wappers. Anong them

is The Beatles - "Let it BE' and Barbarell a.
Any hel p woul d be appreci at ed.
Thank you,

Mari |l yn Keever
deknkk@unl i ne. net

Del i vered- To: ceds@ el eport.com
From CHAUNCEY13

Date: Mon, 9 Nov 1998 02:17: 15 EST
To: ceds@el eport.com

M nme-Version: 1.0

Subj ect: re: ced and player for sale



For sale - RCA disk player, renote, extra stylus, original instruction book
and approximately 300 titles on ceds...... best offer
Shar on

Del i vered- To: ceds@ el eport.com

Date: Thu, 12 Nov 1998 16: 04: 49 -0800

From Tom Howe

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: Renote Control of SJT400 player with the Pal nPil ot
M nme-Version: 1.0

Hello All:

It seens there are a nunber of you with players nmissing their renote controls,
so | added a new page in the Software Downl oads section of CED Magic detailing
how to use a PalnPilot as a renmpte for the SJT/SKT 400 pl ayers. This provides
the same 30 functions as RCA's original renotes, and is a fully configurabl e,

| earning renote. You can draw your own keypad | ayout designs on the Pal nPil ot
screen, then use the training function to program your existing renotes into the
Pal nPi | ot. The Omi Renote program from Pacific Neo-Tek has several screen
designs built-in for TV, VCR, Anp, CD, and Cable. Up to 15 categories can be
created, so this programcould be used to control all your IR consumer

el ectronics appliances that uses digital coding (nearly all units from 1984 on).

For the video buff, this program alone could justify the purchase of a
Pal mPi l ot, and there are thousands of others Pal nPilot programs available. ']
have a PalnPil ot version of the CED Title Database available in the near future.

--Tom
http://ww.tel eport.com ~ceds/ sel ectavi sion. htm
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Del i vered- To: ceds@ el eport.com

From "Daniel P. Cayea"

To: "Tom Howe" <ceds@el eport.conp

Subj ect: Message Board for CED Ent husi asts

Date: Sun, 15 Nov 1998 12:00: 30 -0500

M ME- Version: 1.0

X-Priority: 3

X-MsMai | -Priority: Nornal

X-M meOLE: Produced By M crosoft M nmeCLE V4. 72.3155.0



Dear Ent husi asts: | have created a nessage board for people who are
interested in the Tel ecom Capacitance Free Disc Library to post nessages and
read nmessages about the Ilibrary or the CED format? The url is
http://ww. | nsi deTheWeb. coni nbs. cgi / nh221026 Thanks Dani el P. Cayea

Del i vered- To: ceds@ el eport.com

From "FutureTechl"

To: <ceds@el eport.conp

Subj ect: CED Questions for Tom & G oup

Date: Mon, 16 Nov 1998 23:33:06 -0500

X-Priority: 3

X-MsMai | -Priority: Nornal

X-M neOLE: Produced By Mcrosoft M neCLE V4. 72. 3155.0

H Tom
Love the really great work you do with the CED Magic Site. | have a few
question | could your help with. Everyone else is welconme to help al so.

First nmy 400sjt has acquired a new problem Wen | reach the end of a disc
side (about 40-60 on counter) the inage begins to beconme very snowy. It's
not the disc because it does it on everything and when the disc is played on
my other unit the picture is very clear. It not the stylus because it very
clear at the start of disc play. | think it has something to do with the
turnt abl e adj ustnent. HELP

Do you have a nore conplete list of all the CED titles that took advantage
of the dual audio function. | have all of the disc listed in the FAQ was
wondering if you could supply a list with the rest of the CED titles.

Del i vered- To: ceds@ el eport.com

X-WebTV- Si gnature: 1

From (TI MOTHY POREE)

Date: Tue, 17 Nov 1998 20: 36:52 -0500 (EST)
To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: sel ectavision vioedisc player

M ME- Version: 1.0 (WebTV)

LOOKI NG TO BUY A PLAYER I N GOOD
WORKI NG CONDI TI ON, RESPOND | F YQU
CAN HELP. THANK YCQU

Del i vered- To: ceds@ el eport.com

From "J. Bowers"

To: <ceds@el eport.conp

Subj ect: WIIl not track

Date: Fri, 20 Nov 1998 21:20: 14 -0500
M ME-Version: 1.0



X-Priority: 3
X- MSMai | -Priority: Normal
X-M nmeOLE: Produced By M crosoft M neCLE V4. 72.3110. 3

| have two very early CED players that start to play, but | don't think
the stylus is tracking.. | purchased these units new in 1981. They probably
have not been used nore than 50 hours. Can soneone help with this probl enf
I"d like to get them working. Jon

Del i vered- To: ceds@ el eport.com

From "George Butts"

To: "Tom Howe" <ceds@el eport.conp

Subject: WIIl Trade VHS Movies For CED s

Date: Sat, 21 Nov 1998 09: 04: 15 -0800

X-Priority: 3

X- MSMai | -Priority: Nornal

X-M meOLE: Produced By M crosoft M nmeCLE V4.71.1712.3

| have many pre-recorded theatrical VHS novie screeners that | would like to
trade for CED s. If interested, please see ny VHS novie |ist at;

htt p:// menbers. spree. coni dcwhi t/ novi es. ht m

Let me know if anything interests you and please send CED title trade |ist.
Thanks,

Geor ge

Del i vered- To: ceds@ el eport.com

From "The Libby's"

To: <ceds@el eport. conp

Subj ect: Hol ocaust novie discs 4 parts

Date: Sat, 21 Nov 1998 12:15:46 -0500

M ME-Version: 1.0

X-Priority: 3

X-MSMai | -Priority: Nornal

X-M neOLE: Produced By Mcrosoft M neCLE V4. 72.3110. 3

I have a very good set of the Hol ocaust video discs 4 parts . | seen on TV
and read in our local paper that Berlin may receiving S. Speilberg,s video
about the Hol ocaust. sonething about the Jewish Miseumis very interested in

obtaining this video . | have received 3 offers for the set from $10.00 each
disc to $100.00 for the set. | have about 3000 other discs in my possession

Pl ease advise ne on this should | put them on the Web for bid . | will wite
a fewletters . Thank you for any input on this matter. Harry Li bby

(fiddy@ ne. net)
St andi sh Mai ne 04084.
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Del i vered- To: ceds@ el eport.com

Date: Sun, 22 Nov 1998 07:30: 27 -0800

From Tom Howe

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: RE: Video Noise and Dual Audio Titles
M me-Version: 1.0

>First ny 400sjt has acquired a new problem Wen | reach the end of a disc
>si de (about 40-60 on counter) the inage begins to beconme very snhowy.

This sounds like a problemin the video converter circuitry related to the
decreasing signhal-to-noise ratio as disc play tine increases. This could be a
failure in just about any conponent in the video converter, although a likely
candidate is the integrated circuit U3402. This sane chip was used in all RCA
pl ayers, so the part could be scavenged froma parts machi ne.

>Do you have a nore conplete list of all the CEDtitles that took advantage
>of the dual audio function.

The FAQ lists all the English/Spanish titles that indicate dual-language on the
caddy. All the Jane Fonda di scs except "New Wirkout" had the mnusic
w instructions or nusic only dual audio function.

--Tom

Del i vered- To: ceds@ el eport.com

From "Kato"

Organi zation: The University of Birni ngham
To: ceds@el eport.com

Date: Mon, 23 Nov 1998 14:20: 37 +0000

Subj ect: Probl em Di sc/ CED pl ayer

Priority: normal

| have a Hitachi VIP201P whi ch was obtai ned "broken". Opening it |
found a di sk which had apparently m sl oaded, and sinply put the disc
back on the splindle - testing it allowed it to play.

The pl ayer has worked okay since, until yesterday when | was
wat ching that disc, when | turned over to side two, it spent ages
"tracking" before it started to play. Then when it reached the end
of the side the player could not return the head to the side standby
position (it stopped above the disc). Despite this the player
attenpted to position the disc to eject it, pushing it up against the
styl us and nmechani sm

Brute force was used to extract the disc, the player appears to be
wor ki ng except that it cannot play that disc at all - has anyone got



any suggestions for what is wong.....

TTFN

--Kato

For excitenment, fun and really wild things, why not visit:
www. f ortunecity. com skyscraper/ nucl ear/ 229/

Del i vered-To: ceds@el eport.com

From (TI MOTHY POREE)

Date: Mon, 23 Nov 1998 12:39:44 -0500 (EST)
To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: RCA SELECTAVI SI ON VI DEQDI SC PLAYER
M ME-Version: 1.0 (WbTV)

I, M TRYI NG TO LOCATE A PLAYER | N GOCD WORKI NG CONDI TION, ON WTH THE
FEATURES FOR PLAYI NG BOTH SI DES,
SLOW SPEED. REPLY | F YOU CAN HELP.

THANK YQU

Del i vered-To: ceds@ el eport.com

Date: Thu, 26 Nov 1998 08:19:40 +0200
From sobel

M Me-Version: 1.0

To: Tom Howe <ceds@ el eport. conp

Subj ect: CED s and 400 players for sale

best offer taken for 650 CED titles (approx 1,000 discs) including Hol ocaust
boxed 4 disc set, and three SJT 400 RCA players with renptes and instruction
books. Package deal. MJST GO>>>>>>rel ocating soon!!! respond to

drilnfil @mil excite.com
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Del i vered- To: ceds@ el eport.com

From Spi ke26740

Date: Mon, 30 Nov 1998 01:14: 26 EST
To: ceds@el eport.com

M nme-Version: 1.0

Subj ect: 2 players, 130 disks to trade

| ooking to trade 2 players, one works and 130 plus disks for a laser disk
player, i'min the Phoenix, Arizona area.
contact Spi ke26740@\ol . Com



Del i vered- To: ceds@el eport. com

Date: Tue, 01 Dec 1998 16:20:55 -0800
From Donal d Bor owski

Organi zation: Hew ett-Packard Co.

M ME-Version: 1.0

To: Tom Howe <ceds@ el eport.conp

Subj ect: Re: Snowy Picture at End of Disc

"Fut ureTechl" wrote:
> Subj ect: CED Questions for Tom & G oup

> First nmy 400sjt has acquired a new problem Wen | reach the end of a disc

> side (about 40-60 on counter) the inmage begins to becone very snowy. It's

> not the disc because it does it on everything and when the disc is played on
> ny other unit the picture is very clear. It not the stylus because it very

> clear at the start of disc play. | think it has something to do with the

> turntabl e adj ustment. HELP

Yes, it certainly could be a bad sylus. | had this happen once when |

noved

one of ny players without the | ockdown pins in place. The next | used
it, the

disc would play OK at the beginning, but get snowy at the end. Even the
time

indicator quite incrementing. A new stylus fixed the problemright

away.

Don Bor owsKi
Spokane, WA

Del i vered- To: ceds@ el eport.com

From (Robert Arnentrout)

Date: Wed, 2 Dec 1998 19:55:47 -0800 (PST)
To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: CED Fans

M ME- Version: 1.0 (WebTV)

We di scovered CED' s in July of this year when we picked up a Toshi ba
stereo player with 19 CED' s for the bargain price of $10.00 (for all) at
a | ocal garage sale. Everything works great (but no instruction book
for the player). W have been hooked ever since! W discovered that
the best place to find nore discs was on the web, specifically e-bay.
Some di scs have skipped a little but nost of themplay just fine. W
now have about 30 CED s and just recently acquired another player that
we found at a thrift store for $8.00. The store owner had no idea what
the machine was and it had a disc stuck inside. W managed to |ocate a
CED in the back of the store and renoved the disc that was stuck and
tried the player. It worked, we bought it and now have a player in 2



roons in the house. And amamzingly enough, the thrift store nmachine
pl ays better than the other one. W left our nanme at the thrift storein
case they cane across any other discs or players. Received a letter a
coupl e of weeks later saying they had about 15 CED s and were we
interested. W drove out the followi ng weekend and nanaged to pick up 6
nore discs for $3.00 each.

Keep your eyes peel ed at garage sales and look at thrift stores. You
just never know what you m ght find.

Rob & Jerie Arnentout

Del i vered-To: ceds@ el eport.com

From "Daniel P. Cayea"

To: <ceds@el eport. conp

Subj ect: Donation Thanks

Date: Fri, 4 Dec 1998 20:45:51 -0500

M ME-Version: 1.0

X-Priority: 3

X-MSMai | -Priority: Nornal

X-M neOLE: Produced By Mcrosoft M neCLE V5. 00. 0810. 800

Dear Ent husi asts: As always | try to keep you informed on ny corporate
and hobbyi est CED plans. Well | would like to thank Dr. John Trasco for his
donation of many discs to ny project. He may now |l oan any disc (nhow just discs
he has | oaned) fromthe library. In time for the holiday season, any person
who has nade a donation nmay extend their |oaning period up to 5 weeks so that
may not have to worry about returning discs during the season. Thanks Dani el
P. Cayea
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CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 49 12/12/98

Del i vered- To: ceds@ el eport.com

From (TI MOTHY POREE)

Date: Mon, 7 Dec 1998 21:42:00 -0500 (EST)
To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: sel ectavi sion

M ME- Version: 1.0 (WebTV)

Hi imwondering if you could help me find a player or players in the

250- 400
series. Reply if you can hel p.



Del i vered-To: ceds@el eport.com

From "Daniel P. Cayea"

To: <ceds@el eport. conp

Subj ect: Preservation Project Looking For Trades!

Date: Fri, 11 Dec 1998 20:24:12 -0500

M ME-Version: 1.0

X-Priority: 3

X-MSMai | -Priority: Nornal

X-M nmeOLE: Produced By Mcrosoft M neCLE V5. 00. 0810. 800

Dear CED Ent husi ast s:

The purpose of the preservation project was not obtain every piece of CED
hardware and software but just 1 copy of each. As people nmake donations or
as new itens are purchased and placed into the library certain titles may
overlap. So | offer the foll ow ng:

The project will trade the following titles for titles that we do not have:

Rai ders of the Lost Ark
GG [UA

Gol df i nger

Psycho

MASH. The Mdtion Picture
Ben- Hur

The Bridge on the River Kwai
The African Queen &

Cabar et

Serious inquiries only. If you would like to trade please email ne at
cayead@west el com com for a copy of the preservation projects current hol ding
list.

Dani el P. Cayea

Dani el P. Cayea

2841 St andi sh Road

Postal O fice Box 90

Lyon Muntai n, New York 12952-0090
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Del i vered- To: ceds@ el eport.com
Date: Sun, 13 Dec 1998 19:59:22 -0500 (EST)
From return



To: Tom Howe <ceds@ el eport.conp
Subj ect: Re: CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 49
M ME-Version: 1.0

| was wondering? and have an idea. | noticed the new novie clips that
have recently been added to the site. The ones |oading and unloading with
the 100 player and the sjt-300 player. It occured to ne that this
techni que could al so be used to show and edify everyone how to repair a
machi ne. Why not use this as a neans to show all how to make certain
repairs on their nmachi nes??
For ex: showi ng |ocations where to attach a test probe with a
mul ti-meter, or
poi nting out where someone could | ook for a specific problemarea on their

machines? O still, showing areas on a circuit board where a certain
problemwould lie? (ex: chip, transistor, nmechanical gears, or any problem
componet ?)

Way not edify all on where to | ook for a machi ne probl en??
Wuld this not be helpful to all who need machi ne hel p???
Way not use this as a solution to the problemof machine help in all the

Del i vered- To: ceds@ el eport.com

Date: Mon, 14 Dec 1998 07:33:02 -0600
From "David Potochick"

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 49 -Reply
M ne-Version: 1.0

I"l'l gladly trade the CED "Ordi nary People" for sonething I don't have. | do
have "Radiers O The Lost Ark" on CED but I'mnot trading that....

I"m1looking for the "Aerobicize" CED that | didn't buy recently... It
di sappeared fromthe thrift store that | sawit at.... It's probably in a
landfill about right now ... Ugh... That one ius just a plain 70's sexi st

classic if you know which Aerobicize collection |I'mtalking about.
Later,

Dave.

Del i vered- To: ceds@el eport.com

Date: Mon, 14 Dec 1998 08:08: 24 -0600
From "David Potochi ck”

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 49 -Reply
M nme-Version: 1.0



Ckay, | haven't been putting in my $0.10 worth around here so | decided that |
woul d. ..

-DUST & CED s-

Dust On CED s can cause the needle to skip tremendously... It is highly
recconended not to |leave discs in turned off players like | have. A skipping
disc may just need to be cleaned with soap and water... Now this is what | do
and ny discs play fine afterwards. Just use dish detergent and warmwater in a
ki tchen sink and wash the dust off of them.. elt themdry and then insert them

back into the sleeves. Sone people have told nme that this takes the silicone
protectant off of the discs But this has not caused a problemas yet for ne...
My Benji disc is still playing fine..

To truly preserve your CED s, copy themto another video format and watch them

that way... This may not be legal but it is one way of preserving them | record
my CED s to Beta tapes for BACKUP purposes and watch the Beta tapes instead o
the discs. (Wiy Beta??? Beta is still far better than VHS in picture quality.)
Later,

Dave.

Del i vered-To: ceds@ el eport.com

Date: Tue, 15 Dec 1998 16: 35:28 -0800
From Donal d Bor owski

Organi zation: Hew ett-Packard Co.

M ME-Version: 1.0

To: Tom Howe <ceds@ el eport.conp
Subject: Quality of CED Video Transfers

| was watching nmy CED of "Funny Grl" |last week. A bit into the novie,
is struck ne that the inage |ooked a lot |ike what | would call "old
video" rather than film | then started view ng the inmage very

critically.

I saw any number of things which | associate with the old i mage tubes
(vidicons?). There was a "pastey" | ook which comes fromtoo little
contrast or nore likely nonlinearities. Colors tended not to be very
saturated. |In dark backgrounds, there was sone vi deo noise of course
but worse was a stationary pattern which | ooked sonething |ike video
noi se.

There has been rmuch inprovenent in video transfers since the hayday of
the CED, and | think this is where nost of the inprovement in the | ook
of video has come. | need to |ook through ny collection of CEDs and see
if there are any well done transfers. This would give ne an idea of how
wel | CED coul d have done.



Bei ng a | aserdi sc owner, another thought struck ne. |f CED were nade in
Constant Linear Velocity node |like many | aserdi scs, the playing tinme for
CED woul d be up to two hours per side! That woul d have been a real
advant age!

Donal d Bor owski
Spokane, WA

Del i vered- To: ceds@ el eport.com

Date: Wed, 16 Dec 1998 03:25:36 -0800 (PST)
From Jesse Skeen

To: Tom Howe <ceds@ el eport. conp

Subj ect: Re: CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 49

M ne-Version: 1.0

Havi ng broken down and gotten a DVD player (actually a Laserdi sc/DVD
player, so | don't feel like too nuch of a traitor!) |'ve been very

pl eased with it for the nmost part. The digital problens (picture beconing
bl ocky and unnatural notion) do not happen on nost discs- there are sone
exceptions, the only bad ones | have seen are from snaller conpanies
which | have already witten to letting themknow | won't buy any nore of
their discs unless this stops. But for the nost part this |ooks to be a
good format, no nore annoyi ng si de changes on | aserdi sc, and able to hold
nore different soundtracks. (I get a kick out of the foreign |anguages!)
|'d dreaded DVD because | thought for sure it would be terrible, and
while I"'mglad to be proven wong | was a bit disappointed that |

woul dn't be witnessing a second CED, as | had thought originally DVD
woul d die a quick death. But a consolation prize has cone- DI VX, the
incredibly stupid in every sense of the word 'variation' on DVD which
requi res a nodem equi pped pl ayer and basically makes you pay every tinme
you want to watch a disc, and can take away your ability to play it if a
novie gets "pulled" for legal or other reasons (I can inagi ne Di sney
doing this!) Thankfully, although people did buy DSS which was the | ast
new el ectronics product | detested, they have been snart enough to stay
clear away fromthis one and it doesn't look like we'll have it around
too long. lronically RCA sells Divx players- they' re naking the sane

m st ake twice!

This is an amazingly ridiculous format and as such | am anused by it,
|'ve been saving brocures for it and have the free VHS tape advertising
it which you can get by calling 1-888-PAY-DI VX (it's supposed to be "Say
D vx" but you can spell it both ways!) Get this- at least if you cal

out side of regul ar business hours, a conputer will take the call and take
your request for the tape by entering your phone nunmber, and fromthat it
will get your address fromtheir "database". It reads off just the nunber
of your address for verification; it got mne even though ny address
isn't listed in the phone book! This adds even nore to the "Big Brother"
fears peopl e have about Divx, as many point out how they know what novies
you wat ch and when. One person thought if a crine happens in your

nei ghbor hood and you happen to be watching a novie where sonething



sim | ar happens, you can expect to get a visit fromthe police!

WHEN Divx dies, | do want to get a nice collection of discs, provided
they don't all suddenly vanish in sonmeone's attenpt to bury this m stake.
I don't know how stores will handle this, ideally they woul d be sold off
real cheap but- this is what will make this a lot different than CED
collecting- you won't be able to actually WATCH any Divx discs in this
situation because even if you have a Divx player, if they shut down the
billing systemthe player calls it will not let you play the disc,
meaning the novie on it is |ocked away forever! | did buy one Divx disc,
whi ch when pl ayed on ny player gave ne a nice nmessage- yellow letters on
a bl ue background, progranmed as a 10-nminute "title" with auto-repeat-
readi ng "You have attenpted to play a Divx disc in a DVD player without
the Divx feature. The Divx feature is required to play this disc. For
nmore information on Divx call 1-888-SAY-DIVX'. So if | were to eventually
get a collection of every Divx title ever made (I coul d see cases of
these things being dropped off at Goodwill) | wouldn't be able to watch
them but | can at least still watch ny CEDs! | still hope to get a
decent nunmber of themafter it fails though, as things this stupid just need
to be preserved! Hopefully nobody will ever try anything like this again,
since if it did take off we would have sinmlar systens |ike
pay-per-listen CDs and pay-per-play video ganes.

Del i vered- To: ceds@ el eport.com

From "Daniel P. Cayea"

To: <ceds@el eport.conp

Subj ect: Project Donation: Thanks

Date: Sat, 19 Dec 1998 14:40: 14 -0500

M ME-Version: 1.0

X-Priority: 3

X- MSMai | -Priority: Normnal

X-M meOLE: Produced By M crosoft M meCOLE V5. 00.0810. 800

I would Iike to thank again Dr. John Trasco for his continued support and
donations to the preservation project.

I would also like to thank Matt Patoray for his contribution of Wst Side
Story.

They are both great people for supporting such a project and | hope that
others will too.

A copy of titles in the preservation projects holding are available in the
following formats: M crosoft Wrks 4.0, Mcrosoft Access 97, and HTM.. For
a copy of the database in each of these formats pl ease send nme an email at
cayead@westel comcomw th ' Hol di ngs Database [File Format]' in the subject
line and | will email your copy w thin one business day pendi ng on demand.

Most t hanks,
Dani el P. Cayea



CED Preservation Project

2841 St andi sh Road

Postal O fice Box 90

Lyon Muntai n, New York 12952-0090

Del i vered- To: ceds@ el eport.com

Date: Sat, 19 Dec 1998 20:11:26 -0800
From "Tom Howe

To: ceds@el eport.com

Subj ect: Three DVD s for One Dol l ar

M me-Version: 1.0

Hello All:

A lot of people on CED Digest are also into DVD, so there will be interest in
this offer from800.com They have a |ist of about 100 DVD titles (not D VX)
from whi ch you can choose any three for $1 total cost, including shipping. |
ordered three of these, and it's a no-strings attached offer other than getting
on their email list. You can al so choose VHS tapes in lieu of DVD on nany of the
titles.

http://ww. 800. com

The site has had a lot of traffic, so it mght be hard to get on during peak

hours, and the pages may take a while to |oad, but for a dollar, it's worth the
wait .
--Tom
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Del i vered- To: ceds@ el eport.com

From Beaunontj

Date: Sun, 20 Dec 1998 13:44:06 EST
To: ceds@el eport.com

M nme-Version: 1.0

Subj ect: Re: CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 50

my ced pl ayer has devel oped a skipping problem it happens with all the discs
i've tried so far, but usually not until 20-30 mnutes into the novie. can
anyone tell nme if i need to clean the discs, the players, or if sonething is
br oken? t hanks.

Del i vered- To: ceds@ el eport.com

From "Daniel P. Cayea"

To: <ceds@el eport.conp

Subject: CED ers on AlM

Date: Sun, 20 Dec 1998 20:56:11 -0500

M ME-Version: 1.0

X-Priority: 3

X-MsMai | -Priority: Nornal

X-M neOLE: Produced By Mcrosoft M neCLE V5. 00. 0810. 800

Was just thinking that we shoul d register ourselves for ACL's |nstant
Messenger. W could col |l aborate our nanes in CED Digest and chat with our
fell ow hobbyi sts.

Dani el P. Cayea

The Lyon Mountai n Conpany

2841 Standi sh Road

Postal O fice Box 90

Lyon Mountai n, New York 12952-0090

Del i vered- To: ceds@ el eport.com

Date: Tue, 22 Dec 1998 02:42:27 -0800 (PST)
From Jesse Skeen

To: Tom Howe <ceds@ el eport.conp

Subj ect: Re: CED Digest Vol. 3 No. 50

M me-Version: 1.0

re: "smeary" video transfers- | haven't watched "Funny Grl" so I'll have
to do that soon, but there are several other discs that are fun to watch
just to laugh at the bad transfers. "Kranmer Vs. Kraner" is especially



bad, all copies were like that until the recent remastered | aserdi sc.

Benji is sneary and has a |ot of pan and scanning for just a 1.85 novie,
Net wor k has tons of snearing too.

END CED Di gest Vol. 3



